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LIU SHAO-CHI

THE VICTORY OF MARXISM-LENINISM
IN CHINA

Written for the jowrnal World Marxist Review
(Problems of Peace and Socialism) in celebration of
the tenth anniversary of the People’s Republic of China

Ten years have passed since the founding of the
great People’s Republic of China.

The Chinese revolution is the continuation of the great
October Revolution. The great October Revolution opened
up a new era in human history and began to change the face
of the world. The success of the Soviet Union in building
socialism, the victory of the anti-fascist world war! in
which the Seviet Union was the main force, and the found-
ing of many socialist states in Europe and Asia, all de-
monstrate the irresistible historical law of the rise of social-
ism and the decline of capitalism. The victory of the
Chinese revolution further changed the face of the world.
The Chinese revolution made a very big breach on the
imperialist front in the East and dealt a fatal blow to?
the imperialist colonial system. New China joined the
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union. The Soviet
Union, China and the- other socialist countries form the
big socialist family of unity and friendship which em-
braces one-third of the world’s population and extends over
a vast, compact land-mass in Europe and Asia.? The

a vast, compact land-mass in Europe and Asia zrgt Wiiellg—p. to
extend over i, §"3; a vast, compact land-mass J-REFRAYAH L.
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Chinese revolution has a great attraction for peoples in

all the backward countries that have suffered, or are suf--

fering, from imperialist oppression. They feel that they
should also be able to do what the Chinese have done.
All this - clearly shows that there has been a new change
in the relative strengths?! of capitalism and socialism in the
world.

The victory of the Chinese revolution has brought
about® the thorough liberation of China’s social productive
forces and has enabled China’s socialist construction to
advance at top speed,® thus effecting rapid changes* in
the poverty and backwardness of China.

In the first three years following the liberation of the
whole country, from 1950 to 1952, China successfully com-
pleted the task of rehabilitating the national economy
and raised its industrial and agricultural production gen-
erally up to and beyond the highest levels ever achieved
in old China. From 19563 to 1957 the Chinese people
carried out® the First Five-Year Plan, which increased
the total value of industrial output by 141 per cent, of
agricultural output by 26 per cent, and raised the pro-

portion of modern industry in the national economy from

26.7 per cent in 1952 to 40 per cent in 1957. The fulfil-
ment of the First Five-Year Plan laid the preliminary
foundation of China’s industrialization. In 1958 we began
to implemeant the Second Five-Year Plan. The big leap®
in the pational economy took place’ in this year. The

causing the delay. == The tram stopped suddenly, which caused the delay.
§. to carry out #4417, LK. W cany FREFHHMAHTRENRE, u: to
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fotal value of industrial output rose by 66 per cent and

the total value of agricultural output increased by 25 per

cent over 1957. On the basis of last year’s big leap for-

ward, this year is witnessing! a continued leap forward.

Compared with 1958, it is planned that this year the to-

tal value of industrial and agricultural production will

increase by 20 per cent, the increase in the total value of

industrial output being 25.6 per cent and that of agricul-

tural output 10 per cent.2 The planned output of major

) industrial and agricultural products such as steel, coal,

metallurgical® equipment, electric power generating equip-

meat, metal-cutting machine tools, cotton yarn, timber,

grain and cotton will all fulfil, overfulfil or nearly fulfil

their respective 1962 targets originally set in the Second

Five-Year Plan.t China’s lightning® speed in developing

its sooial productive forces cannot be matched by any

capitalist country and it certainly could never be dreamed
of® in old China.

Marx’s saying that “revolutions are the locomotives

' of history” is absolutely correct. In China, without the

democratic revolution that overthrew imperialism, feudal-

ism and bureaucrat-capitalism, without the socialist revo-

? lution that abolished the capitalist system, there could be

'

no rapid progress of modern industry, modern agriculture
and modern science and culture; no situation as the one
that prevails today” when the people of the whole coun-
try are working for the cause of socialism and commu-
nism vigorously and resolutely. Revolution has brought the
Chinese people boundless hope and an extremely brilliant
future.

that prevails today (RF&H) R4 KX#...RE: that A& (E one fy
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The victory of the Chinese people in the past ten
years is the victory of Marxism-Leninism, the victory of
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and the
victory of the general lines of the Chinese Communist
Party for democratic revolution, for socialist revolution and
for socialist comstruction.

