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The Gift of Language
KBHIESRES

When a rabbit sees something dangerous, it runs
away. lts tail, which is white, moves up and down as it
runs. The other rabbits see this white tail moving up and
down, and they run too. They know that there is danger.
The rabbit has told them something without making a sound.
It has given them a signal.

Many other animals use this kind of longuage. When a
cobra is angry, it raises its hood and makes itself look
fierce. This warns other animals. When a bee has found
some food, it goes back to its home. It cannot tell the other
bees where the food is by speaking to them, but it does a
little dance in the air. This tells the bees where the food is.

Some onimals say things by making sounds. A dog
barks, for instance, when a stranger comes near. A cat
purrs when pleased.' Some birds make several different
sounds, each with its own meaning.? Sometimes we human
beings speak in the same way. We make sounds like “Oh!”
or “Ah!” when we are frightened or pleased or 'when we
drop something on our toes!

But we have something that no animal has — a large

number of words which have the meanings of things, ac-




tions, feelings or ideas. We are able to give each other in-
formation®, to tell other people what is in our mind or how
we feel. By writing words down we can remember things
that have happened, or send messages to people far away.
No animal can do this. No animal has the wonderful power

of language.

No one knows how man* learned to make words. Per-
haps he began by making sounds like those made by ani-
mals. Perhaps he grunted like a pig when he lifted some-
thing heavy. Perhaps he made sounds like those he heard all
round him, — birds singing, bees humming, a stone falling
to the ground. Somehow he learned to make words. As the
centuries went by, he made more and more new words. This
is what we mean by language.

People living in different countries made different
kinds of words. Today there are about fifteen hundred dif-
ferent languages in the world. Each contains many thousands
of words. A very large English dictionary, for example,
contains four or five hundred thousand words. But we do not
need all these. To read a popular newspaper, you need four -
to five thousand words.

The words you know are called your vocabulary. You
should try to make your vocabulary bigger. Read as many
books as you can. There are plenty of books written in easy
English for you to read. You will enjoy them. When you

meet a new word, find it in your dictionary. Your diction-




ary is your most useful book.
(470 words)

New Words and Phrases: _
1. hood [hud] n. (BRI T LR

2. fierce [f1es] adj. W

3. purr [ ps:] v, (%) ng iy

4. information [infomerfon] n.{fE8

5. grunt [grant]  ».  (3B%) {Empmgss

6. hum [ham] v. (%) gy

7. goby (Bf[E]) %

8. contain [ken'tem] v. @&

9. vocabulary [veuksbjulori] =». &L

Notes:

1. A cat purrs when pleased. % #5844 8753k ,
When pleased = When it is pleased.

2. Some birds make several different sounds, each with
itsownmeaning. A28 X ENLHRAKEE, H—
A EFAAE—FENL,
each M %4 F each sound, i each with its own mean-
ing Z4MFE .8 several different sounds A9, i:
There are several people standing there, each wear-
ing a cap. AIFUAASEARIL, FMAAKRKE—THE

Fo
There are five rings on the table, each worth 2000
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3. information RAA % E, [F— B # message £
LR €358

4. man A%

Exercises:

I . Select the best answer from the four choices

A, B, Cand D:
Why does the tail of a rabbit move up and down

1.

when it is frightened and runs away?

A.
B.
C.
D.

To give the message of danger.
To show fear.

To frighten its enemy.

To keep balance.

What is the main idea of Paragraph 27

A.
B.
C.
D.

Self-protection of animals.
Fierce cobras.

Kinds of dancing by bees.
Body language of animals.

What is the main idea of Paragraph 37

A.
B.

Reasons why a dog barks.
Difference of means of communication between hu-

man beings and animals.
Sounds produced by certain animals as means of

communication.
Reasons why birds make different sounds.
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4. Which of the following statements is true according to 1
the passage?
A. Man learned to make words in a planned way.

B. It is not certain how man learned to make words.

C. Man learned how to make words from birds, etc.
D. Man and animals learned to make words almost at
the same time.
5. The title of this passage The Gift of Language means
that
A. some people have the gift of language, and others
haven’t.
B. man and animals have the gift of language.
C. human beings have the gift of language, and ani-
mals haven’t.
D. English is the gift of language given by God.
Il . Point out in the following summary which sen-
tences are false and which are true according
to the passage (write F for false and write T

for true):

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7

1

(DAnimals do not have the gift of language.
(@ However, they can use a body language or produce

sounds to express simple meanings.




°

(3)For example, all frightened animals make some sounds
while running away.

(@A dog barks when it sees a stranger come near.

(®Man can use words to express feelings, ideas, things
and actions, but animals can’t.

®Words in a language were first used by some clever
people and then spread to other people.

(DYou are able to read a newspaper when you master at
least 7000 words.

. Translate the following sentences into Chi-

nese, paying attention to the underlined

phrases that have appeared in the reading

passage:

1. He lifts a heavy stone up and down every morning.

2. Human being can use a large number of words to ex-
press their ideas and feelings.

3. As the days went by, he became stronger.

4. This is what we mean by friendship.

5. Read as many books as you can if you want to be a

writer.

. Give the name of the animal according to the

sound it produces:

1. bark —
2. purr —
3. hum —
4. grunt —
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Christmas
ERT
C hristmas Day is a very happy day for boys and girls.
Before the term ends in some schools, the children act a na-
tivity or “birth” play', showing how Jesus was born in a
stable.

Many of the celebrations at Christmas are old customs.
Some fathers dress up? in a red cloak and put on a long white
beard. They pretend to be Father Christmas, or Santa
Claus, and put presents® by the beds* of their children. The
words Santa Claus are a way of saying Saint Nicholas, a
good man who helped poor people and gave presents to them
more than 300 years after Jesus was born®.

To most people in Europe and America, Christmas Day
finishes the year, although there are still a few days left af-
ter it. Shop windows are decorated with Christmas trees
some months before December, and notices are put up saying
“68 shopping days to Christmas” or “21 shopping days to
Christmas”. Cotton wool is stuck on to the shop windows to
look like snow, and holy things are hung up.

Parents buy presents for their children. Then they have
to hide them in the house to stop the children from® finding

out what “Father Christmas” is going to bring them’.
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