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PART I

¥V UNDERSTANDING AND LEARNING

 Section[AJ

Learning a Foreign Language

Background Information

1. Online learning

Online learning, a form of distance education, refers to learning and other supportive resources
that are available through a networked computer. With the development of the Internet, online
learning often takes place on the Internet. In an online lesson, the computer displays material
(often in web browsers) in response to a learner’s request. The computer asks the learner for
more information and presents appropriate material based on the learner’s input. The material
can be as simple as traditional lessons and tests that are transcribed into a computer program.
The material can also be a complex system that tracks users’ input and suggests learning
material as a result. Or the material can be a work session that occurs through a real time chat;
learning occurs through the interaction. The material can be presented as text, graphics,
animated graphics, audio, video, or a combination of these that are displayed in web browsers
or other multimedia players such as Windows Media Player. New Horizon College English
(ttp://www.nhce.edu.cn) is a good example of a complex online EFL learning system. For a brief
introduction to online learning, check out the web page at http: //illinois. online. uillinois. edu/
IONresources/onlineoverview/index. htmi .

2. Junior middle school
Junior middle school refers to the stage in the Chinese education system which follows
primary school and includes years six through nine in the school time sequence. Normally,
students are 12 or 13 years of age when they begin the sixth or transition year of junior middle
school. In the American system, junior middle school most closely approximates middle
school or junior high school in which the beginning or ending years of this period may vary
slightly from region to region. The beginning age is about the same as that of junior middle
school students in China.

3. Senior middle school ; ‘
Senior middle school, the stage in the Chinese education system which follows junior middle .
school, includes years ten through twelve in the school sequence. Normally, students are 16
or 17 years of age when they begin senior middle school. Senior middle school most closely
parallels high school in the American system which may sometimes include year nine as a



transition year. Students who graduate at this level in both systems may choose to write a

university entrance examination: the National University Entrance Exam in China and the
SAT or Scholastic Aptitude Test in America. More detailed information about SAT can be

found from http: //www. collegeboard. com .

Detailed Study of@‘fgz’aﬂText,v

1.

Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult yet most rewarding experiences of

my life. (Para. 1)

Meaning: Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult things to do but it was
most worth doing in my life.

Although at times, learning a language was frustrating, it was well worth the effort. (Para. 1)

Meaning: Although sometimes learning a language is disappointing, it was rewarding
enough to spend the time and effort on it.

be well worth sth./doing sth. : be rewarding enough for the time or effort

This report about the effect of modernization on human nature is well worth reading. 1X 1y

K TR T AMEREma R IR i,

He’s decided to have a look at the house for it is well worth buying. fth ik 5 37 X 4 Ji

T PUAEARF S K.

. Because of the positive method, I eagerly answered all the questions I could, never worrying

about making mistakes. (Para. 2)
Meaning: Because of the effective and helpful method, I was very willing to answer all the
questions I could, and I never worried about making mistakes.

positive: a.

1) effective; helpful
Don’t just watch me; give me some positive advice. 3l H 2 F 57, L IRARLERR Y
i,

2) definite; allowing no room for doubt
We still don’t have a positive answer as to how he died. {th 3% 4nfi] 5, Bl B A
HEWIB A £.
He was expected to make a positive decision about whether these workers were to be fired.
b B AT A A5 R X 2 1A TR BB R 2

3) sure; having no doubt about sth.
Are you positive that he’s the man you saw yesterday? VRAE R ZE ftb sk A e R B B
A A g2
She was positive that John would help her out of trouble. ARS8 S T i B N R B
.

- I'was at the top of my class for two years. (Para. 2)

Meaning: I was one of the excellent students in my class for two years.

It didn’t take me long to lose my eagerness to answer questions. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Before long I was no longer eager to answer questions.

Not only did I lose my joy in answering questions, but also I totally lost my desire to say
anything at all in English. (Para. 3)



10.

11.

12.

Meaning: I not only didn’t feel happy answering questions, but also I didn’t want to say
anything in English.

