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Oscar Wilde

The
Happy Prince

and other tales

Oscar Wilde (1854 -1900) was born in [reland in 1854,
He attended Trinity College in Dublin and Magdalen
College at Oxford. While still a university student, Wilde
became involved in the aesthetic movement, and gained a
wide-spread reputation for his brilliant wir.

After completing his studies, Wilde moved o the capital,
and rapidly became the darling of London society. His
irony, biting social criticism and insight, unconventional
ideas, and eccentric behaviour made um the tatk of the
town, A scandal brought his downfali in 1895, He was
accused of homosexuality, and semtenced to two years in
prison. Ostracized fy his former admirers and friends,
demoralized and in poor health, Wilde died in Paris in 1900,

The Huppy Prince and Other Tales was published in 1888,
1t is a collection of fairy tales wirh symbolic and moral
content. This famous work of Oscar Wilde has been read
andre-read by young andold alike overseveral generatioss.

Other well-known works by Oscar Wilde include his only
novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891), and his plays:
Lady Windermere's Fan (1892), A Woman af No
Importance (1893), An fdeal Hushand (18953, and The
importance of Being Earnest (1899), which js considered

Lhis maslerpiece,
J
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THE HAPPY PRINCE

High above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the
Happy Prince. He was gilded all over with thin leaves of fine
gold, for eyes he had two bright sapphires, and a large red ruby
glowed on his sword-hilt.

He was very much admired indeed. ‘He is as beautiful as a
weathercock,’ remarked one of the Town Councillors who
wished to gain a reputation for having artistic tastes; *only not
quite so useful,” he added, fearing lest people should think him
unpractical, which he really was not.

“Why can’t you be like the Happy Prince?” asked a sensible
mother of her little boy who was crying for the moon. “The
Happy Prince never dreams of crying for anything,’

*Tam glad there is some one inthe world who is quite happy.’
muttered a disappointed man as he gazed at the wonderful statue.

‘He looks just like an angel,” said the Charity Children as
they came out of the cathedral in their bright scarlet cloaks, and
their clean white pinafores.

‘How do you know?’ said the Mathematical Master, “you
have never seen one.”

* Ah' but we have, in ousdreams,” answered the children; and
the Mathematical Master frowned and looked very severe, forhe
did not approve of children drearning,

One mght there flew over the city a little Swallow. His
friends had gone away to Egypt six weeks before, but be had
stayed behind, for he was in love with the most beautiful Reed.
He had met her early inthe spring as he was flying down the river
after 1 big yellow moth, and had been so attracted by her slender
waisl that he had stopped to talk to her,

*Shall | fove you?' said the Swatlow, who liked to come 10
the point at once, and the Reed made him a low bow. Sohe flew
round and round her, touching the water with his wings, and
making sitver ripples. This was his courtship, and it lasied all
through the summer.

‘It is a ndiculous attachment, ' twittered thé other Swallows,
*she has no money, and far too many relations;” and indeed the
river was quite full of Reeds. Then, when the autumn came, they
all flew away.

Affter they had gone he feit lonely, and began to tire of his
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gilded. coated or covered with gold  tine. thin.
sapphires:biue transparent precious stores. ruby: red precious
stone. glowed: sparkled. shone.

weathercock' vang in the shape of a cack which turns to indicate
the direction of the wind  Councillors: representatives of the
people af the town hali. fearing lest: for fear that

sensible: wise, having good sense,

crying for the moon- desinng impossible things.

muttered: saud in a low voice. gazed: locked.

looks just llke: resembles exactiy.

pinafores. aprons used by school giris

did not approve did not like.
Swallow: a small bird with tong pomted wings and a forked tail.

Feed: tall grass usvally growing on river banks.

come to the poinl speak openly and direclly. at cnce:
tmmediately. & bow. a bending of the head or body to show
respect or agreement. ripples; waves. lasted: endured.

attachment: devotion, love. twittered: chirped.
relations: relative.

tire: i become tired
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lady-love. “She hay no conversation,” he said. “and 1 am afraid
that she is a coquette, for she is always fliting with the wind.’
And cenainly., whenever the wind blew, the Reed made the most
graceful cursies. 'T admit thal she is domestic.” he contirued.
“but T love traveliling, and my wife, consequently. should love
ravelling also.”’

