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About the Author

y from the small farming community Lamar, Missouri in
A ae au went to high school and college in southwest
' t&m Southwest Missouri State University in

( i. It was in high school that he became
Witernational affairs and Chinese culture as an avid

listener of short wave radio becoming a member of over fifteen

short wave radio clubs from around the world. His favorite stations

being Radio Prague in Czechoslovakia, Radio Kiev in the Ukraine,

the BBC in Iondp;ln:)l eijing in China. He later graduated

y Southwest e University majoring in Political
\ ce in 1976 and nvolved to state politics, serving in
- Missouri Ho slf presentatives in 1979-1980. It was in

T

is in-depth study of Chinese history
would eventually lead to his writing about Eastern
For over thirty years the author has focused specifically
about Chinese history and the major tenets of early
that would include the study of Taoism and
t of Confucius. Bringing the thoughts and
d those early events into today’s everyday
way g so they can be appreciated and recognized as

being jus portant now as they were then.

As a Neighborhood Project Specialist, he works for the City of
Boynton Beach, Florida in the USA assisting with city improvements
with his background in the city planning profession. He is the
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founder of the city’s sister city program that focuses on a
relationship with Qufu in Shandong Province, the birthplace of
Confucius and efforts to construct an International Friendship Park

to be built using the ancient architecture found in China to

encourage friendship and understanding between '
China. Mr. DeCarlo is also taking the lead in a%s i th the
construction of a Christian church in Qufu wit
Church Association of Western Shandong Provi

to Chinese history and cuiture makes him particu

nsitivity
y well suited
in building bridges to better understanding among people of various
faiths and religions. He is a frequent traveler to many areas of
China and speaker on enhancing relations between China a@d USA .
C‘&urﬁ‘* exchange PWS

in areas of economic development and

and has recently obtained “Foreign

his many activities.

He and his wife Marie have twg

from Maoming in Guangdong Province and Emily is f{(gm U\

the Xlnjlang Uygur autonomous regmn He is an active me ‘

people wherever they may.
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About the translator

Shaoyi Chen, graduated from Shandong Uni
works for the University of Miami School of M

love for China, Chen translated this book and hoped that it makes
an effort to foster friendship and understanding between, eop

the United States and China.
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Preface

to have a sense of predictability in all things that governed their
lives. This book is written out of deep friendship and love for China

and the desire to derstanding of Chinese history and

culture in such a s the I Ching and the beginnings of

Taoism to the wide udience.

To attract th eadership in China and the United
or decides to take on the role of the
would have been around 3,000 years ago by
story where appropriate. Often as the shaman or
who was good at telling the story, he conveys
oracle in today’s common language or way of
tory that had frequently been illustrated on
s that would later become the I Ching when
ories were combined together, he assumes the

role of the on to find and fulfill his own ultimate destiny.

This explains the book being separated into three sections.
Beginnings outlines the process used by the author to get in the

correct frame of mind for what was to follow. Second would be the

Y
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Inner Chapters a phrase commonly used by Taoists once the
heart of the matter was to begin and third, Keeping to the Lower
Clouds representing the dragon’s efforts to keep this upstart at bay
and to do his homework before trying to come forward to newer

heights...

The I Ching conveying and teaching that even tﬁen ﬁ‘ough

trial and error, the secret of foretelling the Fut nVeymg a
message was to become and live the story thereby gming events to
a foreseeable future... Other people could then See themselves as
participants and get up and tell their version of events and identify
their own inner strength and weakness and what was true and what

it meant to them. Thereby beginning

0 gan their own endeavors
thé na@atlve, or telling the
story, the people of early China sog)n began to draw their own

and ultimate destiny. Focusing first
illustrations  depicting where the zg tﬁemselves in their
he Wgarh{around them. This

surroundings, and give meaning to
meaning came together as their attempts to understanti ﬂ'le I Chmg,
and more 1mp0rtantly early Taoism began to give them a seusa of
where they “fit in” with the scheme of things. Becommg the swry'yv

meant beginning to live the Tao in their day—to day gel;lvmeﬁs whl ’

when we find our own identity, could not be trué&' %da .
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esgsful completion. Especially when it takes eight

understanding and appreciating Chinese history and culture is for

the author a tremendous honor.

The final transla 10%3:&1?1@ from the assistance of Mr. Li Bing, a

Naturally, th@m&ati& from English to Chinese becomes a
central them&wnd important part in completing the project. For this

publication of the manuscript. Mr. Sun Chuan Ren, whose suggestions

of illustrations and use of his artwork enhanced the work a great
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Bureau. His expert advise and counsel on the history of the Shang
Dynasty and his understanding and interpretation of calligraphy
during that period added greatly to the author’s understanding of
this period of early China. For each of these four peoplfe to become

involved in the project prior to its completion proy

again that
y

there could be no rush to complete such an importa

city officials whose friendship I have made over my many visits

cannot be overlooked. Specifically former Mayor Wang Qing Chcng,
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the Qufu Foreign Affairs and Overs%s Chinese Affm Q&e a&:u

well as the new mayor of Qufu, Mr. J@)g @1
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assistance in my research at the Library of Congress rare Chinese
books section helped to fill in some gaps and who gave me some
great suggestions on possible illustrations and reference materials
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Chinese Association for Science, Economy and Culture (CASEC) in
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riendship and understanding between our two cultures.
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Glossary and Introduction

Below is a list of terms and phrases coﬂﬂnonly used
throughout the following text. They are prlmarlly geg;geﬁ to The
alphabetized, however the author would llke to show a connection
to each word and phrase in the order of the text 1tsel£ The intent is
to bring forth the words, thoughts and phrases, as we would convey
them today. They are presented here as a reference and introduction
and to allow the reader a better understanding of the journey that is

to follow.

Tao: The right and proper way that life should be conducted or
the path that one should follow, albel!i unEﬁown and undefined.

Te: Virtue not as end to itself, but the proper means to attain

one’s goals.

The Tao of Te referred to in the text 51mply means the Way of
Virtue.

Inner chi or chi: Simply one’s breath. Controlj@gvo
is considered a way to open the door to the larger uﬁwrse outside
oneself. Chi, or in pinyin qi, also takes on an additional meaning
when it is considered as the air we breathe. Since heaven is simply
the air surrounding us, breathing in the air becomes who we are.

Our inner chi is our true eternal spirit that is universal and has no