Note: With “not only” or “only” placed at the beginning of a sentence, the sentence order
should be inverted ({§]2%) as you find it in the reading passage. Here are more examples:

Only in this way can you hope to finish the work at the end of this month. J 4 Hix fh J7

IEVRA A RAE A I Z AT 5E UK A

Not only did we enjoy the film, but we also had a wonderful time. F&fl |G T HLES 1M

HECtH R AT

Unlike my senior middle school teacher, ... (Para. 4)

Meaning: Different from my senior middle school teacher, ...

unlike: prep. different; not like, not the same

Her recent report is quite unlike her earlier work. i &30 (48 & 55 UL AT A A AR o

Unlike me, my son likes to get up early. 5% A Ja], FkJL FExk bk,

. However, the situation was far from perfect. (Para. 4)

Meaning: But the situation was not faultless at all.

far from: not ... at all; rather than

Far from (being) angry, he’s very happy. fth 5 & A4/E 4, 1B .

Her husband is far from (being) handsome; he is somewhat ugly. bl AR A (R, &
sidl.

- As our classes were very large, [ was only able to answer a couple of questions in each class

period. (Para. 4)

Meaning: Because there were many students in our classes, I could only answer two or three
questions in each class period.

a couple of: two or three

1 saw a couple of children playing in the garden. % W/ N % T-7E4E 1@ Ep g,

Could you please lend me a couple of dollars? {RFE(E IR F -~ X 50002

EbA%: a pair of

a pair of earrings, a pair of shoes, a pair of gloves, a pair of socks

I began to feel intimidated. (Para. 4)

Meaning: 1 began to feel frightened and lack confidence.

intimidate: vr. make one frightened by threats

The thieves intimidated the general manager by saying that they would kill him. /MgIFmE

MEREE BRI .

John intimidated his brother into not telling their parents the truth. Z78 & b ib 2 26, A4

HERBAE FAH 5 R S0 RE

... when I was offered an opportunity to study English through an online course. (Para. 5)

Meaning: ... when I was given a chance to learn English by taking a computer course.

opportunity: n. a good chance; a favorable moment

With the help of his teacher, he got an opportunity to learn English in Britain. 75 %I/ {oEY

Wir, (s 7 - XEE A RIENNLA,

The month of May offers a wonderful opportunity to go traveling. 5 F (3} & i AL,

I'soon got access to the necessary equipment, learned the technology from a friend and
participated in the virtual classroom 5 to 7 days a week. (Para. 5)



WA EEF
7

14.

Meaning: 1 soon got the necessary equipment and learned how to use the equipment from a
friend. Then I could take online courses 5 to 7 days a week.

access: n. way of entering; right of using, reaching, or entering

The only access to that building was guarded by the soldiers. i [a] BEMAER B HE -8 0E 1)

R A
He was not allowed access to his young brother who was in prison. {th A:{iggk ik 2o Wik I
St o

virtual: . almost what is stated; made-up

The king was so much under the control of his wife that she was the virtual ruler of the

country. |6} 15822 48 FROFERL. LASS bk A [E K I Sebrskivh .

With the use of the Internet ([N4¢/#), many virtual communities are set up. ] J*[K|4%

(LI .V % M LA X ke

.. itrequires much time, commitment and discipline to keep up with the flow of the course.

(Para. 6)

Meaning: ... and online learning requires that we give much time and attention to it and learn
or work in a controlled way. so that we can keep up with the progress of the course.

commitment: n. a promise to follow certain beliefs or certain course of actions

He felt he didn’t have to make such a commitment to Mary. {575 [ (L 7% 4 % XTEY A

HIXFERR KI5
I don’t want to get married because I don’t want any commitments. 3% AR £E05% | [ 7%
TR 31T

discipline: n. the practice of making people obey rules; the quality of behaving in a controlled

way

Discipline is very important for any kind of scientific research. [ §i|xf FA-ful BHIF AT

PRI TR

When the fire broke out, the students showed good discipline. k% % /L, jx 62k %

SRR AR RLAT

I worked hard to meet the minimum standards set by the course and to complete

assignments on time. (Para. 6)

Meaning: I worked hard to reach the lowest standards imposed by the course and to finish
the homework on time.

