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Guo Yintu, a descendant of the Hui nationality , was born in Louyang of Fujian Province. He began to take interest in
painting and do well in it when he was a child, It was said that his family was poor at the time and he had to save on every
cent for a copypainting and collect and sell sweet-potato leaves for brush and ink. He tried every means for his painting. He
was often blamed by his parents, but he never gave up his hobby. He has never forgot his childhood . even after he really be-
came a painter, who often nicknamed himself” the master of sweet potato house” in his works.

As a matter of fact, Guo Yintu has never taken up painting as his profession. He is a journalist, a writer. and an editor-
ercial News,

in-chief , but painting makes him an artist as well. Now he is a president and editor-in-chief of Fujian C

He is versatile and free-minded. When he paints, he never rigidly sticks to any one technique . whether it is Chinese or
foreign . traditional or modern, and the theme of his works covers many fields of life. His paintings are often inscribed and are
full of underlying meanings. In a word, he knows a lot and expresses a lot. so it is most proper to say that he is versatile and
free minded.

As to the theme of Guo's painting, in figure painting, he has Zheng Bangiao of the Qing Dynasty, Lu Xun and Lei Feng
of the modern times, in landscape. he has flowers, birds and fruits. He expresses different themes with different techniques.
He neither confines himself to any one traditional technique nor any one artistic pattern. The technique of his artistic CXpres-
sion is like a galloping horse in a vast plain, like floating clouds and drifting streams. His painting brush flows where his mind
reaches. Thus in the same painting one sees different techniques and patterns employed , from the bold application of brush and
ink as in the traditional Chinese painting to the careful use of perspective and colour techique as in western paintings. As to the
inscription of the painting, different styles of calligraphy are emploved according to to the theme. For instance, on Zheng
Banggiao's portrait he neatly inscribed Zheng's On Xiuwei County Town. When painting monks, he inscribed the lines in
small seal characters; "I smile because | have nothing to desire, [ feel happy though | live a plain life. ™ When painting a soar-
ing hawk . he inscribed the character “soaring high” in official script. In a word . the inscription and the painting match harme
niously. This in some degree reveals the artist’s versality.,

Guo Yintu's works are characterized by vivid expressions and bold outline. This may be due to his professional habit. In
the design and composition of his painti one can experiene a journalist’s instinct out of which he satirizes social evils and
praises the healthy trends; he painted pinetrees in forceful brushwork, obviously praising their vitality and powerfulness; he
created his Sweet Sugar Canes of South Fujian in light strokes, obviously revealing his love for his hometown ; Lu Xun
As Wu Zhuren put

in in his work appears dignified ; and on the portrait of Lei Feng he inscribed “the soul of the nation” .-
it when making comments on Guo's works. “Making empaisis on politics is probably a journalist’s characteristics.
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Recent Picture of Guo Yintu, Master of Sweet-potato House

A WORD ABOUT MYSELF

I love painting and calligraphy so much that [ almost spend
all my sparetime in them. But | had never dreamed of publishing
my works in an album like this before some of my friends incited
me to do that. | think that an album is only a brief summary for
an amateur painter of his artistic activity , and I know I have still
a long way to go. However, | also feel this album somewhat
meagre for a member of Fujiang Artists’ Association.

I use a text to introduce me and my painting by Mr. Lin Jic
as the foreword of this album. The text was published on a
coloured page specially for my paintings in Hongdong's Wenhui
on || July, 15992, under the title of “Guo Yintu, a Versatile
Amateur Artist. " The text is said to be an apt appraisal of me
and my works. Mr. Lin Jie is an expert critic of paintings and
calligraphy . and, though 1 have not known him in person, yet
we are friends in mind. He is generous enough to permit me to
use his text.

Various new forms and techniques have been applied in
painting recent years. As an amateur artist [ feel hard to keep up
with the new fashion. | have been trying my best, however, 1o
depict the artistic conceptions in my paintin ;, emphasize the for

Fidgey dg o

mal easthetic perception, and combine Chinese art with the west-
ern. “Passion makes brushwork fine. " It is true that a good work
must be that which overwhelms with passion. and good forms
and artistic perceptions cannot be fulfilled withiout real passion.
In famous artist Wu Guanzhong's words; “Any new forms and
techniques cannot exist long without real passion. Just like a new
fasion of a safa or a dress, it is new today but it becames old to-
morrow. The real passion is always new. The real passion to
gether with the experience of life, even a miserable life, makes a
real artist. ” What a brillant opinion it is! As a new comer of art
world, T always take this as a motto.

Probably | of my prof I characteristic of a jour-

nalist, I always insist that a good work must be that which brings

to people aesthetic perception and enlightenment with both
healthy content and perfect form.

“Cu o i nt u

10 August, 1957,
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More Fragrance After Rain

(inscribed by Chen Fengwu)
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