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2 Subject 1 Family Matters

.Cistening and speaking activities

Interview 1

] A l‘lanpy I:amil)’ e

1 Discussion
Discuss the following quotation: What kind of family is a happy family? What is

o O an unhappy one?
&

gl s .
tg( o “

All happy families resemble one another; every unhappy fam-

ily is unhappy in its own fashion.

\\ Leo Tolstoy', Anna Karenina

foo

Megan is a mother in her thirties. She is a homemaker.
But she was once an artist and marketing manager with an
advertisement company before she had children. Her hus-
band is a business consultant in an investment company. They have
three children. a 12-year-old daughter, a 9-year-old son and a 7-
year-old son who is very interested in learning Chinese. The young-
est boy aspires to climb the Himalaya Mountains when he grows
up. And he made a pinky swear with the author to go with him
when he goes mountaineering in China.

G B T T S




Subject 1 Family Matters 3

2 Listen and take notes

Based on your notes, discuss the following questions with your conversa-
tional partner.

- Questions

»1  What is Megan’s idea of a happy family?

»2 What is life like in a lower middle working class family?

»3  What is her view of American families in general?

»4  What are her expectations of her children?

»5 What change does the Sept. 11 event cause in the attitude of ordinary Americans
toward family life?

3 Language work
Listen to the passage again and find expressions for the following blanks.

1) A family, whose members, including their relatives such as cousins and grandpar-

ents, live together, is called
2) You may own a lot of things in life such as cars, a beautiful house, and posh furni-

ture, but your family may not be a happy one. So a happy family may not be

3) For the woman, it is that children can see their father every evening.
4) American families are more and more diverse in structure. In Megan’s opinion,

American family is .
5) Americans are how they feel about family life after Sept 11th.
6) InMegan’s opinion, to keep American values , Americans must

improve their attitude toward family life.

Interview 2

smsssseesew== Relationship ===

Husband and Wife
A Cross-Culture Marriage

Listen to the second interview about another family in which the husband, Bill, is
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American and his wife, Lin Lin, is of Chinese origin. They were married about half
a year ago although they had known each other for several years.

~ Before you listen, think of the following questions
»1 What is the most important thing between husband and wife in order to create
a happy family?
»2  Would you like to marry someone from another culture? What would be the diffi-
culties in a cross-culture marriage?

1 Questions for discussion after listening
1) Did the listening confirm your thoughts?
2) Think of Megan’s view in the first interview. How does Bill’s view differ from

hers about an ideal happy family?

2 Listen and talk

Listen again and take notes about the following topics.

1) When Bill says a happy family is an intimate one, how
does he explain this idea?

2) How does Bill feel about Lin Lin’s frequent calls to her
family?

3) From what Bill said about his father, can you envision
what kind of man he is?

4) What is the worry of Lin Lin’s mother?

5) Bill is not worried about the cultural differences be-
tween him and his wife’s family. But what prevents
their communication?

6) How does Bill think of Lin Lin’s father?

7) What is Lin Lin’s misunderstanding of the family rela-
tionship in American culture?

8) What is the joke between husband and wife?

9) Bill mentions the financial arrangement for the wedding. What point does he want

to make here?

Based on your notes, discuss the above questions with your conversational
partner.
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Reading for fun

== A THhankful Woman and Mother -

e

Read the following article and explain the differences of priorities before and after
the author had children. Write your reactions to the reading according to the ex-
ample.

A Cornucopia of Thanks

by Debbie Farmer

«,/z Since I became an adult, I discovered that the meaning of Thanks-
ll giving sure isn't what it used to be.

When I was younger, I remember receiving the inevitable home-
work assignment to write an essay on “Something I am thankful for.”
Then, I'd spend a ton of time sitting in my room trying to figure out just
what in the world that could possibly be, and I'd end up writing down
everything I could think of, from God to environmental consciousness.

But after having children, my priorities have clearly changed.

Before children: I was thankful to have been born in the United
States of America, the most powerful, free democracy in the world.

After children: I am thankful for Velcro tennis shoes. As well as
saving valuable time, now I can hear the sound of my son taking off his
shoes — which gives me three extra seconds to activate the safety
locks on the backseat windows? right before he hurls them out of the
car and onto the freeway.

Before children: I was thankful for the recycling program that will
preserve our natural resources and prevent the overflowing of landfills.

