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Aspects of America
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Bike for a Better City

Some people think they have an answer
to the troubles of automobile crowding and
dirty air in large cities.! Their answer is the
bicycle, or "bike".

In a great many cities, hundreds of people
ride bicycles to work every day. In New York
City, some bike riders have even formed a
group called Bike for a Better City>. They
claim that if more people rode bicycles to
work there would be fewer automobiles in
the downtown section of the city and
therefore less dirty air from car engines.*

For several years this group has been

trying to get the city government to help
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bicycle riders. For example, they want the city to draw
special lanes —for bicycles only —on some of the main
streets,* because when bicycle riders must use the same lanes
as cars, there are accidents. Bike for a Better City feels that
if there were special lanes, more people would use bikes.

But no bicycle lanes have been drawn. Not everyone
thinks they are a good idea. Taxi drivers don't like the idea—
they say it will slow traffic.> Some store owners on the main
streets don't like the idea— they say that if there is less traffic,
they will have less business. And most people live too far
from downtown to travel by bike.$

The city government has not yet decided what to do. It
wants to keep everyone happy. On weekends, Central Park —
the largest piece of open ground in New York —is closed to
cars,’ and the roads may be used by bicycles only. But Bike
for a Better City says that this is not enough and keeps
fighting to get bicycle lanes downtown.

The Happy Way to Get to Work
The Golden Gate Bridge joins the beautiful city of San
Francisco® with the suburbs to the north. Each day, about
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100,000 automobiles cross the bridge taking people to and
from the city.? Fully half of them cross the bridge during the
morning and evening rush hours; with traffic so heavy, the
trip is hardly a pleasure.'’

Now, however, there is at least one group of happy
commuters''. These are the people who travel under the
bridge instead of on it. They go to work by boat and enjoy it
so much that most of them say they will never go by car
again.

The ferry they take is the roomy, quiet, comfortable
"Golden Gate"'?. Commuters can enjoy the sun on deck. In
the morning they can have breakfast in the coffee shop, and
in the evening they can order a drink in the bar while
watching San Francisco's famous skyline and the nearby
hills.

The trip takes only thirty minutes and is not very costly.
But best of all, being on a boat seems to make people
friendlier toward each other. There has already been a
marriage of two commuters who met on the "Golden Gate".

Because the experiment has been successful, there are

plans to use other, still larger boats. There is also a proposal
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for a high-speed boat that will make the trip in fifteen
minutes.'?

Not everyone is happy about that.' " A lot of people don't
want to get back and forth faster," said one commuter. "They
feel that half an hour is just enough time for two drinks at
the bar."

Rent or Buy?

When John and Victoria Church!’® arrived in New York
from London for a one-year stay, they brought no furniture
with them. They had planned either to live in a furnished
apartment or to buy used furniture.'® But they soon learned
about a new way of furnishing an apartment or a house that
more and more people are using. The renting of home
furnishings (furniture, dishes, and so on) has become one of
America's fastest growing businesses.'”

Why do people rent their home furnishings instead of
buying them? Many kinds of people: international
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businessmen, government officials, airline workers, young
married couples'®—the people whose job or business may
force them to move frequently from one city (or country) to
another—find they can rent better quality furniture than they
could afford to buy. Young people with little money do not
want to buy cheap furniture, that they will soon grow to
dislike."” They prefer to wait until they have enough money
to buy furniture they really like. Meanwhile, they rent.?’ And
people whose work takes them from place to place are saved
the trouble of moving their furniture each time.?' They simply
rent new furniture when they reach their new home.

One family, now settled in a large, beautiful home, liked
their rented furniture so much they decided to keep renting
it instead of buying new things.”? But they don't like to tell
people about it. The idea of renting home furnishings is still
quite new, and they are not sure what their neighbors might

think. B
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Playing for Love or

Money
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Many amateur administrators who run
international sporting events often complain
that sportsmanship is a thing of the past. They
put the blame for everything wrong with sport
on the growth of professionalism. They are
horrified that some athletes today regard
running as work and expect to be paid for
what they do. They claim that when the
modern Olympic Games began athletes felt
that it was sufficient reward for them to
compete.

The truth is that such high ideals were
always an aspiration and never had much to
do with reality. The Olympic Games of 1900
and 1904 were tied up with business, because
they were organised as a secondary attraction
to international trade fairs.

The love of amateurism and the belief that
what is important is how you behave on the
field, not whether you win or lose, comes
from a time when the only people who played
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games seriously did not need to earn their living. Even then,
it was common for rich men and universities in some
countries to subsidise 'amateurs' by paying their bills or
tuition fees.

Whatever the idealists may say, it is obvious that what
matters to the public is success. Even the organisers of the
Olympic Games admit this. Whoever comes first wins a gold
medal but anyone who comes fourth gets nothing. What the
administrators sometimes ignore is that anyone who wants
to become an Olympic champion must do without spare time
and possibly break off his studies. It is not surprising that
athletes want some tangible reward.

The fact that sport is becoming less entertaining is more
important than the question of amateurism. The reason for
this is that it is often easier for a team to break down another
team's resistance by defensive tactics than to break through
and score themselves. In international matches, prestige is
so important that the only thing that matters is to avoid being
beaten. In view of the fact that sport will become more
necessary to society in the future as entertainment, because
people will have more spare time to fill, it might be better
for administrators to do away with amateurism altogether
and concentrate on improving the standards of play and

facilities for players and spectators alike.
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