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Chapter One
Social Studies

MLBR (358)

_Pant A Short Passages

Passage 1
The Basis for Social Order

Man, said Atistotle, is a social animal. This sociability requires
peaceful congregation, and the histdry of mankind is mainly a
movement through time of human colle‘ctivities that 1"ange from
migrant tribal bands to large and complex civilizations. Survival

5 has been due to the ability to create the means by which men in
groups retain fheir unity and allegiance to one another.

Order was caused by‘the'need and desire to survive the chal-
lenge of the environment. This otderly condition came to be called
the “state ,”and the rules that maintained it, the “law. ”With time -

10 the partner to this tranquillity, man marched across the centuries
of his evolution to the brink of exploring the boundaries of his.
own galaxy. Of all living orgafxisms , only man has the capacity to
interpret his own evolution as progress. As social life changed,
the worth and rights of each member in the larger group, of

15 which he was a part, increased. As the groups grew from clans to
civilizations , the value of the individual did not diminish, but be-

came instead a guide to the rules that govern all men.

.
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1. The best expression of the main idea of this article is
(A) oppression and society
(B) the evoliition of man
- (C) man’s animal instincts
(D) the basis for social order
(E) a hisfory of violence and strife
2. 'The author would expect the greatest attention to individual rights
and values to be found in
(A) farming communities
(B) small villages
(C) prehistoric families
(D) nomadic tirbes
(E) modern cities
3. According to the article; man’s uniqueness is attributeq to the fact
that he is
(A) evolving from a simpler to a mote complex being
(B) a social animal
(C) capable of noting his own progress
D) capat;le of inflicting injury and causing violence
(E) able to survive by forming groups with allegiance to one an-

other

Word List
Aristotle n. T H+ZM (AGH tribal adj. FEH, WHEH
384—Hf3224E, WRBEHER band n. H, B, (BHEEHRD FK

social animal #EZhY civilization z. 3CH, Xk
sociability n.. [4] B survival n. FF; B
congregation .n. = R& . means n.pl.  CEERIUD F¥;
range from...to... EREBEMmME - FB o v

g, 2k - ’ ) : "due to _@@i}i‘. ..... , BF

migrant adj. ﬁﬁﬁ‘], BEMN “ retain vt. R, H#iF
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allegiance n. &, B 0 e B

one another #H clan n. RiE, ¥E

order n. Gt4) B KE, Wi diminish vi. X0, &b
orderly adj. HRFEH; HHLY  sovern vi. gﬁﬁ:, Y&, B4
come to do sth. %RE, &T instinct n. ZAfE, £¥, X#&
maintain »t. R§F; ZEE; H#H strife n. ¥4, WH,, I}

with time ¥ REY ST prehistoric adj. SBEIAY; (CHIC®
tranquillity ». F#; BE B> DSt LARTAY
evolution n. %J&; [4] @k, 3 nomadic adj. WK, RBH

i uniqueness n. ME—; FoXL; ThER
brink »n. 1; (W] ¥R, 5% be attributed to Bk i3
galaxy n. [X] EBE A HETF .
living organism 44 - evolve vi. #R; KR, #iL

interpret...as  $g.-..FMR Yy, s inflict. ot {32 (ﬁ%: BRH)

Passage 2

10

A Persistent Myth

A legendary isl.a‘md in the Atlantic Ocean beyond the Pillars of
Hercules was first mentioned by Plato in the Timaeus. Atlantis
was a fabulously beautiful and prosperous land,the seat of an em-
pire nine thousand years before Solon. Its inhabitants overran
part 6f Europe and Africa. Athens alone being able to defy them.
Because of the impiety of its people, the island was destroyed by
an earthquake and inundation. The legend may have existed be-
fore Plato and may have sprung from the concept of Homer’s Ely-
sium. The possibility that such an island once existed has caused
much speculation, resulting in a theory that pre-Columbian civi-
lizations in America were established by colonists from the lost
island. ' B ‘

e 8



1. The title below that best expresses the ideas of this passage is ‘
(A) A Persistent Myth
(B) Geography According to Plato
(C) The First Discoverers of America
(D) Buried Civilizations
(E) A Labor of Hercules
2. According to the passage, we may safely conclude that the inhabi-
tants of Atlantis _ . ' l ' o
(A) were known personally to Homer
(B) were ruled by Plato -
(C) were a religious and superstitious people
(D) used the name Columbus for America
(E) left no recorded evidence of their civilization
3. According to the legend, Atlantis was destroyed because the inhabi-
tants
(A) failed to obtain an adequate food supply
(B) failed to conquer Greece
(C) failed to respect their gods
(D) believed in Homet’s Elysium

