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The

Autobiography

Of
Mao Tse-Tung

Part 1

BOYHOOD OF A CHINESE RED

ditors’ Note—Here begins the autobiography of the man who has

led the Communist movement in China for the past ten years, and
on whose head the central government set a price osf $250 000. This
is, we believe, the first material signed by any important Chinese
Communist to appear anywhere in English.

The autobiography was dictated, partly with the aid of an
interpreter, to Edgar Snow, who spent four months in Red China. He
says: “My interviews with Mao Tse-tung took place always at night.
They often lasted till one or two in the morning, Mao retiring very
late and frequently doing his heaviest work after midnight—a habit
which may be traced to his early career as a newspaper man. Mao
knows a little English, but for these interviews a returned student, Wu
Liang-p‘ing, a young Soviet functionary in Pao-an, acted as
interpreter. I have written down the story just as it came to me, in
conversation with Mao, and my English text was checked over and
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Autobiography

Or
Mao Tse-Tung

corrected by the interpreter. I did not tamper with it or attempt to
improve upon it in any way.”

The first two instalments deal with Mao’s childhood and
education. Later instalments will tell how he became a Marxist, how
the Chinese Soviet was organized, and how the Red army was built up
and fought its successive campaigns, which culminated in the Long
March of 7 000 miles to the Northwest, one of the greatest treks in
history. Thus the autobiography, besides its sheer human interest,
offers a connected story of many events, long obscured, which must
be covered by future historians of this period.
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was born in the village of Shao Shan, in Hsiang T ‘an

County, Hunan Province,in 1893. My father was a poor
peasant and while still young was obliged to join the army
because of heavy debts. He was a soldier for many years. Later
on he returned to the village where | was born, and by saving
carefully and gathering together a little money through small
trading and other enterprise he managed to buy back his land.

As middle peasants then my family owned fifteen mu of land
[a mu is about a sixth of an acre]. On this they could raise sixty
piculs of rice a year. The five members of the family consumed a
total of thirty-five piculs—that is, about seven each—which left an
annual surplus of twenty-five piculs. Using this surplus, my father
accumulated a little capital and in time purchased seven more
mu, which gave the family the status of “rich” peasants. We could
then raise eighty-four piculs of rice a year on our fields.

When | was ten years of age and the family owned only fifteen
mu of land, the five members of the family consisted of my father,
mother, grandfather, younger brother and myself. After we had
acquired the additional seven mu, my grandfather died, but there
came another younger brother. However, we still had a surplus of
forty-nine piculs of rice each year, and on this my father steadily

prospered.




