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AUTHORS PREFACE

Not quite a century has elapsed since the modern
science of chemistry was first introduced into China.
Although there have been several publications on English-
Chinese chemical terminology, it is felt that there is still
lacking one with adequate chemical terms (especially
names of organic compounds) side by side with their
Chinese equivalents in conformity with recognized
standards. To fill this gap, this work has been under-
taken, with a view to assist the Chinese students to study
chemistry or chemical engineering more intelligently in
their mother tongue.

Every effort has been made to render the Chinese
translations closely consistent with the standardized system
adopted by the Ministry of Education as a result of re-
peated conferences held on chemical nomenclature. As
this Lexicon was compiled and printed during the years of
Japanese occupation of Shanghai, which was virtually
isolated from the interior, it was well-nigh impossible to
consult the expert opinions of many noted chemists in Free
China as well as to obtain any information regarding the
latest additions and revisions made by the Terminology
Committee appointed by the Ministry of Education. « It is,
however, our belief that, even if there were minor modifica-
tions made during the last few years, such modifications
will not seriously affect the work we have undertaken.
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In at attempt to cover a larger field in organic chemis-
try, we have taken Heilbron's “Dictionary of Organic
Compounds” (8 vols.) as the basis of our translation, sup-
plemented by inorganic and other technical terms derived
from such dictionaries as Hackh’s, Miall’s, ete. For easy
reference and practical utility of the student, scientific
terms In physics, mineralogy, geology, pharmacy, ete., that
are more or less related to chemistry, have also been
included.

While still far from being perfect, this little volume,
we hope, will serve as a pioneer work in the field of
systematic translation of chemical terms into Chinese.
Owing to serious handicaps under which we were labour-
ing, mistakes and typographical errors are unavoidable.
Criticisms from our readers are cordially invited, so that
due corrections may be made in the future.

Shanghai, China Z. Z.. ZEE
March 1st, 1947 _ L. H.\ CHENG
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