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INTRODUCTION
(Every word in this which is not in the Basic Listof 8560 is in sloping print))

The Chinese B,ww. in the end, be happy in having had, in their history, no devecloped and fixed theory of the strue-
ture of their language and of the ways in which different sorts of words.doing different sorts of work-may be put
together, In the West ideas about the working of language have had, openly or secretly, a controlling power over
our thought for more than two thousand years. This has been especially true at times when our thought has beeh
going through its mostimportant developments-say about the years 1800 and 1700. And today almost every question
on which there are great divisions of opinion in Western thought, has,as an important part of it, a question about
the right wses of certain sorts of words- that is to say, a grammatical question. Sometimes this is openly so- as in
the attempt, in the theory of ma?&ﬁ.@. to take space and time not as substances (or nouns) but as propertles (rela-
tions or adjectives). Or, to give another example, the question between the Vitalists and the Mechanists in biology
“Is the bebavior of living things different in sort, or only different in degree from that of things whieh are not living?”
These questions will probably be sean in the future to have been not so much 9@. business of physics or bio-chemis«
.2.& asof a scicnce which has net, at present, quite come into existence- ms selence of the working of language,
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This sclence would put questions about (and give answers to) such question as:- In what way are a uSA. and a
.now.umo different? How do we use our ideas about sorts and degrees, and mo.a what purposes? Adjectives and nouns
(substances and properties, things and relations) how are they different? And this science of the future (it is hoped,
of the near future' would take care not to put these questions as if these divisions between nouns and adjectives,
substances and propertles, things and relations, were there ,v&..%.a we have any ideas of them waiting for us to
make discoveries about them. It would keep m,z view the fact that it is probable that these divisions- what seem to
be in things- come from our way of having thoughtsabout them. Put shortly it is possible, and even very probable,
that the way things seem to be comes from taking our words (as verbs, nouns, substantives, adjectives and so on)
in different divisions and that these divisions come from the working of our minds.

Chinese th ught, it is said, and the Chinese languaze as an effect of this, has not ever given to the structure and
way of working of its language the sort of attention that has been given since Aristotle in the West. Some say, in
addition, that this is beca ise the Chinese language is different in its inner wo.king from Western languages. The

point is important; because from Western grammar {or theory of words} much of Western logic (or theory of

thought) eame, and from Western logic much of Western science. Whatever decision the Chinese may make in

the future about thedegree to which they wll take over and make use of other developments of Western thought,

joining them.into a-d making them part of the growth of Chiaese thought, there is no doubt that Western science



at least is necessary to China. Without it her future {s not in her control but in the eontrolof those who have more
sclence. Science is necessary to China as the way and the only way of making China free to do as seems wise to.
her. And science is necessary to the Chinese, not as, at present, it is frequently taken by them-as a sort of trick-but
as a way of thought about things and about the words which are our instruments for talking about things. ‘

Thouzht- words- things in these three and their relations to one another is the base of seience, In the West, at
the start, certain special ways in which Western languages put different sorts of words together gave early author-
ities the idea that the things that they had thoughts about were themselves of different sorts in a parallel way. That
the laws of gur languages gave a picture of the laws of thought and things-that was the idea. We are today in the

middle of an attempt (and it is a hard one) to make the power of this idea upon us less. But it js an open question

if without this idea, which made us give a structure to our account of things anda struecture which might be tested,

we would ever have had any logic or any science.

It i8 probable that the structure of the Chinese F.:ﬂ_.s«m has equally had an effect upon Chinese thought- an effect
different from that of Western languages on Western thought. If so, some very important work is walting for the
right Chinese. The question “which is better- Western thought or Chinese th ught, Western langusges or Chinese?"
may be taken up later when we have got a wider w.:a more detailed knowledge about the ways in which they are

different, Thoge who sea clearly how little our knowledga about everything is at present in comparison with what
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it will become befarelong will not be quick in coming to decizions about such questions. In the future every thought
that is a good example of its sort will have its place in the system of human knowledge and those who have the best
control of this knowledge will be, in the end, it is to be hoped, the raers of the earth, At present the attempt to
look into the relations of thought, words and things of which THE MEANING OF MEANING is an example has
given us a first fruit BASIC ENGLISH—the simple form of International Langu:ge in which I am now writing.
(A quick learner may get control of this Language in a month.’ It is a way of taking theideas of everyday English
to bits so that we may see more clearly whet we are saying. An importint question is: Will it give us in addition a
way of taking to bits the ideas in Chinese; and will the bits-in Chinese thought be at all of the same sorts as those

in English? This question has to be gone into. Who will go into it? -

It gives me very great pleasure to have been of help to Mr. Li An-che in this attempt to put such questions

before Chinese attention.
. A, Richards,

-

Magdalene College,
Cambridge,
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