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Introduction

This book is the simplified version of the novel Song of
Youth, intended for foreign learners of the Chinese language.

The novel Song of Youth, which has been an influence in the
history of contemporary Chinese literature, was written by Yang
Mo, a famous woman writer, born of a family from Xiangyin
County of Hunan Province in 1914 in Beijing. Apart from Song
of Youth, her main works include the novel Dawn Breaks in the
East.

Taking the growth of Lin Daojing, a young intellectual, as its
main threads, Song of Youth has vividly portrayed many images
of intellectuals and reflected the social reality between the Sep-
tember 18th Incident of 1931 and the December 9th Movement
of 1935. Since its publication in 1958, the novel has been well-
received both at home and abroad.

The simplified version has about 50,000 characters or about
1/6 of the length of the original work. The simplifiers guided
themselves with the principle of being true to the original whiic
adapting it to suit the level of beginners of Chinese. Attached to
each section is a list of words, proper names and commentary
notes, arranged according to the order of appearance with English

equivalents.
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#i5§ New Words

HR zisha  (g)) commit suicide
T wiging () merciless



A¥T paida ()

=¥l yanshi (&)
iy judwang (4£)
H #% child (%)
FOH)  IN(ch)
AR dd(léngzhan)

YR A jiannén - ()
i tangxiong  (4)

YN 5 weixidn ()

ZrJL chadidnr (gD
% (i) song(ming)
H A ydnyuan (&)
# D
& 1A téici  (4)
BREE  xxiludlw

Bif pidosa (&)
35 hudngdong  (3)
A xidnde (zh)
Ee= cangbdi ()
i 4 tanshudi (&)
#h 32 dizhd  (£)
iy giangzhdan ()
2R Hz (B D qinshéng(mliqin)
L3 imi (£

g iia (B

®"ie jidchan (%)

beat

rock

hopeless; despair
wayout

appear

shiver with cold
difficult

cousin

danger; dangerous
nearly

be killed

actor or actress
recite

actor’s lines
few and scattered
drift

sway; rock

look, appear

pale

candid; frankly
landlord

get by force
one’s own (mother)
stepmother
marry

family property
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bt (3D
bidoxidng  (£)
&)
€
€
(£
hén ()
wiliGo  (#)
(. 4)
tongging ()
fanzhéng (gD

pizhin
rénshi
z@oyl

hudyan

dasuan

wujickégui

xinrén  (&.,35)
weiwang  (£)
que  (F)D
ningkén (g}
bignlun ()
shusfa (&)
chijing

ningshi (&)
zhijicn  (4&)
gongit (4D

chénguang (4£&)

gidogido

she (3

C&lD

force (someone to do)

cousin

approve; ratify

world

bitter experience; hard lot

flame

hate

senseless; silly

plan

show sympathy for

anyhow

homeless

trust

prestige

be short of

would rather

argue

persuade

be startled

stare; gaze fixedly

definite view

cock

the light of the early morn-
ing

quietly

radiate; send out



B
kPR
HOE
ik
L0

de sy

%4 Proper Names

Lin Ddojing
Ya Yongzé
Y& Jingtdng
HG Méngan
Bao
Béidaihé

name of a person
name of a person
name of a person
name of a person
a surname

a seaside resort

huangdao

Qin
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4i8 New Words

e bangwdn  (£) at dusk

i fongin - (&) seethe; churn
iR lang (£) wave
0SS chénst (&) ponder
=i wangqing be emotionally attached
T L miankdng  (4) face
BB daying (&) comply with one’s request f
YLEB youyd () heavy-hearted
i1 3 zhiwld  (£) post; job
=] bai (g, %) in vain i
iR xiusé () shy
e, ginpéi () admire; esteem

JBE danliang (&) guts

wHE tanta (&) seek; covet

IEIR xionglé (&) lead a life of pleasure



2 koo ()
fil 4 hébi (&)
=JB shouzui

R tdoyan (&)
%) jingai  (#)
idfzh dvih (8D
B4 iGiing-huishén

HA xinyué (&)
= win ()

Ty kangkdi ()

iy sa (&)

AAARE  lianlion bu shé
# “haitan - (4)
% shénying (&)

NS

# 3 HREai

HWGH) angxd (B)
' tou (&)
bk shatan  (£)
% mi (3D

HE zinzhong (&)
2 kanfa  (4£)
%5| xiyin - ()

wealthy; rich

why -

endure hardship

dislike

be surprised

the faculty of memory

concentrate one’s attention;
with rapt attention

new moon; crescent

bend

generously

spray; spill

be reluctant to part with

sea beach

a person’s silhouette; figure

be close to

clearly

throw

sandy beach

confuse; perplex

respect

view

fascinate; draw

T Notes

@ #E/REE (Gooérj)——Maxim Gorky (1868—1936), a great



writer of U.S.S.R.

@ <«RLE5MPF>—“War and Peace”, a novel written by
Leo Tolstoy, a great Russian novelist.

@) <IEBHER> (Beicdnshijie)
written in 1862 by Victor Hugo (1802—1885), a great- French

“Les Misérables™, a novel

writer

@ <Z %> (Hongléuméng)—— “The Dream of Red Man-
sions”, a novel written by Cao Xueqin (, — 1764) a great writer
of the Qing Dynasty of China.

@& #H Ou Fy) Du Fu (712—770), a great poet of the
Tang Dynasty of China.

© &k (L Xin)
and the founder of modern Chinese literature.

@ 5 bH: (Yiblshéng) Henrik Ibsen (1828—1906), a
great play-wright of Norway.

@ <«iikr> (NAla)
Henrik Ibsen in 1879.

Lu Xun (1881—1936), a great writer

“A Doll’'s House”, a play written by
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