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| SectionfA)

The Expensive Fantasy of Lord Williams

Background Information

v

1. Tomintoul

Tomintoul is a village which is the base camp for climbers and walkers in the area round
the rivers Avon and Livet. Nearby, Cromdale and the Ladder Hills foreshadow the Cairngorm
Mountains. Please visit the web site http: //www.tghh.ukgateway.net for more information.

. Scotland
Scotland is one of four constituent nations which form the United Kingdom (the other three

are England, Wales and Northern Ireland). Forming the northern part of the island of Great
Britain, Scotland is 31,510 square miles in area, 274 miles long from North to South, and varies
in breadth between 24 and 154 miles. The official language is English, although Gaelic is
spoken, primarily in the North and West of Scotland.

Scotland is divided into three main regions: the Highlands, the Midland Valley and the
Southern Uplands. Most of the population and the majority of Scotland’s industry is located
within the Midland Valley.

Scotland includes 787 islands, of which most belong to groups known as the Hebrides,
Orkney and Shetland. Only 62 exceed three square miles in area.

Scotland is well-known for its mountainous and beautiful scenery. Much of the upland
within the UK is contained within the borders of Scotland, along with the highest peaks.

Government in Scotland is in four tiers. A new Scottish Parliament was elected in 1999,
following devolution of powers from the United Kingdom Parliament in London.

The Scottish Parliament is supported by the Scottish Executive based in Edinburgh. The
Scottish Government is led by a First Minister.

Scotland also has its own banking system and its own banknotes. Edinburgh is the second
financial center of the UK and one of the major financial centers of the world.

Scotland has given rise to many more famous people, notable in the arts, literature, the
sciences and as inventors, philosophers, architects and so on, than would be expected for a
country of such modest size and population.

Please see http: //www.geo.ed.ac.uk/home/scotland/scotland.html for more information.
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3. Scotland Yard
The headquarters of the London Metropolitan Police. The term is often used, popularly,

to refer to one branch, the Criminal Investigation Department (CID). Named after a short street
in London, the site of a palace used in the 12th century as a residence of visiting Scotlish kings,
it became London’s police center in 1829. New and separate headquarters for the Metropolitan
Police were built in 1890 along the Thames embankment and were referred to as New Scotland
Yard. In 1967, New Scotland Yard moved to new headquarters. also in the Westminster area.
To read more about how London’s Scotland Yard gets its name, please visit nttp: //
ask.yahoo.com/ask/20001122.ntml o1 http: //www.tvacres.com/police_european.nmtm. The official web
site for Scotland Yard is located at http: //www.met.police.uk.

4. Irish Republican Army (IRA)

A nationalist organization devoted to the integration of Ireland as a complete and
independent unit. Organized by Michael Collins from remnants of rebel units dispersed after
the Easter Rebellion in 1916, it was composed of the more militant members of the Irish
Volunteers, and it became the military wing of the Sinn Féin party.

In 1969 the IRA split into two groups, the majority, or “officials” , advocating a united
socialist Ireland but disavowing terrorist activities, and the “provisionals” | claiming
terrorism as a necessary catalyst for unification. The “provisionals” then began a systematic
terrorist campaign in Northern Ireland.

Please visit http: //www.encyclopedia.com/ntml/ifirishrlep.asp for more information. The web
page at http: //www.terrorismanswers.com/groups/ira.htmi provides detailed information about its
history and politics.

5. Chirnside
A village of Berwickshire in the Scottish Borders, Chirnside lies to the north of the
Whiteadder Water, 9 miles (15 km) west of Berwick-upon-Tweed. It has a 12th century church
and a paper mill established in 1842. For more information about Chirnside and the Scottish
Borders in general, please visit the website at http: //www.armatura.connectfree.co.uk/chirn.ntm.

Detailed Study of the Tex tV

1. Tomintoul, Scotland — On Saturday night at The Grouse’s Nest ... (Para. 1)
At the beginning of a news report we usually have the name of the place where the event took

place. For example:
New York — On Tuesday afternoon, September 11, 2001, ...
Notice the sentences in the text are relatively long, which is typical of news report.

2. ... they’re still willing to raise a glass or two to “Lord Williams”, though now his title prompts

laughter. (Para. 1)
Meaning: The villagers are still willing to drink a toast to “Lord Williams” although he is
no longer “Lord Williams™ and people would burst into laughter upon hearing

the title.

3. ... they’re still willing to raise a glass or two to “Lord Williams”, ... (Para.1)
raise a glass to: express good wishes to



4.

7.

10.

B HerizeniCollegh Enaih

He told us he had just started a new company and we raised our glasses to him. {th 45 k3%

T HBRIGT T 52 b, 3% PERR I b DL o
I think we should raise a glass to our hostess. FRAHIA |7 1Z 7 M i) e NFAR

... though now his title prompts laughter. (Para.1)

prompt: v. be the cause of

The need for the villagers to control their own fate has prompted a new plan. FrEEEERE
WA LM, XMl T -EE .

