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LONG LIVE LENINISM!

In Commemoration of the 90th Anniveysary ‘of
the Bivth of me

. By THE EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
OF «HONGQP’

1

7 April 22 of this yea.r is the 90th anmversa.ry of the
- birth of Lenin.
1871, the year after Lenin’s birth, saw the heroic

uprising of the Paris Commune.? The Paris Commune was,
a great, epoch-making® revoluticn, the first dress rehearsal*

of world-wide significance in the proletariat’s attempt to
overthrow the capitalist system. When the Commune was
on the verge of defeat as a result of6 the counter—
revolutionary attack from Versailles, Marx said:
If the Commune should be destroyed, the struggle
would only be postpored. The principles of the Commune
~ are eternal and indestructible; they will present them-
selves® again and again until the working class is liber-
ated. ' '

A

What is the most import»a.nt principle of the Com- ~

' mune? According to Marx, it is that the working class can- -

" not simply lay hold of the ready-made state machinery, and
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use it for its own purposes. In other words, the proleta.siat .

should use revolutionary means to seize state power, smash
the military-bureaucratic machive of the bourgeoisie and
establish the dictatorship of the proletajiat to replace the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Anyone familiar with

the history of the strugglé of the proletariat knows that -

it is precicely this fundamental question which ferms the
dividing line between Marxists on the one hand and op-
portunists and revisionists on the other, and that after
the death of Marx and Engels it was none other than

Lenin who waged a thoroughly uncompromising struggle

against the opportunists and revisionists in order to safe-

guard the principles of the Commune. :
. The cause in which the Paris Communre did not suc- -
. ceed finally triumphed 46 years later in the Great October
- Revolution under Lenin’s direct leadership. The experience

of the Russian Soviets was'a continuation and develop-
ment of the experience of the Paris Commune. The prin-
ciples of the Commune continually expounded by  Marx
and Engels and enriched by Lenjn in the light of! the
new experience of the Russian revolution, first became a
living reality® on ome-sixth of the earth. Marx was per-
fectly correct in saying that the principles of the Commune
are eteérnal and indestructible.

- In their attempt to stranglz the new—bom Soviet
state, the imperialist jackals, acting in league with® the
cougtey-revolutionary forces in Russia at the time, carried
out armed intervemtion against it. But the heroic

Russian working class and the people “of the various
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nationalities of the Soviet Union drove off the foreign
baundits, put down the counter-revolutionary rebellion at
home and thus comsolidated the world’s first great socialist
republic. )

Under the bapner of Lenin, under the banner of the
October Revolution, a new world revolution began, with
‘the prolletarian revolution playing the leading rcle,! and a
new era dawned? in human history.

Through the October Revolution, the voice of Lenin
quickly resounded® throughout the world. The Chinese
people’s anti-imperialist, anti-feudal May 4 Movement in
1919, as Comrade Mao Tse-tung put it, ‘‘came into beingt
at the call off the world revolution of that time, of the
Russian revolution and of Lenin.””

Lenin’s call is powerful because it is correct. Under
the historical conditions of the epoch of imperialism, Lenin
revealed a series of irrefutable truths concerning the prole-
tarian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

‘Lenin pointed out that the oligarchy of finance capital
in a small number of capitalist powers, that is, the imperi-

" alists, not only exploit the masses of people in their own
countries, but oppress and plunder the whole world, turn-
ing most countries into their colonjes and dependencies.
Imperialist war is a continuation of imperialist politics.
World wars are started by the imperialists because of their
insatiable greed in scrambling for world markets, sources
of raw materials and fields for investment, and because of
their struggle to redivide the world. So long as® capitalist-
imperialism exists in the world, the source and possibility
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of war will remain. The proletariat should guide the mas-
ses of people to understand the source of war and to
struggle for peace and agamst imperialism.