After children: I am thankful for swim diapers, because every time
my son wanders into water in plain disposable, he ends up wearing a
blimp the size of, say, New Jersey, on his bottom.

Before children: I was thankful for fresh, organic vegetables.

After children: I am thankful for microwavable macaroni and cheese*
— without which my children would be surviving on about three bites of

cereal and their own spit.
Before children: I was thankful for the opportunity to obtain a col-
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lege education and have a higher quality
of life than my ancestors.

After children: I am thankful to finish
a complete thought without being inter-
rupted.

Before children: I was thankful for ho-
listic medicine® and natural herbs.

After children: I am thankful for any
pediatric cough syrup guaranteed to “cause
drowsiness” in young children.

Before children: I was thankful for all
of the teachers who had taught, encour-
aged, and nurtured me throughout my for-
mative years.

After children: I am thankful for all of the people at Weight Watch-
ers® who let me strip down to pantyhose and a strategically placed scarf
before getting on the scale each week. '

Before children: 1 was thankful for the opportunity to vacation in
exotic foreign countries, so I could experience a different way of life in
a new culture.

After children: I am thankful to have time to make it all the way
down the driveway to get the mail.

Before children: I was thankful for the Moosewood vegetarian Cook-
book’.

After children: I am thankful for the butterball turkey hotlines.

Before children: I was thankful for a warm, cozy home to share with
my loved ones.

After children: I am thankful for the lock on the bathroom door.

Before children: I am thankful for material objects like custom fur-
niture?, a nice car, and trendy clothes.

After children: I am thankful when the baby spits up and misses my
good shoes.

Before children: I was thankful for my wonderful family.

After children: I am thankful for my wonderful family.

K.
i

3
el

J

Before she had children, her priority sounded like grand con-
cerns: her country, democracy. freedom or power of her nation.
But now her priority is her children. and the things they do. such as
taking off shoes. and hurling them out of the car windows.

For example f
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5ummary

»1  Explain briefly the changes of the author in her priorities after having children.
Do you like this kind of change? Why or why not?

»2 What do you thank for about your family? Are there any changes after you went
to the college?
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Reading

Parents and Children

ll Pre-reading discussion

»1  Did your parents urge you to study when you were at middle and high schools?
»2 How did you respond to their urges?
»3 Did you understand your parents then?

e

The scene is familiar. A boy of eight years old rubs his
lumbering eyes while climbing clumsily onto the public bus for
his school at 6:30 am. The school starts at 7:15 am. Five morn-
ing classes consumed most of his energy before lunch at
12:00. The hour-long lunch break is his most valuable time.
But he has to get things ready for the next three classes until
3.30 pm when the school finishes. But he still doesn't have
time for himself because there are more than four or five
hours of schoolwork ahead. He would be lucky if he could
finish it before dinner, but usually he was not that lucky. In the
evening, his loving parents want him to have piano lessons
for one hour. ... After everything is done, he still has to pre-
pare for the classes of the next day. He heaves a heavy,

Background | J

172
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helpless sigh before going to bed at 9:30 pm.

While Chinese children are "combating” hard, many Ameri-
can children are "combating” the same battle but in a differ-
ent ground. Three American journalists recently reported a
story featuring this educational baltleground in Newsweek
Magazine.

L Hbssage A

The Parent Trap
A Feature Story

Read the following feature story and write your response to the reading on the
blank space on the right.

Raising children today is like competing in a
triathlon with no finish line in sight. Days are filled
with a mad scramble of sports, music lessons, prep
courses!? and battles over homework. We only want
what'’s best for them, but our kids may not be bet-
ter off.

All fall, Suzanne Upton of Ann Arbor, Michigan,
struggled to manage her children’s demanding
schedule: homework plus soccer and hockey for
Sam, 9, and piano, soccer and ballet for Annie, 7. It
wasn'’t easy, especially with Sam’s required prac-
tices — three days a week for soccer and five days
for hockey. The Christmas season, filled with school
parties, threatened to be even more hectic. Then
the snow started falling ... and falling ... and falling. [ Words for study
Four housebound days later, the family had baked housebound: unable to go
cookies and generally mellowed out. “Those snow | out (because of the snow)
days,” Upton says, "were God’s way of telling us to mellow out: (The family)
slow down.” become relaxed.

But that’s not likely. These days, raising kids is




