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Mazi-hunter Simon Wioseathal

Settling Old
Scores, Again

JUSTICE, NOT VENGEANCE
by Simon Wiesenthal
Grove Weidenfeld

372 pages: $22.50

hen Simon Wiesenthal wrote his
memoirs more than 20 years ago, with
considerable help from Joseph Wechsberg
of the New Yorker, he had a highly dra-

in Paraguay, was subscquently
found to have drowned in Bra-
zil (though Wiesenthal contin-
ues to suspect that he is still
alive). .

Wiesenthal’s new editorial
collaborators do not serve his
purposes well. Instead of bene-

fiting from hsberg's com-
petent prose, this néw autobi-
ography has been tramslated
from the German by Ewald
Osers, and it is studded with
British slang like doing a bunk
and getting the stick. And
though the publishers exagger-
atedly claim that Wiesenthal
“engineered” the Eichmann
capture, Wiesenthal himself
says only that his effort 1o pre-
vent Eichmann's wife from hav-
ing Eichmann declared legally
dead “was probably my most
important contribution to the
Eichmann case.”

While The Murderers
Among Us had a clear thesis,
coolly pursued, Wiesenthal's
new memoir rambles through whole chap-
ters on such marginal topics as whether
Hitler had syphilis. And like some other

irists in their 80s, hal has
Tots of scores that he wants to settle. He
is angry not only at all the ex-Nazis and
all the authorities who have shehered
them in Germany, Austria, Latin Ameri-
ca and the Middle East but also at the
US. for recruiting killers like Klaus Bar-
bie for cold war intelligence, and at the
Soviets for all their political crimes (it
was at their hands that Wiesenthal's fa-
ther died).

Wiesenthal also criticizes Israeli secret-

service chief Isser Harel, whose memoirs
did not mention Wiesenthal’s contributions
to the capture of Eichmann.

matic story to tell: how he had emerged
from an Austrian concentration camp in
1945 and devoted the rest of
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American troublemakers
Never say die

COMING OF AGE: THE STORY OF OUR CEN-
TURY BY THOsSE WHO’vE L1veD i1. By Studs
Terkel. The New Press; 468 pages; $25. Dis-
tributed in Britain by 1.B. Tautis; £16.95

ANY years ago Michael Harrington
wrote a book called “The Other
America”. {t was about poverty, but that
would also have made a good title for Studs
Terkel’s newest book, for it, too, comes from
an America that not much is written about.
Mr Terkel is a Chicago radio journalist
who has perfected a genre of books based on
tape-recorded interviews, among them
“Hard Times”, about the Depression, “The
Good War”, an oral history of the second
world war, and “Working”. Now he is 82,
which is hard to believe, and here is “Com-
ing of Age” which seems to be about old age.
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They've Gotta Have It 7/

What Spike Lee’s film did for African Americans,
Smoke Signals aims to do for Native Americans

By JEFFREY RESSNER LOS ANCELES

UR RESERVATION IS BEAUTIFUL
this moming—it’s a good day to
be indigenous,” crows a disk
jockey at the beginning of Smoke
Signals, the first commercial feature
Rlm entirely written, directed and acted
by Native Americans. It’s also a good
time to be Sherman Alexie, the film's 31-
year-old scroenwriter, who previously
penned eight books of verse and three
highly acclaimed works of fiction, and is
now bringing his coatemporary tribal
sensibilities to Hollywood.
In movies and on television, Indians

characters ruminate about everythiog
from Dances with Wolves to a native sts-
ple known as fry bread. They aiso shoot
hoops, eat at Denny's and conjure mysti-
cal visions. “Sure we have different spe-
cific cultural customs,” says Alexie, “but
we also read Stephen King and watch ER
like everyone else.”

A big (1.88 m) man with a soft lisp
and a gift for gab, Alexie is an enrolled
member of the Spokane tribe, though
he also speaks proudly of his father's
Coeur d’Alene heritage. Chatting in a
plush Beverfy Hills, California, hotel
lobby shortly before the movie's release,
he's clearly stoked at the prospect that it
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Talk Your Head Off *'

A new global phone agreement will mean tougher
competition for telecoms, gentler prices for callers

By RAHUL JACOB

RESIDENT BILL CLINTON CALL COMSUm®T. —With reporting

“landmark” World Trade Or 22y Sranegan/Brussels,

tion director-general Renato R Daciel  Dombey/Maxico

predicted it would boost glo C¥% Halen Gibson/Lon-
comes by $1 trillion in the next ter :
The object of their enthusiasm w
WTO telecommunications agreement
by 69 countries on Feb. 15. The pac
the way for more foreign investme
competition in telecom markets. IJ*
the hype and the big numbers
bandied about, the deal essentially ri
stamps a trend already underway
telecommunications industry. Govern
everywhere are making telecom der
tion a priority. “It used to be hard &
license from from the Ministry of
and Telecommunications.” says 1
Yamada, president of Japan's Telen
which plans in June to offer calls
U.S. at one-tenth the price of kD
country's flagship international c
“Now, it’s easy.”
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TWO’S COMPANY

When Fidel Ramos steps down July 1, the country
will have a rarity for Asia: a pair of ex-Presidents

By SANDRA BURTON

PEOPLI'S CHOICE Cory Aquino, campaigning for her party in Pampanga, is treated like 2 head
d.mmwdnbﬂdﬁutkymm.ﬂnmdhmﬁmhmmm
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Spare the Rod?

A study indicates a halt to spankin
the level of violence in the U.S.; a1

By MICHAEL D. LEMONICK

BAD OLD DAYS? Not necessarily. In certain situations, say many
pediatricigns, 2 whack on the hottom may be good parenting
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