"Will you come away withme?" he saidfinally toher: but the
Reed shook her head, she was so attached to her home.

*You have been trifling with me.” he cried. *I am off to the
Pyramids. Good-bye!” and he flew away.

All day tong he flew, and at night-time he arrived at the city.
“Where shall 1 put up?” he said: 'T hope the town has made
preparations.’

Then he saw the statue on the tall column. ‘1 will pul up
there,” he cried; “itis a fine position with plenty of fresh air.” So
he alighted just between the feet of the Happy Prince,

‘I have a golden bedroom,” he said softly 10 himself as be
looked round, and he prepared to go o sleep: but just as he was
putting his head under his wing a large drop of water fell on him.
*What a curious thing!” he cried. “there is not a single cloud in
the sky, the stars are guite clear and bright, and yet it is raining.
The climate in the north of Europe is really dreadful. The Reed
used 10 tike the rain, but that was merely her selfishness.”

Then another drop fell.

“What is the use of a stamae if it cannot keep the rin of 17 he
said, ‘I must look for a good chimney-pol.” and he determined
to fly away.

But before he had opened his wings, a third drop fell, and he
looked up, and saw — Ah! what did he sce?

The eves of the Happy Prince were filled with tears, and tears
were running down his golden cheeks. His face was so beautiful
in the moenlight that the little Swallow was filled with pity.

“Who are you?" he said.

‘I am the Happy Prince.’

“Why are you weeping then?” asked the Swallow. “you have
quite drenched me,’

“When I was alive und had a heman heart,” answered the
statue, "Fdid not know whal tears were, for [ lived in the Palace
of Sans-Souci, where sorrow is not allowed to enter. In the
daytime I played with my companions in the garden, and in the
evening 1 led the dance in the Great Hall, Round the garden ran
a very lofty wall, but [ never cared to ask what lay beyond it,
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acoquette: aflin. flirting: playing at love without serious intentions

curtsies act of bending the body in sign of respect.

shook her head: said "'no”. attached to. loved.
trifling: playing. | am off. | am leaving.

where shall | put up?: where shall | sleep or spend the night,

alighted: landed.

yet' nevertheless.
dreadful: terrible.
selfishness: egoism.

use utility. off. away.

pity. compassion.

weeping crying.
drenched. soaked, made wet.

Palace of Sans-Souci. palace without worres or preoccu pations
sorrow sadness,

lofty' very high what lay beyond it: all the things that were
outside of the walls.
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everything about me was so beautiful. My courtiers called me
the Happy Prince, and happy indeed I was, if pleasure be
happiness Sollived. and se | died. And now that 1 am dead they
have seln:e up here so high that Ican see all the ugiiness and all
the misery of my city, and though my heart is made of lead yet
1 carnol choose but weep.”

*What, is he not solid gold?” said the Swallow to himself. He
was 100 polite to make any personal remarks out loud.

‘Far away,” continued the statue in a low musical voice, *far
away in alintle street there is a poor honse. One of the windows
is open. and through it T can see a woman seated al a table. Her
face is thin and wom, and she has coatse, red hands, all pricked
by 'the necdle, for she is u seamstress. She is embroidering
passion-flowers ona satin gown for the lovelies of the Queen's
maids-of-honour 1o wear at the next Court-ball. In a bed in the
corner of the room her little boy is lying ill. He has a fever, and
is asking for oranges. His mother has nothing to give him but
river water, so he is crying, Swallow, Swallow, listle Swallow.
will you not bring her the ruby out of my sword-hilt? My feet are
fastened to this pedestal and 1 cannot move.’

*lum waited for in Egypt.” said the Swallow. "My friends are
flying up and down the Nile, and 1alking 1o the large lotus-
flowers. Soonthey will goto sleep inthe tomb of the great K ing.
The King js there himsef in his painted coffin. He is wrapped in
yellow linen, and embalmed with spices. Round his neck is a
chain of pale green jade, und his hands are like withered leaves.’

‘Swallow, Swallow, litde Swallow.” said the Prince, ‘will
you not stay with me for one night, and be my messenger? The
boy is so thirsty, and the mother so sad.”

