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Lightning strikes the tree
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The body in the bath
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Henri sees the Monster go to the little house




The people come to see Justine die




Frankenstein and Henri see the Monster on the glacier
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Henri looks at the destroyed work-room
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Elizabeth on the edge of the cliff
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The end of the Monster and Frankenstein
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Introduction

Shelley’s and Byron’s stories were not published, and
we don’t know much about them. But Mary Shelley’s story
about a ghost in Switzerland seemed so good to the two
poets that they said: “You ought to make your story into a
full-length novel and send it to a publisher.”

As she worked on her story, Mary Sheiley’s ghost
became the far more frightening “human” monster that we
read about in this book. The book was published in 1818,
and it became famous at once. Thanks to films and
television, the name of the man, Frankenstein, who made
the monster, is known all over the world today, and many
fearful imaginary creatures are said to be like Franken-
stein’s Monster.

Frankenstein

People read Frankenstein as a story of fear and danger, but
Mary Shelley expressed in it beliefs that were important to
her and to many of her friends. She believed, like her
father, that human beings are naturally good. They be-
come evil only because society - the way men live together
~ makes them lie and cheat and behave badly. In Mary
Shelley’s book, Frankenstein has tried to create “the per-
fect man”, with strength, beauty and a clever brain. When
life is given to his “perfect man”, there is great strength
and a very good brain, and he is naturally good. But he is
ugly — so ugly that people fear and hate him. He looks evil,
and so society treats him as evil. The result is that he
actually becomes evil, an evil being of great strength and
cleverness, bringing danger not only to Frankenstein but
to Frankenstein’s family and to those he loves. Mary
Shelley wanted to show that the evil was not in the
Monster at first; it grew because people were stupid, un-
fair and cruel. Society produced the dangerous Monster
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Introduction

instead of the perfect man. Frankenstein himself started
the trouble: he drove away the creature that he had made.

Some of the places that are named in this book are
tourist centres today. People fly to Geneva. They take a
train up from Chamonix to the Mer de Glace glacier. But
when Mary Shelley was in Switzerland there were no
planes and no trains. Travel over the steep Swiss roads was
by horse-drawn carriage, and it was slow and not at all
comfortable. _ ,

We ought perhaps to remember one other fact. Frank-
enstein’s experiments with the power of lightning were
suggested to Mary Shelley by some experiments of Ben-
jamin Franklin, the American scientist and political leader.
In 1752, during a thunderstorm, Franklin flew a kite with a
key tied to the string near the ground. When he touched
the key, it sparked and he could feel an electric shock. The
next two men who tried this very dangerous experiment
were Killed.
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