The sight of the ships prompted thoughts of his distant home. JLFAFLERT {hAB & T 1%
K S .

a. acting or done quickly or at the right time

A prompt action is done without any delay. {F 4T 8078 BCFHR R .

You have been so prompt in carrying out all these commissions. B £ 1X 2441 5 /R #R5E B
TR

We don’t worry because they were always so prompt with their rental payment. F&{ A1

s RARATY A £ B AR ) SR A Hi b

. There are those ... the soft-spoken, wealthy noble who arrived in 1986 with his well-dressed

wife. (Para. 2)
Notice that the sentence suggests some villagers were doubtful about the identity of Anthony
Williams although many were happy with him.

. ... the soft-spoken, wealthy noble who arrived in 1986 ... (Para.2)

wealthy: a. rich

He married a wealthy widow. {th 8% T /A~ A 4 E 4.
The wealthy are people who are very rich. ‘& A Z & IFH A &N .

And there are others who say their suspicions were aroused over time, ... (Para. 3)
Meaning: (Beside those who were doubtful about his identity, ) there are still others who
began to be suspicious of his wealth long ago.

. And there are others who say their suspicions were aroused over time, ... (Para. 3)

suspicion: n. an act of suspecting or the state of being suspected

She is under suspicion of murder. #bi4HE 1% % .

If there is suspicion of someone, people do not trust him or consider him to be reliable. 411
RAENBH, MUERAEEMS, SOOI AT 5.

I was always regarded in the Army with a certain amount of suspicion because of my left-

wing tendencies. [RIhF%A 7RG, FrUATEFBAHL 52 BITR £ R%E

. And there are others who say their suspicions were aroused over time, ... (Para. 3)

arouse:; v. make active; excite

He aroused her mothering instincts. fth{#2 | #h i RHEARRE.
It’s good to have some pepper to arouse the appetite. 50z S BT H 8 ik .

... Mr. Williams, who appeared on weekends turned out in fine suits, bought up property after

property, ... (Para. 3)

Meaning: ... who appeared on weekends dressed in fine suits, bought all the property that was
available over and again ...
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1. ... Mr. Williams, who appeared on weekends turned out in fine suits, ... (Para. 3)

12.

turn out: dress (someone or oneself) well $ 344

-— Mrs. Greenwood turns her girls out well, doesn’t she? FgAA {15 e A 20 LT 14 T3y 14
REeF. & AAE?

— Yes, they always look well turned out. &V, Qb LA A7 b o785 ey,

... bought up property after property, ... (Para. 3)

buy up: buy all that is available

All the new rice transplanters were quickly bought up the day they were oftfered for sale. i

AT AR R RRELAE AR R IR B 0 1

The mention of price rises sent citizens out to the shops to buy up as much as they could. I}

VNUR 2V SN BV S E SR T PN it AT H R

The tickets will be on sale from somewhere else because the agencies have bought them up.

WS LIS B A DR X AR AR e T

. ... providing such a large injection of cash into the village that he single-handedly brought the

14.

15.

16.

17.

community back to lite. (Para. 3)
Meaning: ... investing so much money in the village that he alone brought pleasure and
happiness to the village that was once lifeless.

... such a large injection of cash ... (Para.3)
injection: n.
1) (figurative) the act of providing more money or resources
An injection of cash is needed to fund some of these projects. 47 BEHs ABL & LAZA Hu
g A R
‘The company is hoping to obtain a $259 million cash injection from the government. 2}
il Ay LR 2.59 10 X Ui 4
2) the act of putting a medicine into the body using a needle
They gave me an injection to help me sleep. % T B3k ABE, {15 RAT T 4F.
It has to be given by injection, usually twice a day. pt 2 ST ESE, 5 2 11 Nk .
... he single-handedly brought the community back to life. (Para. 3)
bring ... to life: give liveliness to ...
His lectures on the subject really brought it to life. {th #fi <z H2X /N80 H YRHE 7.
A great actor can bring a fictional character to life. -/~ {JL B 1 IR E M0 AR
.
But no one could have possibly guessed the truth — that the man with endless money and a
friendly manner was not a lord at all but a government employee living out a fantasy that he
was a Scottish noble and paying for it by stealing funds from Scotland Yard. (Para. 4)
Meaning: But none of the villagers were able to guess the truth that Mr. Williams, who was
very rich and friendly, was not a lord at all but a police officer from Scotland Yard.
He dreamed of becoming a Scottish noble and paid for his dream by stealing
money from his department.
Notice the subjunctive mood in the sentence.