‘I don’t think I like boys," answered the Swallow. “Last
summer, when | was staying on the river, there were two rude
boys, the miller’s sons, who were always throwing stones at me.
They never hit me. of course; we swallows fly far too well for
that. and besides, 1 come of a family famous for its agility; but
still, it was a mark of disrespect.”

But the Happy Prince fooked so sad that the little Swallow
was sorry. ‘tis very cold here,” he said; *but} will stay with you
for one night, and be your messenger.”

“Thunk you, lisile Swallow,” said the Prince.

So the Swallow picked oul the great ruby from the Prince's
sword, and flew away with it in his beak over the roofs of the
tOwn.



80: in this way.

ugliness: ugly or unpleasant things.

misery: poverty. lead: a dark and heavy metal.
| cannot choose but weep: | can only cry.
solid: pure.

remarks- commerits.

worn: tired. coarse: rough.
a seamstress: a woman who eamns her living by sewing.
embroidering: sewing.

but: except fer.

fastened: fixed
the Nile: famous river in Egypt.
coffin, tox for a dead person

{inen: fine rtoth.
withered: driedt up.

rude: impolite.

mark: sign.

was sorfy: felt sad.

beak: protruding part ot a bird’s mouth.



He passed by the cathedral 1ower. where the white marble
angels were sculptured. He passed by the palace and heard the
sound of dancing. A beautiful girt came out on the balcony with
herlover. ‘How wonderful the stars are,” he said 1o her “and how
waondertul is the power of love!” "1 hope my dress will he ready
in time for the State-ball.” she answered; *1 have erdered
passion-flowers o be embroidered on i but the seamstresses
are so lazy.”

He passed over the river, and saw the Janterns hanging to the
masts of the ships, He pacsed over the Ghetie, and saw the old
Jews bargaining with eac. other. and weighing out money in
copper scales, At last he came 1o the poor house and looked in.
The boy was tossing feverishly on his bed. and the mother had
Tullen asleep, she was so tired. In he hopped. and laid the great
ruby on the table beside the woman's thimble. Then he flew
gently round the bed, fanning. the boy™s forehead with his wings.
"How cool [feel," said the boy, “Tmust be getting better;* and he
sark into a delicious slumber,

Then the Swallow flew back to the Happy Prince, and told
kim what be had done. *[tis curious.” he remarked, “but 1 Feel
yuite warm now, although itis so cold.”

“That i because you have done a good action,” said the
Prince. And the little Swallow began to think. and then he fell
asleep. Thinking alway made him slecpy.

When day broké he flew down to the river and had a bath.
*What o remarkable phenomenon,” said the Professor of Omi-
thology. as he was passing over the bridge. A swallow in
wirtter!” And he wrote along ketterabout itto the local newspaper.
Every one quoted it, it was full of o many words that they could
not understand.

“To-night | go to Egypt,” sird the Swallow. and he was in
high spirits at the prospect. He visited all the public monuments.
and sat a long time on top of the church steeple. Wherever he
wenl the Sparrows chirruped. and said 10 each other. "What &
distinguishzd stranger!” 50 he empoyed himeelf very much.

When the moon rose he flew back (o the Happy Prince.
"Have you any commissions for Egypt? he cried; ' am Just
starting.”

"Swallow, Swaliow. little Swatlow,” said the Prince. “will
you not stay with me one night longer?”

“Tam waited for in Egypl," answered the Swaltow. “Tomoe-
row my friends will fly up to the Second Cararact. The river-
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by: near. i1 the vicnity of.

ready. preparad.

lazy: unwilling to work.

masts: bigh poles on a ship.

bargaining: agreeing to buy or seli

scales: balance.

tossing: turning .

hopped: jumped.

thimble: a small metal cup worn on 2 finger while sewing.
fanning. cooling.

cool: fresh. getting better: improving, getting well.
sank Into a dellcious sleep: fell asleep.

cutious: strange.

a good action: a good deed

When day broke: after sunrise
as: while.

quoted: citad, repeated.

high spirits at the prospect a good mood thinking about it.

chirruped: chiped or sang repeatedly.
distingulshed: elegant

commissions: ordars

longer: more



