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Li Yanping,once a dancer and now a fashion designer,was born in Beijing in 1950. She studied fashion de-
sign at the Central Institute of Arts and Crafts and graduated in 1982. In 1983,she won the First Chinese Fash-
ion Culture Prize jointly sponsored by China and Japan. One year later in 1984 she designed the costumes for the
artists' formation in the mass parade for the 35th Anniversary of the National Day,for the success of which she
was commended by the Government. In December the same year,she held a successful fashion show of her per-
sonal designs in Beijing,the first of its kind in the country. In 1986,she went to Japan where she scored another
success with“Li Yanping Fashion Show”. As a matter of fact,Li Yanping was the first fashion designer of China,
who has exhibited her fashions abroad. In 1987 ,she went to Takajimaya Corporation, Japan,for further studies as
a researcher and retarned to China one year later with academic honour. Japanese personages in the same field
praised her for her“contribution to the research in oriental fashion and the exchange of fashion culture between
Japan and China”. In 1989,the first state—owned company named after an individual was founded in Shenzhen —
— — — Li Yanping Fashion Design Company Ltd, Union Textile Corporation,with Li Yanping as the General
Manager and Chief Designer.

As a forceful demonstration of the Chinese national styles and faithful reflection of the rhythm of the day,Li
Yanping's production has many times won prizes at fashion competitions and enjoys good credit in countries like
Japan,U.S. A. and others. She is even called“China's:Pierre Cardin” by her adorers overseas. She has desighed
for wives of former premiers of Japan.‘l‘akeshna Noboru and Haifu Toshiki,the wife of LLee Kuan Yew,former
premier of Singapore, Yoshinagakoyuri,a well —Known film star of Japan and other distinguished personages
from different circles,all of whom have very high opinion of her. Madam Takeshita personally wrote to her to ex-
press her gratitude and appreciation.

In 1991,the Ministry of Textile Industry conferted on her the title of “Best National Designer” and “Li Yan-
ping Brand” was selected as one of the “ Ten Famous Brands .

Major publications include;“More Fashions for the Young People” and “ A Fashion World for Women”.

At present,Li Yanping is © '« youngest designer with a professorship.
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PREFACE

The summer and spring —autumn fashions in the present book
are just part of what I have designed this year.

They are a true expression of the ideas and styles I have always
cherished.

To bring out a harmonious effect of combining national style
with features of the modern times is the principle I have been follow-
ing in my design.

China has a long history of 5,000 years and a rich costume tradi-
tion of 56 nationalities ,the past being extremely splendid,of which we
are indeed very proud.

However,it seems that it was not very long ago that we started
to study seriously modern fashions in China and to try to make the
fashions more colorful and diversified.

Today when the traditional aesthetic standards in China have un-
dergone significant changes,every fashion designer is faced with the
challenge of how to produce something really Chinese. I am willing to
make unremitting efforts in this respect.

I always believe that in fashion designing, we must not break
away from the history of our culture,nor abandon our own costume
traditions ,since costume is only an outer cultural form which reflects
the inner cultural qualities of a nation. On the contrary,we should try
hard to absorb the quintessence of the Chinese cultural tradition and
incorporate it in the designs. Only by doing s¢ can our designs be ac-
ceped and loved by the people, most of whom have had their tastes
nurtured by the nation's traditional culture,and only by doing so can
our designs with a unique national style gain a foothold in the fash-
ions of the world.

I also believe that in order to adapt to the life of modern society
and satisfly the constantly changing aesthetic requirements of the peo-
ple, we must make some bold changes in traditional costumes and
learn from the costume cultures of other countries.

Among the many fashions 1 have designed, those that are most
loved are designs embodying not only national styles but also the spir-
it of the day. This prug¢s €e-be tnie othzat.hdme and abroad , which
has,no doubt ,§trengehendumy-conlidence.
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I have maintained that there should be various schools of fashion
designing and that each designer should have his/her own style. Only
then can the manifold needs of the people be met,and can their life be
colorful and diversified.

The designing style which I have been after is dignity,elegance
and simplicity. This may have something to do with the kind of peo-
ple I intend to serve. my disposition and aesthetic interest.

I have taken professional women as the main object of my ser-
vice,and I hope that my designing will highlight their dignified beau-
ty ,something characteristic of these women only.

The majority of my fashions are designed for professional women
to wear on social functions where,I think,elegant style will help to
bring their charms to the utmost.

As for simplicity,I regard it as an artistic quality, which brings
the fashion up to the level of art and produces the effect of a purified
beauty. The reason why I admire simplicity is perhaps that I am fond
of Chinese paintings,the Tang poetry and the Chinese traditional op-
eras, from which I have reaped no little benefit. Moreover, I have a
forthright character and do not like sloppiness.

The famous Japanese costume educator Mr. Tanaka Chiyo once
said to me;“The fashions designed by you are very beautiful by them-
selves without need for any additional adornment. ” This is exactly
what I expect to achieve.

Long years of practice have enabled me to foster my own style.
However,I will continue to absorb useful things from our tradition,
folk culture and from fellow designers of various styles and schools
both at home and abroad,and incorporate them in my own style.

When this book comes out it will just be the tenth anniversary of
my graduation from the Central Institute of Arts and Crafts and tak-
ing up fashion designing as a profession. I would like to take the op-
portunity here to express my sincere gratitude to the teachers who
have trained me and to my Chinese and foreign friends who have given
me enthusiastic support for my work.

I hope my fashions will add more charms to you.

Li Yanping
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