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Passage A

Jamestown

1 in December of 1606, 120 men climbed aboard three small ships in Eng-
land. They were headed for America and a land called Virginia. They would be
the first Englishmen to build a lasting colony in the New World.

2 They were a strange mixture of people. There were 4 carpenters, 20
workmen, and 4 boys. The rest were “gentlemen.” What had brought them
together? A chance to start a new life in America? The hope of finding gold?
Would you have sailed across the Atlantic in a small ship for any of these rea-
sons?

3 Late in April, they finally reached the shores of Virginia. One of the men
described what they found when they arrived:

4 “--- the same day we entered Chesapeake Bay. There we landed and
explored a little, but we could find nothing worth mentioning but fair meadows
and tall trees, with fresh waters running through the woods.

5 At night, when we were returning to our ship, there came the Savages
creeping on the ground, like bears, with their bows in their mouths. . .”

6 The English sailed into Chesapeake Bay and then into a river they named
the James, after the King of England. The spot they chose to settle on was a
small peninsula. They called their settliement Jamestown.

7 Jamestown was not the best place the men could have chosen for their
settlement. The water was muddy and salty from the sea. The weather was
very hot. And mosquitoes from a nearby marsh carried diseases to the set-
tlers.
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8 By the end of the first year in Jamestown, only 38 of the settiers were
still alive. The survivors were starving and discouraged. Finally, one of the
men, Captain John Smith, declared himself the leader of the colony. He orga-
nized the men into work parties to dig wells and build permanent shelters. He
made peace with the Native Americans and bought food from them. But his
main task was making the men work. His motto was “He who does not work
does not eat.”

9 In 1609, 600 new colonists arrived. In that same year, John Smith was
injured in an accident and had to return to England for treatment of his wounds.
10 The winter after Smith left for England was the worst the colonists had
known. Fire, lack of water, attacks by natives, disease, and starvation re-
duced their number to 60 people. They called that winter “the starving time. ”
They decided to return to England.

N But, just as the colonists were setting sail, three ships from England ar-
rived! They brought a governor to manage the colony, new settlers, and fresh
supplies. It seemed that the colony might survive, after all. And, a few years
later, it would even do well.

< New Words
colony/kolani/ n. RER ;R H
bay/bei/ n . ik
explore/iksplo:/ v. g ion
meadow/medau’ 7. 3,

savage/sevid3z/ n.

creep/kri:p/ vz .

RIFL A R BRI A
rety

peninsula/pininsjula/ n. ¥
settlement/setlmeant/ n. JE B
mosquito/maskiztou/ 7. BT
marsh/ma;f/ 7. BE R
survivor/sevaiva’ n . * 5%
survive/savaiv/ v. EFTk, 4%
starve/stav/ v. Bk 5T
starvation/stalveifan/ n . R
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discourage/diskarid3/ vt . %R

well/wel/ n. #

permanent/paxmenant/ a. KA

shelter/felta/ n. AE PT84t

motto/motau/ 7. B4

colonist/kolonist/ . R IEE K
<> Notes

1. be headed for #---47i

2. Virginia/va(:)dzinje/ HERE[E£BM 2]
3.the New World # £ X/

4.the Atlantic/atleentik/ X & #

5. name-.-after VA--- k&%

<> Exercises

e Short answer questions.
1. When did the first Englishmen arrive in America?
2. What was the first English settlement’s name in the New World?
3. Among the 120 men, how many people survived by the end of the first year
they arrived in America?
4. What was John Smith’s main task?
5. Why did John Smith return to England?
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Passage B

Pilgrims and Plymouth

1 The first permanent English settlement in America was made by men who
were looking for adventure and gold. The second was made by men, women,
and children who were looking for freedom—a special kind for freedom.

2 In the 1600s, nearly every European country had a national religion. All
the people had to follow this religion. Most countries were Catholic, but Eng-
land had a different church—the Church of England. But not all English people
wanted to belong to the Church of England. One group that did not was the
Separatists.

3 King James had the Separatist churches closed and Separatist leaders
put in prison. Some Separatists managed to escape to the Netherlands.
There, the government let them worship as they pleased. But, after several
years, they became worried. Their children were growing up speaking the
Dutch language. The Separatists wanted their children to be English. Where
could they go? The only answer seemed to be America.

4 In September of 1620, 102 men, women, and children began the long.,
hard voyage to America. Their ship, the Mayflower, was only 90 feet (27 me-
ters) long. Can you imagine what life was like on board such a small ship?
Where did they sleep? Was there much seasickness? How did they pass the
time — especially the children?

5 The Separatists — now called Pilgrims — had planned to settle in Virginia.
But storms blew them off course. Finally, after 66 days at sea, they spotted
land. But they saw not thick forests — only sand and rocks. They had landed at
the tip of what we now call Cape Cod, in Massachusetts.

6 How did the Pilgrims feel when they finally reached America? One of the
Pilgrim leaders, William Bradford, wrote in his diary:

7 “Having arrived safely, in a good harbor, they fell upon their knees and
thanked God who had brought them over the vast and furious ocean — again to
set their feet on the firm and stable earth. ”
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8 For more than a month, the men searched for a good place to build a
settlement. Finally, they decided on a small clearing on a hill overlooking a
harbor. They called it Plymouth.