Lerin asserted that imperialism is monopolistic, pa-
rabitic or decaying, moribund capitallsm, that it is the
final stage in the development of capitalism and therefore
is the eve of the proletarian revolution. The emancipation
of the preletariat can be arrived at only by way of revolu-
tion, and certainly not by way of reformism. - The
liberation movements of the proletariat in the caplta.hst
couniries should ally themselves with the national hberatlon_
movements in the colonies and dependent couniries; this
alliance can smash the alliance of thé imperialists with
the feudal and comprador reactionary forces in the colonics
and dependent countries, and will therefore inevitably put
a final end to the imperialist system throughout the world.

In the light of the law of the uneven esonomiec and
political development of capitalism, Lenin eame to the
conclusion that, because capitalism developed extremely
_ unevenly in different countries, socialism would achieve
victory first in ome or several countries but could not
achieve victory simultaneously in all countries. Therefore,
in spite of! the victory of socialism in'ore or several coun-
tries, other capitalist countries still exist, and this
gives rise not only to? friction but also to imperialist
subversive activities against the socialist states. Hence the
struggle will be protracted. The struggle between socialism
and capitalism will embrace a whole historical epoch. The
socialist countries should maintain constant vigilance?
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against the danger of imperialist atta,ck and do then best
to avert this danger.

The fundamental question of all revelutions is the
question of state power. Lenin discussed in a comprehensive
and penpetrating way* the fundamental question of -the
proletafian revolution, that is, the "question of tho dicta-
torship of the proletariat. The dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, established by smashing the state machine of the
bourgeois dictatorship by revolutionary means, is an
alliance of a special type between the proletariat on the
one hand and the peasantry and all other working people
on the other; it is a continuation of the class struggle in
another form under new conditions; it involves a persistent
struggle, both sanguinary and bloodless, violent and peace-
fu], military and economic, educational and administra-
tive, against the resistance of the exploiting classes,
against foreign aggression and against the forces and tradi-
tions of the old society. Without the dictatorship of the
proletariat, without its full mobilization of the working
~ people on these fronts to wage these unavoidable struggles
. stubbornly and persistenily, there can be no socialism, nor
¢an there be any victory for seocialism. 1

Lenin considered it of prime importance for the pro-
letariat to establish its own genuinely revolutionary politi-
cal party which completely breaks with opportunism, that
is, a Communist Party, if the proletarian revolution i$ to
be carried through and the dictatorship of the proletariat
established and consolidated. This political party is armed
~ with the Marxist theory of dialectical materialism and his-
torical materialism. Its programme is to organize the

1. In & comprehensive and penetrating way BER#1, B4,
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proletariat and all oppressed working people to carry on
class struggle, to set up proletarian rule and passing
“through socialism to reach the final goal of communism.
This political party must identify itself with* the masses and
attach great impertance to their creative initiative in the
making of history; it must closely rcly on the masses in
revolution as well as in socialist and communist comnstruc-
tion. ' ,

These truths were constantly set forth® by Lenin be-
fore and after the October Revolution. The world reaction-
aries and philistines of the time thought these truths re-
vealed by Lenin terrifying. But we see these truths winning
victory after victory in the actual life of the world.

In the forty years and more since the October Revo-

lution, tremendous new changes have taken place in the
world. ) :
Through its great achievements in socialist and com-
munist construction, the Soviet Union has transformed it-
self"from an economically and technically very backwaxd
. country in the days of tsarist Russia into a country
with the best and most advanced technology in the world.
By its economic and techr »logical leaps the Soviet Union
has left the European capitalist couniries far behi:zd and
left the United States behird, too, in technology.

The great victory of the anti-fascist war, in which
the Soviet Union was the main force, broke the chain of
imperialism in Central and Eastern Europe. The great vic-
tory of the Chinese people’s revolution broke the chain of
igpperialism on the Chinese mainland. A group of new so-
cialist countries was born. The whole socialist camp head-
ed by the Soviet Urion has one qudrter of the earth’s
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