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Dialogue Between Intellect and Passion,

Impact of Academy and Thought

In May of the year 2004, in the east of the world and the age-
old but modern city Beijing, China Forum on the Humanities and
Social Sciences 2004 attracted many scholars domestic and abroad,
where they launched the dialogue between intellect and passion,
and confronted the impact of academy and thought.

China Forum on the Humanities and Social Sciences was initia-
ted by Renmin University of China in 2001, with the purpose to
provide opportunities of idea exchanging, academic discussion, so-
cial attention and problems solving for China humanities and social
sciences, and discuss the development scheme and explore the fu-
ture road for the development of humanities and social sciences with
experts and scholars from all quarters. During the past three

years, Renmin University of China has successfully held three
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forums, namely “Uplifting the Banner of Humanities and Social
Sciences”, “Humanities and Social Sciences in China Advancing
with Time” and “ China in the Period of Important Strategic Op-
portunities”, The three forums have aroused enormous response
and caused great concern with the humanities and social sciences of
the whole society. China Forum on the Humanities and Social Sci-
ences is recognized as the most high-level forum in the domain of
humanities and social sciences in China,

There are three differences between China Forum on the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences 2004 and the former three ones:

Firstly, the topic is more centralized. If the comprehensibility
of topics of the former forums is considered to be more obvious and
outstanding, the forum of 2004 is even more centralized and spe-
cialized. China’s reform development has entered a new period of
important strategic opportunities, and great reforms in many fields
are brought into effect; Various kinds of profound contradictions e-
merge entirely, and financial safety is facing a great deal of challen-
ges in an all-round way; Moreover, the increasing promotion of
China’s world status, the proposition of peaceful development stra-
tegic, and the reorientation of the effect and responsibility of China
in global economic development, etc. are also the reality of today’s
China. All these above are the macro-background of the forum,
and based on the background, this forum chose “China in the

World Economy and Financial System;: Challenges and Opportuni-
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ties” as its topic, which was divided into six important issues, di-
rectly concerning with the important economic problems of the chal-
lenges and opportunities China would probably face in future,

Secondly, the participants’ level is higher, We have guests
from overseas like the Nobel laureate winners in economics, Pro-
fessor Robert A. Mundell, and Professor Michael Spence as well
as Professor Ronald 1. McKinnon, Professor Edmund S. Phelps,
Professor Padma Desai, Professor Jagdish Bhagwati and other
world well-known academic masters; we have domestic renown ac-
ademic authorities; Professor Huang Da, Professor Wu Jinglian,
Professor Li Yining, Professor Wang Chuanlun, etc. ; we have
the former scholarly government high-ranking officials, Professor
Long Yongtu, and Dr. Wei Yu; moreover, we also have two
presidents from two famous universities: Professor Ji Baocheng
from Renmin University of China and Professor Ishi Hiromitsu
from Hitotsubashi University. One may well say that it’s the ban-
quet that wisdom and masters all come together.

Thirdly, the scale of the forum is larger. In the past few
years, the auditorium of our forums could only accommodate a lit-
tle more than 400 people, but the one of forum 2004 was held in
the Century Hall of Renmin University of China, and was able to
admit more than 7,000 people in total for the morning and after-
noon lectures, The China Forum on the Humanities and Social Sci-

ences 2004 was really an unprecedented academic pageant. Other
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attendees included officials of government departments like the re-
search office of the State Council, Central Policy Research Center,
Ministry of Education, China Securities Regulatory Commission,
and China Society of Economic Reform, etc.; functionaries of fi-
nancial institutions like China Development Bank, Agricultural
Bank of China, China Minsheng Banking Corporation, CITIC In-
dustrial Bank, etc., as well as managers of some well-known en-
terprises, such as China National Offshore Oil Corporation, Leno-
vo Holding Corporation, Beijing Centergate Technologies (hold-
ing) Corporation Ltd. , China United Telecommunications Corpo-
ration Ltd. , and Taikang Life Insurance Corporation Ltd. There
are also teacher/student representatives of 12 universities in Bei-
jing, such as Renmin University of China, Peking University, Ts-
inghua University, Beijing Normal University and the Central Uni-
versity of Finance and Economics.

There is an old saying in The Great Learning , Book of Rites;
to know is to understand, and knowing comes only after under-
standing. The purpose of science is to explore the laws of exist-
ence, while the mission of scholars is to promote the development
of science. This book collected and compiled the excellent dialogues
and lectures of the academic masters, which have fully shown the
scholar’s sagacity and glamour of thought. We believe that the Chi-
na Forum on the Humanities and Social Sciences 2004 has certainly

left a bright and profound impression in the history of the develop-
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ment of China humanities and social sciences, and written down a

brilliant and significant chapter.

September, 2004
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