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Alexander the Great

Although they had often made war on each other, Athens, Sparta and the other
cities in the south of Greece still thought they were the only Greeks of any
importance. But soon another state became the most powerful in Greece. Its people
were the Macedonians who lived in the north. They were rough, but they were very
good at fighting. They conquered the rest of Greece.

The most famous Macedonian was Alexander the Great. He became king at the
age of twenty. When his father died, Alexander took over his powerful army. He led
it to the far north and attacked the tribes that lived by the River Danube. While he
was there a rumour broke out in Greece that he had been killed. Gladly the greek
cities got rid of the soidiers that Alexander’s father had put there to keep them loyal.
Alexander was far from death. He stormed down from the north and attacked the city
of Thebes. The people of Thebes refused to surrender. Alexander himself then led
the attack and took the city by storm. 6, 000 people in the city were killed and
30, 000 captured. Alexander had all men, women and children sold as slaves. The
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Athenians, when they heard what had happened to Thebes, very quickly
surrendered.

Alexander had not only inherited from his father a powerful army; he also
inherited an ambitious plan. His aim was to attack Persia and punish the King for the
harm the Persians had done to Greece. He left Greece in 334 B. C. Eight years
later, he had defeated the King of Persia to become the Great King himself. Soon
afterwards he caught a fever at Babylon and died. He was thirty-two years old.

importance ¥ &4 rumour[ rurmo] £ FE
take by storm  Z&H aim B #F
make war on  Foeecee- & gladly &% .
capture[ 'keptfo] 1%E punish[ 'panif] &3
take over #EF, B be far from ZZEZEFH (RE)
K inherit [ in'herit ] 4% /& harm #HF )

V5 LR MAE A SR BB B RN 4k K T — SRR ZE PN, 1o B4R T i SRR
meOH . WERTIRET, @SR E, AW AR FR SR G ERNL. AT
BT 334 £, WHILKKRFEITFARE. \ELGE, T TREET, BORT K
o AAZIE, WEEHMSE B3, A 32 %,



The Roman Empire

While the empire of Alexander the Great fell apart in the east, a new power was
growing in the western Mediterranean that was soon to control the entire ancient
world from Europe to Asia.

By 265 B. C. the Romans had taken control of the whole peninsula. By 241
B. C. they had driven the Carthaginians out of Sicily. This island became the first of
Rome’s many overseas provinces.

In the following century, Roman soldiers swept through Greece, Anatolia and
Syria. Under the command of Julius Caesar, they took Gaul and all of Europe west
of the Rhine. Some years later, Britain was conquered too. In 30 B. C. Octavian set
himseif up as emperor. By the reign of the emperor Trajan, in A. D. 117, the Roman
Empire reached its greatest size ever. It stretched from the Atlantic Ocean in the
west, through Europe and North Africa as far east as Persia. The city itself grew
until it had a population of over a million people.

Rome’s great strength was its ability to govern the empire in an orderly way.
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They divided the empire into provinces. Each province was ruled by a governor. The
Romans allowed their conquered people to follow their own customs. To a large
exteni, they were even allowed to rule themselves. In return, many people were
honoured by being made citizens of Rome. The provinces also received all the
benefits of years of peace and order.
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King Henry the Eighth’s Wives

King Henry VIll of England had six wives. He divorced two of them, he
executed two of them, one died while she was giving birth, and the Iast one lived on
after Henry died.

Anne Boleyn was King Henry’s second wife. When Henry married Anne, he
was deeply in love with her. This soon changed. The King was getting old and
wanted a son to become king when he died. Unfortunately, Anne gave birth to a
daughter. Henry became angry with her, and soon after he fell in love with another
woman. He ordered his soldiers to arrest Anne, and later to chop off her head.

King Henry’s fifth wife was Catherine Howard. In 1541 Henry ordered his
soldiers to arrest Queen Catherine because he stiil had no son and by this time he
was in love with another woman again. The soldiers came to the palace to take poor
Catherine away to the Tower of London. On the way to the Tower, they passed the
chapel where King Henry was praying. Catherine escaped from the soldiers and ran
towards the chapel screaming and crying, “Henry, how can you do this to me?

SHN\HHNZES

EEFA/MEERNET ORI ETE, TR, —MEAERTH
iE, RE—NETEFARARDREE.

Zhe - WHEREFROE-AET . FRERMNEREBEE/Y, K
MBREE T B, FRIFEEHK, REF—MLF, DMEEMIEG TS ETE
firo REZPAET —M)l, FRARES, RAXEFLTH—M4F. i
TSRS sk, JERIBMAIIRSRERIE T o

REFAOBENET LMIGERK - BEE, 1541 FFF) 4 LT
TlaiiEsk, RAMIREILT, mEXNEXE LS —14F. LERFEE
AL HOBLEE M A B, E BB L, ST — 1M, XEFHE
EEEEES . IIFEHREN LR, hSERE, —2R—ui. “FR, RE
LRERT R B F A, IBIRAENBOXFE " FEMFT /N RIITT 2R, L REBIE

Pl wossNms @ w

[=]
(=]
~