... living out a fantasy that ... (Para.4)
Meaning: ... having his dream that ...



live out: do or experience
If you live out a dream, fantasy, or idea, you do the things that you have thought about. I

BRI R AR A0AECL, IRURA (IR

He began living out his rock ‘n’ roll fantasy during his last year in law school. pase) = e
Reiii L Mt BRI T

I suppose some people create an idea of who they want to be, and then they live it out. F&LA
A, AHEAN G AR AN, RaseElix -k

18. ... living out a fantasy that ... (Para.4)
fantasy: . (sth. made through) imagination
The story is a fantasy. X F it AT .
He lives in a world of fantasy. {th/E G fE4J AR (A HL,
His mind is full of fantasies of romance. {2 fix H 75l TIRERILIE,

19. ... paying for it by stealing the funds from Scotland Yard. (Para. 4)
paying for it: paying for the fantasy
Here “it” refers to “a fantasy”.

20. ... a regretful Mr. Williams, ... (Para. 5)
Meaning: Now Mr. Williams, who was no longer “Lord Williams”, felt regretful about what
he had done.

21. ... had risento a £ 65,000 a year position as deputy director of finance, ... (Para. 5)
deputy: a. acting as an assistant to certain public officials
a deputy mayor &l K
a deputy chairman &l 3: Ji5
a deputy commander in chief gl|& ] 4
Compare:
vice-: (prefix) the person next in official rank below the stated person, who has the power to
represent him/her or act in place of him/her
the vice-president of the country 1%[E &l 247
the vice-captain of the football team % £ ERBA HIIBA K

22. ... was brought into court and ... (Para. 5)
bring ... into court: make a charge against sb.
He was brought into court for murder. {th [R5 ifi #1515 .
court: #. a room or building in which law cases can be heard and judged
the Supreme People’s Court &5 A BT
appear in court [}z
The prisoner was brought to court for trial. [NAL#EH B EX & .
The case was settled out of court. i% ZREIMAE: .
Court is now adjourned. 3 fFIKRE .

23. And now that he has fallen upon dark days at least some villagers are sticking by him.
(Para. 6)
Meaning: Seeing that he is now experiencing a difficult period, some villagers are still giving
him their support.

24. And now that he has fallen upon dark days ... (Para. 6)
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27.

28. ...

29. ..

now that: conj. seeing that; inasmuch as; since

Now that you are older, you should know better. R K: A [, (X EMH |

Now you mention it, I do remember. {1ifg &2, Jegkiidek 1,

Now (that) I’ve heard the music [ understand why you like it. Wyid 2 i, 3% B8 13 A4 fuf =

)lj\L_. bt /j\
Please note that the word “that” may be omitted.

. And now that he has fallen upon dark days ... (Para.6)

fall on / upon dark days: experience a difticult period; be unlucky or unsuccessful

We are very sorry to hear that the famous poet has fallen on dark days. 7 i [ {7 - 4, i
NALEEN Al o 34 1R A -

(Note: There are two expressions similar in form and meaning to this one: “fall on hard
times” and “fall on evil days™.)

.. at least some villagers are sticking by him. (Para. 6)

stick by: continue to give help or support; be loyal to (someone)

I’d like to thank my friends who stuck by me during the difficult times. J¢ AN F 1A,
A 7R H I At Lo b T

She stuck by Bob when he was in trouble. B EhiE bR & FE T .

His family can be trusted to stick by him whatever happens. /i % /[ ] 2 . Al ARG
ft s A2 St

Note that the phrase is not used in passive voice.

I found him a very charming man, very friendly, considerate ... (Para. 7)

considerate: a. thoughtful of the rights or feelings of others

a very considerate young man -~ {E¥(RIE ARG A

He is considerate towards old people. fib {1 &1 ZE A .

I’ve always understood one should try and be considerate of other people. 3% - HH . A
SAP % skl ST N

I think he’s the most charming, most considerate man I've ever known. FiA At i35 57 iA

IR A e n] 22 e PRI A

mislead people like that. (Para. 7)

Meaning: ... cause people to think mistakenly of him in such a way.

mislead: v. cause to think or act mistakenly

Jack was furious with his London doctors for having misled him. A S S S e
0 IR & T

Mr. Kennedy accused him of misleading Parliament. {§J&it 46 /L8 312 S T 15 4
Her appearance misled him; he thought she was young, but she wasn’t. fihjty Jl\?ﬁﬁi% STt
LA AR e dngt

Don’t let his hlendly words mislead you into trusting him. i1 {hAUEH S BIE G E T Vi

frtt.
mislead people like that. (Para. 7)

like that: in such a way
Do they always dance like that in France? fib{] [{E7LE -1 IX KBk

30. A lot of the properties were beautifully restored. (Para. 7)
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Meaning: A lot of buildings he bought were marvelously brought back to their original
conditions.

