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The Yuanmingyuan

Located at northwest suburb of Peking, the Yuanmingyuan Park, renovated on the basis
of the ruined site, is a theme park characterized by the education in patriotism .
Yuanmingyuan was in history consisted of Yuanmingyuan, Changchunyuan and
Qichunyuan (renamed Wanchunyuan when rebuilt during the reign of emperor Tong Zhi
in Qing Dynasty), Three gardens, occupying an area of over 5200 mu, was as a whole
called Yuanmingyuan. Yuanmingyuan, a large imperial palatial garden was built and
maintained by feudal emperors in Qing Dynasty throughout more than 150 years, con-
stituted the center of feudal reign together with the Forbidden City, and was called “im-
perial garden™ by emperors.

In the 46th year (1707) during the reign of emperor Kong Xi , the emperor Kong Xi
granted the small garden in the northern Changchunyuan to his fourth son Yinzhen
(emperor Yong Zheng). After his succession, the emperor Yong Zheng undertook large-
scale expansion of Yuanmingyuan, front court quarters in the palace gate and residential
quarters in Houhujiuzhou were specially set up so as to facilitate administration of state
affairs and residence. After his succession, the emperor Qian Long continued to expand
Yuanmingyuan, and 40 scenes of Yuanmingyuan were completed in the 9th year during
the reign of emperor Qian Long and the 40 scenes map still exists. In the 10th year
(1745) during the reign of emperor Qian Long, Changchunyuan in the east of
Yuanmingyuan was undertook to be constructed. Changchunyuan and western chatean
scene quarters were basically completed in the 24th year (1759) during the reign of
emperor Qian Long, and in the 34th year(1769) during the reign of emperor Qian Long,
several princes’ gardens close to Changchunyuan were incorporated into Yuanmingyuan
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and was named Qichunyuan. Qichunyuan became the living quarters of the emperors
after large-scale renovation and expansion during the reign of emperor Jia Qing. In the
initial years during the reign of emperor Dao Guang, the east road of the Yuanmingyuan
was rebuilt and decorations were added for the empress dowager and concubine’s resi-
dence in the garden.

Yuanmingyuan was robbed and burnt down by the Anglo-French Allied Forces in Octo-
ber 1860, and was completely destroyed during the invasion of the Eight-Power Allied
Forces finally in 1900, its destruction is a heavy loss in the world cultural history and
bears historical witness to the avarice and savagery of imperialism and to the corruption
and incapability of the Qing Dynasty government.

After the liberation, the Chinese government pays great attention to the sorting out and
preservation of the Yuanmingyuan ruined site, Yuanmingyuan Park was listed as a key

national cultural relics preservation unit by the State Council in May 1988.
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153 HA [ 35z ik 22 it Bird View of the Yuanmingyuan Site
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2 kit The Site of Sravasti (Sheweicheng)
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JUMiE 2538t hE The Site of the Peaceful China (Jiuzhou Qingyan)
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H KBk5i8thl: The Stone Remnant of
“Ritian Linyu”
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JBESR K 2vitthl (W#S75)  The Site of “Open-minded and Enlightened” (Kuoran Dagong)
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230 ]| pristhl Cottage of Purple and Green (Zibi Shanfang) and Rockeries
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