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University Days
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I passed all the other courses that I took at my University, but I

could never pass botany. This was because all botany students had to
spend several hours a week in a laboratory looking through a micro-
scope at plant cells, and I could never see through a microscope. I never
once saw a cell through a microscope. This used to enrage my instruc-
tor. He would wander around the laboratory pleased with the progress
all the students were making in drawing the involved and, so I am told,

BOOEX » > > >

interesting structure of flower cells, until he came to me. I would just be
standing there. “I can’t see anything,” I would say. He would begin pa-
tiently enough, explaining how anybody can see through a microscope,
but he would always end up in a fury, claiming that I could too see
through a microscope but just pretend that I couldn’t.  “It takes away
from the beauty of flowers anyway,” I used to tell him.  “We are not
concerned with beauty in this course,” he would say.  “We are con-
cerned solely with what I may call the mechanics of flowers.”  “Well,”
I'd say, “I can’t see anything.” “Try it just once again,” he’d say, and I
would put my eye to the microscope and see nothing at all, except now
and again a nebulous milky substance—a phenomenon of maladjustment.
You were supposed to see a vivid, restless clockwork of sharply defined
plant cells, “I see what looks like a lot of milk,” I would tell him. This,
he claimed, was the result of my not having adjusted the microscope
properly, so he would readjust it for me, or rather, for himself. And I
would look again and see milk.

I finally took a deferred pass, as they called it, and waited a year and
tried again.  (You had to pass one of the biological sciences or you
couldn’t graduate.) The professor had come back form vacation brown
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as a berry, brightened, and eager to explain cellstructure again to his
classes. “Well,” he said to me, cheerily when we met in the fist lab-
oratory hour of the semester, “we’re going to see cells this time,
aren’t we?” “Yes, sir,” I said. Students to right of me and to left of
me and in front of me were seeing cells’, and what’s more, they
were quietly drawing pictures of them on their notebooks. Of
course, I didn’t see anything,

“We’ll try it,” the professor said to me grimly, “with every ad-
justment the microscope known to man. As God is my witness, I'll
arrange this glass so that you see cells through it or I’ll give up
teaching. In twenty-two years of botany, I—" he cut off abruptly
for he was beginning to quiver all over, like Lionel Barrymore.

So we tried it with every adjustment of the microscope known
to man. With only one of them did I see anything but blackness or
the familiar lacteal opacity, and that time I saw, to my pleasure and
amazement, a variegated constellation of flecks, specks and dots.
These I hastily drew. The instructor, noting my activity, came back
from an adjoining desk, a smile on his lips and his eyebrows high in
hope. He looked at my cell drawing. “What’s that?” he demanded,
with a hint of squeal in his voice. “That’s what I saw,” 1 said. “You
didn’t, you didn’t, you didn’t! ” he screamed, losing control of his
temper instandy, and he bent over and squinted into the micro-
scope. His head snapped up. “That’s your eye! ” he shouted. “You’
ve fixed the lens so that it reflects! You've drawn your eye! ”

%%a

1. Why did the author see milky substance in stead of plant cells?

A. He saw the plant cells but he pretended that he couldn’t.
B. Because he put some milk under the microscope.
C. Because he wanted to be different from others.

D. Because he did not adjust the microscope properly.

2. How did the professor feel toward his students?

A. He was satisfied with everyone except the author.
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B. He was pleased with the progress of all the students.
C. He did not pay any attention to the author.

D. He did not care much about his students.

. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A. The professor came back from his vacation reluctantly.

