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Sludies

Studies serve for delight. for ornament. and for
ability. Their chief usc for dclight is in privateness
and retiring; for ornament. is in discourse; and for
ability. is in the judgement and disposition of
business. For expert men can cxecute. and perhaps
judge of particulars. one by one; but the general
counsels. and the plots and marshalling' of affairs.
come best from those that are learned. To spend too
much time in studies is sloth®; to use them too much
for ornament is affectation; to make judgement
wholly by their rules is the humour® of the scholar.
They perfect nature, and are perfected by
experience; for natural abilitics are like natural
plants, that need proyning' by study; and studies
themselves do give forth dircctions to much at large.
except they be bounded in by experience.

Francis Bacon: Of Studies

1 marshalling: arrangement
2 sloth: laziness

3 humour: habitual tendency
4 proyn: trim
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Books

Recad not to contradict and confute. nor to
believe and take for granted. nor to find talk and
discourse. but to weigh and consider. Somec books
arc to be tasted. others to be swallowed. and some
few 10 be chewed and digested; that is. some books
arc to be read only in parts; others to be read but not
curiously ; and some few to be read wholly. and with
diligence and attention. Some books also may be read
by deputy. and extracts made of them by others: but
that would be only in the less important arguments.
and the meaner sort of books; clse distilled books arc
like common distilled waters. flashy' things. Reading
maketh a full man; conference’ a ready’ man; and
writing an exact man.

Francis Bacon: Of Studies

1 flashy ; iasteless
2 conference: communication. converse
3 ready :quick in speech
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What Ir s to Love

Good shepherd. tell this youth what ’tis to love.
It is to be all made of sighs and tears: —

It is to be all made of faith and service: —

It is to be all made of fantasy;

All made of passion. and all made of wishes;
All adoration. duty'. and observance’.

All humbleness. all patience. and impaticnce .

All purity. all trial . all observance.

William Shakespearc: As You Like It Act 5 Scence 2

Frrendshlp and Love

Friendship is constant in all other things.

Save in the office’ and affairs of love;

Therefore all hearts in love use their own tongues.
Let every cye negotiate for itself.

And trust no agent; for beauty is a witch

Against whose charms’ faith melteth into blood.

William Shakespearc: Much Ado About Nothing
Act 2 Scene 1

1 duty: reverence

2 observance: devoted service

3 office: business

4 Against whose charms: in the face of whose spells

.60
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Knowing and Doing

If to do were as casy as to know what were good
to do. chapels had been churches. and poor men’s
cottages princes’ palaces. It i1s a good divine' that
follows his own instructions”; 1 can easier teach
twenty what were good to be done. than be onec of
the twenty to follow mine own teaching. The brain
may devise laws for the blood®; but a hot temper
leaps over a cold decree —such a hare is madness the
youth. to skip o’er the meshes’' of good counsel the
cripple’.

William Shakespeare: T'he Merchant of Venice
Act 1 Scene 2

1 divine: clergyman

2 follows. . . instructions ; practices what he preaches

3 for the blood: to control passion

4 meshes: nets

5 good. . . cripple: wisdom the old mam incapable of action
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Merg

The quality of mercy is not strain’d’;

It droppeth as the gentle rain from hcaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest®,

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.
*Tis mighticst in the mightiest; it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
His sceptre’ shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to' awe and majesty .

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But merey is above this sceptred sway.

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings.

It 1s an atiribute to” God himself ;

And carthly power doth then show likest God's

When mercey scasons” justice.

William Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice
Act 4 Scene 1

1 strain’d: constrained

2 is twice blest: bestows a double blessing.
3 sceptre. {} 1Y) Ykl

1 attribute to. visible symbol of

5 attribute to: quality of

6 seasons: tcmpers

o 10 .
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