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ABSTRACT

This dissertation is dedicated to explore the development and trans-
formation of adult education in the United States, demonstrate the histori-
cal originations and final destination of adult education ideas and practice
as well as expound the internal rules of interdependence and interaction
between the social, political , economical and cultural development and
American adult education from the historical point of view. Such research
is done mainly through three aspects: representative characters, typical
events and important laws in the American history of adult education.

Based on the wealthy resources of the educational history, this dis-
sertation clear up the significant changes that existed in the field of adult
education. For examples, Franklin established a group called " Junto” in
1776, in which people gathered and discussed various problems in the
evening periodically. This form set an example to later adult education or-
ganizations . The Mechanics Institute, the Lowell Institute and the Cooper
Union provided public lectures concerning science, arts and the natural
history etc. to common people. The creation of the Land — granted Col-
lege adapted to the demands for modernization of American agriculture and
industry, and stimulated the spread of the University Extension together
with the Agricultural Co-operation and Extension, which supplied adults
with more and more opportunities for higher education. Chautaugua pio-
neered in laying the foundations for the principles of free attendance in

adult education. A great variety of adult schools and the correspondence
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schools made contributions to the Americanization education.

In the aspect of theory, this dissertation chiefly introduces three
opinions about adult education object held by new intellectuals in the ear-
ly 20th century: (1) The adult education should aim at a diffusion of
knowledge. (2)The adult education should act as a tool of altering soci-
ety. (3) The adult education should be a kind of liberal education.
Around these ideas, this paper separately portrays several intellectuals’
thoughts including James Harvey Robinson, Lyman Bryson, Everett Dean
Martin, Alexander Merklejohn, John Dewey, Eduard C. Lindeman etc. .
What’ s more, Malcolm Knowles’ ideas about adult education and Robert
Hutchins’ opinions on leaming society are included in this paper. This
paper also gives a few theory genres of adult education popular in existing
American society. At the same time, this paper also explains the course
of adult education’s professionalization according to the theory, academic
authority and professional groups in the field of adult education .

This dissertation explains the fact that the federal government has
been strengthening the control over adult education through analyzing sev-
eral laws such as Adult Education Act, Life long Learning Act and so on.
Also this dissertation deals with the ideals and determinations of American
government and some groups to enlarge the leamning opportunities of
adults, realize the equity of education and establish the lifelong leaming
system. This is finished by way of expatiating some literature such as the
1947 Present Higher Education Commission Report, the Carnegie Higher
Education Commission Report in 1973, America 2000: An Education
Strategy and so on.

This dissertation believes that America tries to improve the people’s
learning sense, utilize the functions of the community colleges, speed up

the university extension, develop the corporation culture and promote the
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web — based education. All of these measures strive at the appearance of
a learning society in which everyone is able to avail themselves of learning
opportunities . In modern society, leaning is becoming an important way of
life, and the goal of American adult education is to form a learning soci-
ety.

This dissertation generalizes several characteristics that American
adult education emits during the course of its advancement. First, Ameri-
can government places emphasis on adult education legislation. Second,
the forms of adult education are flexible and various. Third, practicability
is always stressed. Fourth, the research work of adult education attracts
attention. Fifth, the adult education is inclined to prolong its period. In
addition, this paper points out several problems. At last, the dissertation
concludes the implications of the promotion of our country’s adult educa-

tion in the future from the above — mentioned experience .

Key words: American adult education, thought and practice, tradi-

tion and transformation, learning society
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