B. All botany students had to spend some time in a laboratory.

C. The professor was always patient with the author.
D. The students were supposed to see animal cells.

. When he saw the author’s activity, the professor

A. was very happy that he saw the cells at last.

B. continued his wandering as if he did not notice.
C. shouted out because he did not believe him.

D. asked all the students to come to his desk.

‘KP’ % ¥ shrll; cry or sound
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School and Life

QEFTVe

In my experience the problem of what to do in life was not
made any easier by those who were entrusted with my education.
Looking back, it seems most odd that never once in all the years
that 1 was at school was there any general discussion about careers.
As presumably the main object of going to school is to prepare for
after life, it surely would have been very easy and relevant to orga-
nize lectures or discussions designed to give boys a broad view of
the enormous variety of occupations open to men of average intel-
ligence. Of course many boys were destined from birth to follow
their fathers” careers, but even these would have benefited by
glimpse of a wider horizon. Often and often in after life I have
come across people doing jobs that I had never dreamed of before,
and which would have thrilled me had I been told about them at
school. 1 suppose the reason for this extraordinary omission is that
so many schoolmasters had themselves such a restricted view. Spend-
ing all their time working to a rigid curriculum, the passing of ex-
aminations by their pupils gradually became the whole object of
their working life. I recognize the importance of being made to
learn things that one does not like, but surely it was not good to
give the young mind the impression that all education was a form
of mental gymnastics. For example, I used to find geometry rather
fun, and, when I still had the naive idea that what I was being
taught might have some practical value, I asked what geometry was
for. The only answer I ever got was that it taught one how to
solve problems. If, instead, I had been told the simple fact that the
word was derived from the Greek ge, the earth, and metron, a
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measure, and that the meaningless triangles that I was asked to jug-
gle with formed the basis of geographical exploration, astronomy and
navigation, the subject would immediately have assumed a thrilling
romance, and, what is more, it would have been directly connected
in my mind with the things that most appealed to me.

My experience in this connection may have been unfortunate, but
it was by no means unique, many of may friends who went to different
schools confess to a similar experience, and complain that when they had
completed their school education they had not the remotest idea of
what they wanted to do. Moreover I do not think that this curiously de-
tached attitude towards education was confined to schools. It has been
intended that I should go to one of the great universities. I was tepid
about the idea myself, for I had developed a dislike for the very thought
of educational establishments. However, the prospect of three extra sea-
sons in the Alps was a considerable incentive, and by dint of an enor-
mous mental effort, I succeeded in cramming sufficient Latin into my
head to pass (at my second attempt) the necessary entrance examination.
In due course I went to be interviewed by the master of my prospective
college. When 1 was asked what subject I proposed to take when I came
up to the university, I replied, somewhat diffidently, that I wanted to
take Geology—diffidently, because I still regarded such things as having
no reality in the hard world of word. The answer to my suggestion
confirmed my fears. What on earth do you want to do with Geology?
There is no opening there unless you eventually get a first and become a
lecturer in the subject. A first, a lecturer—I, who could not even learn a
couple of books of Horace by heart! I felt that I was being laughed at.
In fact I am sure I was not, and that my adviser was quite sincere and
only trying to be helpful, but I certainly did not feel like arguing the
matter. 1 listened meekly to suggestions that I should take Classics or
Law, and left the room in a state of profound depression. “Oh Lord,” 1
thought, “even here I won't be able to escape from Kennedy’s Latin
Primer, with which I had been struggling for ten years.”
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1. According to the author, would benefit from lectures and
discussions about careers.
A. all of the students

B. only whose who would follow their fathers’ careers

C. students who were going to find jobs themselves
D. only those who were ambitious
2. The author wanted to study Geology in university .

A. because he liked it very much
B. as the adviser suggested
C. though he did not know much about it
D. because it is his parents’ will
. What caused the great omission according to the author?
A. The students did not like any discussions about careers.
B. It was illegal to do so.
C. Schoolteachers did not want to discuss it.
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D. Many schoolmasters had a restricted view.
4. The author his prospective university.

A. was very enthusiastic about
B. was disappointed at
C. was quite satisfied with
D. was looking forward to
5. Why was the author not very enthusiastic about going to a great
university?
A. Because he did not like to study.
B. Because he wanted to have a job to earn money.
C. Because his parents wanted him to quit school.
D. Because he was disappointed with the educational system.