During the period of China’s democratic revolution,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung repeatedly expounded the idea
that “the whole Chinese revolutionary movement led by
the Chinese Communist Party is a complete revolution-
ary movement embracing the two revolutionary stages,
democratic and socialist.... We can give correct leader-
ship to the Chinese revolution only on the basis of a
clear understanding of both the differences between the
demoocratic and socialist revolutions and their iuoter-
connections.” On the one hand, the right opportunists
in the Chinese revolution, like the Russian Mensheviks,?
set' up a “Great Wall” between the democratic and
socialist revolutions, failed to see? the interconnections of
the two revolutions and the possible prospect, during the

democratic revolution, of transforming it into a socialist

revolution. On the other hand, the “left” opportunists,
like the Russian Trotskyites,® confused the distinction
between the democratic and socialist revolutions and
would eliminate the bourgecisic and carry out the tasks
of the socialist revolution in the stage of the democratic
revolution. DBoth of these two erroneous tendencies cost
the Chinese revolution dearly. Contrary to* “left” and
right opportunism, the correct policy represented by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung in guiding the Chinese revolu-
tion was: on the one hand, by following the Marxist-
Leninist theory of revolutionary development by stages,

a
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4 clear distinction was made between the revolutionary
tasks of the two stages, the democratic and socialist
revolutions; on the other hand, by following the Marxist-
Leninist theory of uninterrupted revolution, the two
revolutions were closely linked together and every means
was sought! during the stage of democratic revolution to
create the conditions for the future realization of socialist
revolution, so that the struggles of the socialist revolu-
tion could be waged without interruption immediately
after the vationwide victory of the democratic revolution.

The fifm grasping of the hegemony? in the democra-
tic revolution by the proletariat through the Communist
Party is the key to ensuring the thorough victory of the
democratic revolution and the successful switch-over? from
the democratic revolution to the socialist revolution.
None of the Chinese bourgeois political parties could
put forward a thoroughly anti-imperialist and antifeu-
dal programme, could carry the Chinese democratic re-
volution to the end.* Our Party’s general line in lead-
ing the democratic revolution was to unite all the forces
that could be united and thoroughly carry out the strug-
gle against imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism
under the leadership of the proletariat and on the basis
of the worker-peasant alliance. This general line is
summed up and defined by Comrade Mao Tse-tung as
“the revolution of the masses of people, led by the pro-
letariat, to oppose imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism.”

China was a bhig, backward country. Over 80 per
cent of her people lived in the rural areas; 70 per cent of
this rural population were poor peasants and farm
labourers. The peasant question was the central ques-
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tion. in our democratic revolution. The rule of reaction
in old China was extremely barbarous. The masses of
the people had no rights whatsoever.? Progressive revo-
lutionaries were subject to? mass arrests and execution.
In the democratic revolutionary period, the Chinese
Communist Party, therefore, went deep into the villages
and for 22 years led the armed revolutionary struggle
which used the villages to encircle the cities. What the
Party adopted was the mass line policy® of resolutely
relying on the peasants’ political consciousness and or-
ganized strength, mobilizing the peasants to save them-
selves, to overthrow the landlords, to acquire land and
safeguard the land (this policy of the Party was carried
out continuously up to the land reform after the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China); not the contrary
bourgeois policy of “bestowing” land on® the peasants
as a favour. This enabled the Party to build powerful
and reliable revolutionary bastions in the rural areas, to
build up the revolutionary army and revolutionary bases,
gradually raise the revolutionary enthusiasm and revolu-
tionary disoipline of the broad masses of impoverished
peasants close to® the level of the revolutionary pro-
letariat, and receive from them the continuous supply
of manpower and material reserves needed by the Party
and the people’s army led by the Party. By depending
on rural revolutionary bases the Chinese Communist
Party waged the revolutionary war, and carried out land
reform and economic and cultural construction in rural
revolutionary bases. Essentially these were great, pro-

mass arrests (JcitfyiRHf). 4. organized strength #ERMNHER. T1H
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tracted and recurrent rehearsals* in preparation for the
notionwide viotory. These rehearsals educated the
masses, tempered the army, stored up revolutionary
strength, trained the cadres and enabled the Party’s
leadership to acquire rich experience in all fields.

With the establishment of the closest alliance be-
tween the proletariat and the peasant masses in the demo-
cratic revolution, we were able to solve the question of
forming a revolutionary united front with the national
bourgeoisie in a correct way. Taking China’s specific con-
ditions into consideration,? we properly distinguished
between the two sections of the Chinese bourgeoisie:
One was the bourgeoisie of bureaucrats and compradors
who were the tools of imperialism, defenders of feudalism
and its allies and the vicious ememy of the national
democratic revolution against whom resolute struggles
must be waged.®? The other was the national bourgeoisie,
who, oppressed and pushed around by imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism, desired an in-
dependent development of the mnation’s economy and
therefore it was possible for them to join the revolution
of stay neutral in the revolution. But they were also
weak-kneed, had the dual character of being revolutiona-
ry as well as reactionary,* and often took a wavering mid-
dle-of-the-road position. This made it necessary for us,
on the one hand, to® unite with them under certain con-
ditions to carry on the revolution against imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism; and on the other

character of being revolutionary as well as reactionary H&RIKHMNIGE
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