(E) had become too prosperous

|  Word List |
persistent adj. WA, AR HMIEER) . p

s , .~ the Pillars of Hercules HENHR
myth . WiE MEEE % HAFRERARGES
legend n. f{Ei; WiE Plato n. @ (ATH4272—
legendary adj. & () My, 5 347, WRBEER

GCON: } ‘  the Timaeus (HTKHE)
pillar n. 4, &4 Atlantis FIHZRIHN ) GFRE

Hercules n.  [#. FH]#AXE  WEFAEFESFRUEY 4
W, KA ERENZT, AAE WS, EREERUNCREMRE
- 9 »



MRAK ) spring from RET: HHT; K
fabulously ed. X W 3, 3E %5 . concept ».  [H] M, Wk, B

[P s Homer #z. #I (ATTH10HEHE
prosperous adj. MMy, ¥IHKH, MAREERFA)

Bl ~ speculation 2. ¥B, BR; Fik
seat n. FTEEML; oM Elysium n.  [#¥]%%, 2EHFK
empire n. FHE ) + .

Solon n. ML (HRMHMLEE)  result in HEY, BH
overrun vt. PHE F) pre-Columbian adj. HemEs
Athens n. [32]Fest GEFMERA  HMUAEY

WA E R . colonist n. WE#H; MEMER
defy vt. MM, BM, AREX  geography n. M, WE
impiety =. KRB, REW superstitious adj. HfF (B>

inundation n. ¥bK, W

Passage 3
The Emancipation of Black Slaves
By the time the American colonists took up arms against Great
Britain in order to secure their independence, the institution of
Black slavery was deeply entrenched. But the convtrad'iction inher-
ent in this situation was, for many, a soutce of constant embar-
5 rassment. “It always appeated a most iniquitous scheme to me,”
Abigail Adams wrote her husband in 1774, “to fight ourselves for
what we are daily robbing and plundering “from those who have as
good a right to freedom as we have.” ’ -
Many Americans besides Abigail Adams w'ere struck by the in-
10 consistency of their stand during the War of Independence, and
they were not averse to making moves to emancipaté the slaved:
Quakers and other religious groups‘organized aﬁtislavery SOcieti;

0100



es » while numerous indi-viduals manumitted their slaves. In fact,
within several years of the end of the War of Independence, most

15 ~ of the Eastern states had made provisions for the gradual emanci-
pation of slaves. ,

1. Which of the followihg best states the central idea of the passage?
(A) The War of Independence produced -among rflany Black
Americans a heightened consciousness of the inequities in

Ametcan society. :

(B) The War of Independénée strengthened the bonds of slavery
of many' Black Americans while intensifying their desire to
be free. ]

(C) The War of Independence exposed to many Americans the

_contradiction of slavery in a country seeking its freedom and
resulted in efforts to resolve that contradiction.

(D)The War of Indépendence provoked strong criticisms by many
Americans of the institution of slavery, but produced little
substantive action against it.

(E) The War of quependence renewed the efforts of many Amer-
ican groups toward achieving Black emanj:ipation.

2. The passage contains information that would support which of the
following stétements about the colonies before the War of Inde-
pendence? .

(A) They contained organized antislavery societies.

(B) They allowed individuals to own slaves.

(C) They prohibited religious groups from political action.

(D) They were inconsistent in their legal definitions of slave sta-

’ tus. ) - \

(E) They encouraged abolitionist societies to expand their influ-
ence. ' -

3. According to the passage, the War of Independence was embarrass-

7 e 11 e



ing to
I.

I.

Oy
(B)
)
(D)
(E)

some Ameticans for which of the following reasons? -
it involved a struggle for many of the same liberties that

Americans were denying to others.

Tt involved a struggle for independence from the very nation

that had founded the colonies.

ig involved a struggle based on' inconsistencies in the
participants’ conceptions of freedom.

I only

I only

1 and I only

1 and ‘X only

I, I, and X

4. Which of the following statements regarding American society in

.

“the years immediately following the War of Independence is best

supported by the passage?
(A) The unexpected successes of the antislavery societies led to

their gradual demise in the Eastern states.

(B) Some of the newly independent - American states had begun to

(o))

make progress toward abolishing slavery.

Americans like Abigail Adams be¢ame disillusioned with the
slow progress of emancipation and gradually abandoned the

cause.

(D) Emancipated slaves gradually were accepted in the Eastern

states )
as equal members of American society.

(E)The adbolition of slavéry in many Easterti states was the result

12

of close cooperation between religious * groups and free

Blacks.