A lot of the properties were beautifully restored. (Para. 7)

restore: v. bring back to a former or normal condition

restore a painting &% -i& &

restore a person to consciousness 1% & 5 A ¥ 51w

The old house has been restored. ix 4% |H 3 &5 T .

He is restored to health. {hik & T {# e,

A few doors down the square, barber Donald Corr sat inside his shop and ... (Para. 8)
barber: n. a person (usually a man) who cuts men’s hair and shaves them

Compare:
hairdresser: a person who shapes the hair (especially of women) into a style by cutting,

setting, etc., and who usu. works in a shop

. Christ, he wouldn’t have gotten it back in 100 years. (Para. 8)

Christ: int. (infml.) also Jesus Christ, Jesus (used before a whole phrase or sentence to show
unwelcome surprise, or used before no or yes to add force)

Christ! I’ve forgotten the keys! KM, F%& 5 T 2402k

Christ, no! v, HA!

Most of it came from a secret fund that had been placed under his sole authority... (Para. 9)
Meaning: Most of the £ 8 million was from a secret fund that only he was in charge of.

... the Irish Republican Army. (Para. 9)

republican: a. of a republic; like that of a republic

a republican system of government It fliE {&

republican institutions A1l &

Many countries have a republican form of government. ¥4 H 5 1% 37 2L FIBC AT

Instead, it went to create one more British lord. (Para. 10)
Meaning: Yet the money was spent on the creation of another British lord.

Mr. Williams bought an estate with a fine brick house in England. (Para. 11)
Meaning: Mr. Williams bought a large piece of land with a beautiful house built of bricks
in the country in England.

Mr. Williams bought an estate with a fine brick house in England. (Para.11)
estate: n. a large piece of land, esp. in the country, with one owner
We are going to have an evening party on his estate. %/ 14 £E o iy 236570 4

Mr. Williams bought an estate with a fine brick house in England. (Para.11)
brick: n. (a hard piece of) baked clay for building

brick walls 5%

a red brick house  -#:£[ fit; 5

He used yellow bricks to build his house. fth Ji| & FE b )2 .

He bought noble titles at auctions, ... (Para. 11)
auction: n. a public sale of goods to the person who offers the most money
a furniture auction % B3




gfﬁwwww 5

41.

42.

43.

44.

46.

47.

I shall sell my house by auction. J8F 415 5 b 1.

Many people at the auction bid on the old furniture. {8 % A2 )i (4155 0w S 1501
He bought the picture at auction in London some years ago. 15 i =t JL A1 dif {118 2%
2 By P

... and then adding on 10 more Scottish titles. (Para. 11)

Meaning: ... and then going on to buy 10 more Scottish titles.

... and then adding on 10 more Scottish titles. (Para. 11)

add on: add (sth.), usually at the end of a calculation or list

Add the other items on at the bottom of the page. 2 % #b JLEIIE X~ GIAY A TEAD .

We've added on the five percent service charge. T [t LH 5% () T2 mdt b= 1.

But most of all, he sunk his dishonest gains into this village that captured his heart with its

fine stone cottages, ... (Para. 12)

Meaning: To a greater extent, he poured the money he had stolen into the village that
fascinated him with its fine stone cottages, ...

But most of all, he sunk his dishonest gains into this village ... (Para. 12)

sink ... into:

1) put money, labour. etc. into; invest
I've sunk all my money into buying a new house: I hope I won’t be sorry. % ( L#4:4¢ %
BT Ty S IRAN 20 A 4f

2) put, force, or go into
I'm hungry. I'd like to sink my teeth into a hot meal right now! /% 1. HAFLH
(8RN AR
You can sink your hand into the pile of feathers and feel how soft it is. {3 A~ T-fif
WEPT R, B Cfy £ 44k
He sank his fork into the meat to see if it was well cooked. {th¥% X T-Hidb i W, G545

........

- ... that captured his heart with its fine stone cottages, ... (Para. 12)

capture one’s heart with sth.: fascinate someone with sth.

The book captured the little boy’s heart with its beautiful illustrations. 1X A< 5 [K] 477455
PP N Y5 45 10K

The campus captures my heart with its fantastic scenery. £ [ [E] H ¥ XU i 3450k

... green rows of hedges, ... (Para. 12)

hedge: n. a row of closely planted bushes, esp. when cut level at the top, which divides one
garden or field from another

A hedge is a row of bushes or small trees, usually along the edge of a garden, field, or road.
PR AL HEREACH I . T TH A - SR SOA RS 0

... and its fantastic view of rolling fields ... (Para. 12)

fantastic: ¢. very good; wonderful

a fantastic play - /H4f A%

[ have a fantastic social lite. %t £5 L4000 27105,

I thought she was fantastic. F¢iA 4 fh K- 4114 %



