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LEAVES OF GRASS

Come, said my Soul,
Such verses for my Body let us write,
(for we are one,)

That should I after death invisibly return,
Or, long, long hence, in other spheres,
There to some group of mates

the chants resuming,
(Tallying Earth's soil, trees, winds,
tumultuous waves,)
Ever with pleas'd smile I may keep on,
Ever and ever yet the verses owning—
as, first, I here and now,
Signing for Soul and Body,
set to them my name.
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SONG OF MYSELF

Section 1

[ celebrate myself, and sing myself,

And what I assume you shall assume,

For every atom belonging to me as good belongs
to you.

I loafe and invite my soul,
I lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of
summer grass. '

My tongue, every atom of my blood, form'd from this
soil, this air,

Born here of parents born here from parents the same,
and their parents the same,

I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin,

Hoping to cease not till death.

Creeds and schools in abeyance,

Retiring back a while sufficed at what they are,
but never forgotten,

I harbor for good or bad, I permit to speak at
every hazard,

Nature without check with original energy.
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Section 20

Who goes there? hankering, gross, mystical, nude;
How is it I extract strength from the beef I eat?

What is a man anyhow? what am I? what are you?

Alllmarkasmyownyoushalloﬂ‘setitwithyourown,
Else it were time lost listening to me.

I do not snivel that snivel the world over,
That months are vacuums and the ground but wallow
and filth.

Whimpering and truckling fold with powders for
invalids, conformity goes to the fourth-remov'd,
I'wear my hat as I please indoors or out.