9 The women and children stayed on board the ship for a few weeks while
the men built permanent shelters. Their first building was erected on Christmas
Day. It was a Common House to be used as a storehouse, church, and hospi-
tal. Then they set about building a hut for each family.

10 The first winter in Plymouth was very hard. The winter was cold, and
there was very littie food. Many whe had become ill on the trip never recov-
ered. By spring, half of the group had died. But those who were still alive
stayed to build their settlement.

1 The tiny Plymouth colony had survived its first year. It would never
grow as prosperous as Jamestown. Its land was not very good for farming, and
it was too far from a source of fur. Nevertheless, the tiny colony would contin-

ue to survive.

<> New Words
religion/rilidzen/ »n. FH
separatist/separatist/ n . BBRBGA; 5B H
worship/wa:fip/ v.n. FH A
Dutch/datf/ a. P2 n FHEA
voyage/'voiid3/ n . AL
seasickness/'si:siknis/ . A
spot/spot/ v. &,
cape/keip/ n. P
furious/fjuarias/ a . R
stable/steibl/ a . REY, ZEH
clearing/kliarig/ ». (AP Ey s
overlook/suveluk/ v. AR AL
erect/irekt/ . g3, B3
storehouse/'stothaus/ . 2093
recover/rikava/ v. AT
prosperous/ prosparas/ a . SCEEEG ;RS
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fur/ta/ n. EN; 4
nevertheless/nevadales/ adv . R, 8
<> Notes

1. the Pilgrim/pilgrim/ ##4&,35 1620 SF3 £ B2 5 T $4) F M Kb
H—aEEHA,

2. Catholic/kae@olik/ n. X EH M

3. the Netherlands/nedslandz/ n. # 2 ( =Holland)

4.the Mayflower Z A5 (#%42)

5....blew them off course fefeAiiok HALE

6. Massachusetts /imeesatfusits” n. BHiFE#FE[EEMN L]

<> Exercises

e Short answer questions .
1. Why did the Pilgrims go to America?
2. How were the Separatists leaders punished in England?
3. How many people were on board the ship, the Mayflower, to go to
America?
4. Where did they land in America?
5. How many people survived the first winter in Plymouth?
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Passage C

Massachusetts Bay Colony

1 In 1628 ,an English colony was established in Massachusetts. 't was just
north of what is now Salem. By 1642, more than 17,000 people were living a-
long the coast of Massachusetts. They called their settlement the Mas-
sachusetts Bay colony. Most of the settlers were known as Puritans.

2 The Puritans, like the Pilgrims, were not happy with the Church of Eng-
land. But they did not want to separate from it. They wanted to purify, or re-
form it. Like the Pilgrims, however, they were not allowed to worship as they
pleased. So they decided to leave England and build a colony in America.

3 The Puritans were very strong-minded people. They were also educat-
ed, ambitious, and well-organized. When they left England, it was not in a
small, poorly equipped boat. They sailed in boats that were well equipped
and well stocked with food. Even the first settlers were carefully chosen. Soon
after they landed, they were busy building homes, churches, and shops.

4 In Puritan towns, religion was very important. On Sunday, every man,
woman, and child was required to attend church. Anyone who did not attend
was punished with a fine or a whipping. Church services often lasted all day,
and sermons could go on for four hours.

5 The people of the Massachusetts Bay colony thought it was very impor-
tant for their children to attend school. In 1636, the Puritans founded Harvard
College— the first English college in America. In 1642, the colony passed a
law saying that parents who did not provide an education for their children
wouid have to pay a fine. And by 1647, schools were being paid for by tax
money.

6 By the middie of the 1700s, 13 English colonies were established in
North America. The colonies still belonged to England. But each colony had
some sort of government of its own. Each colony had an assembly elected by
the voters of the colony. The assembly helped make laws for the colony. The
colonists also controlied the governments of their cities and towns.
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7 By 1750, the colonies were not just settlements of English people. Peo-
ple from all over Europe were beginning to come here. Some came to farm,
and some came to Open stofes or start businesses in the cities and towns. In
the port cities, you could hear almost every language being spoken. Many dif-
ferent kinds of people were building a new land together.

<> New Words

establish/istablif/ vz . = 3 A )
purify/pjuerifai/ v. BAL A T
reform/rifom/ v. &g
ambitious/zembifas/ a. At  HiAH
stock/stok/ v. B&,EE
sermon/'saman/ 7. il B
assembly/asembli/ n . LA A
voter/vauta/ n. BEARR

<> Notes

1.strong-minded & .& & 4§
2.Harvard/harvad/ College ¥ 1%

<> Exercises

e Short answer questions .
1. When were the Massachusetts Bay Colony established?
2. wanted to separate from the Church of England, while
tried to reform it.
3. What was the punishment if someone did not attend church on Sunday in
Puritan towns?
4. When was Harvard College founded?

5. How many English colonies were there in America by 17507



