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PREFACE

Although in the “Stone Age” the cave men already learnt to use flint tools yet acknowledgement of
the beauty of rock and stone among powerful people in China has only a history of two thousand years old.
This reflects that in the private gardens of Chinese emperors,noblemen, rich merchants and wealthy
gentlemen,we may find some big rocks standing alone or a gathering of rocks and stones forming a rockery,
which serve nothing but satisfy the love of appreciation of the masters of the gardens. In addition, there were
abundant records and paintings in China and Japan which showed us how the powerful people to use rocks
and stones making artificial landscapes and develop their natural beauty to us the utmost. The important role
played by rocks and stones highlights the unique characteristic of the oriental classical gardens.

The westerners are very fond of natural features composed of alpine plants accompanied with rocks
and hence they usually imitate the pattern of the natural features to build a Rock Garden for themselves. The
westerners’ taste about rocks and stones are quite different from the Chinese but I think either the westerners
or the Chinese must certainly have their own strong points.

Nowadays the garden designers are willing to add some foreign and exotic elements in their schemes.
As the communications are becoming so convenient it is natural that there is really a necessity to carry on
cultural exchanges worldwide. I dare say not a human being does not like natural beauty. To enjoy the
visitors the beauty of rocks and stones has already been introduced by the garden makers to various gardens
in the oriental and western countries. Therefore it is necessary for us to summarize what technique that was
used by our forerunners in dealing with rocks and stones in the garden making. The technique includes the
skill of lay-out, the appeal to the interests of the visitors, the visual arts of arrangement and the deep
connotation of stone civilization. To my belief it is worthy to collect these said materials in order to tell the
garden making suceessors and garden goers who want to seek good sightseeing how the garden maker of

older generatlon had dbne thelr best to take advan eauty of rocks and stones to give us such a

.

¢ Rocks in Garden.
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