Please note “set by the course” in this sentence is a past participle phrase used as an attribute.

minimum: a. the least, or the smallest possible

He couldn’t join the police because he was below the minimum height allowed by the rule.

L ANTE "V85E . DR bt B Aok £ e (e E*

The minimum passing mark is 40 out of 100. iX 7k % R/ 5 {6 A AR 28 5L 11 5 HIfE404y .

. I made many, sometimes embarrassing, mistakes. (Para. 7)

Meaning: I made many mistakes which sometimes made me feel ashamed.

embarrass: vi. make one shy, ashamed

It embarrassed her that her husband was drunk at the dinner. #f - RAEES R A b
fRAE R .

This was an embarrassing situation for the gentleman for he couldn’t afford the dinner. X

fir e/l AR, R A fth £ S i R



17. ...

18. ...

19.

20.

.. I felt like giving up. (Para. 7)

Meaning: ... [ wanted to stop doing online learning.

feel like sth. /doing sth. : want to do sth.

Could we stop playing cards? I feel like having a rest. n[ LA ANFTHE 7002 ARGK B -23 L.
At the sight of the miserable scene, the lady felt like crying. F )X n[ RN 3% X &
TS,

give up: stop having or doing

Though faced with many difficulties, he would not give up online learning. 2K il & i
EALN R (A4S &2l e B

He had to give up his studies because of lack of money. [} {0k, b I %,

I realized I could understand just about everything I came across ... (Para. 7)
Meaning: ... I realized I could understand just about everything I saw or heard...

I had finally reaped the benefits of all that hard work. (Para. 7)

Meaning: ... I gained the good things that happened as a result of all that hard work at last.

reap: vt. get sth. as a reward; cut and gather (a crop or grain)

We say: reap a profit; reap a reward; reap wheat

benefit: n. profit; good effect

He told me that he got no personal benefit from the business. {th /5 TR APEG MIXE

MR H PR BT A AL

He felt that he got much benefit from conversations with foreigners. {thif 1% [ i@ E 5 4h

(A2 IR A WE T

Learning a foreign language has been a most trying experience for me, but one that I wouldn’t

trade for anything. (Para. 8)

Meaning: J.earning a foreign language has becn an experience full of difficulties, but I
wouldn’t exchange it for anything else.

trade (in)... for... : exchange ...

He decided to trade his car for a truck b M/ NS E R4,

In order to pay off his debts, he had to trade in his piano for money. 4 A% . fib D440

RS oAk,

Cf. trade on: make use of

He traded on his brother’s kindness to get more money from him. {tb /] JHEF 5F 2% 13 , A4

MABBBIL % S ik,

The senator’s son traded on hlS father’s name when he ran for mayor. £ i JL F11 &

IR Tt SR £4

Not only did learning another language teach me the value of hard work, but it also gave me

insights into another culture, and my mind was opened to new ways of seeing things. (Para. 8)

Meaning: Learning another language not only made me understand the benefit of hard work,
but it also made me understand another culture, and [ was willing to accept new
ways of seeing things.

insight: n. the act of seeing or understanding something very clearly

Visiting the city gave me insight into the lives of the people who live there. 23X bk 1l

(EF 1 70 s B AR TR O

The teacher had unusual insight into children’s emotions. X {7 % %t J | # {4 B 4 A5

TEHT R




21.

22.

23.

24.

Talking with people is one of my favorite activities, ... (Para. 8)
Meaning: Talking with people is one of the activities I like best, ...

... participate in conversations, and form new, unforgettable friendships. (Para. 8)

Meaning: ... take part in conversations, and form new friendships, which are difficult to
forget.

participate in: take part in

I want to have the opportunity to participate in the party. 3752 AP S IX B4,

Over half of the population in the country participates in the sport. ;X E K4 L4 F

N Z XI5k & i 5.

Now that [ speak a foreign language, instead of staring into space when English is being

spoken, I can participate and make friends. (Para. 8)

Meaning: As I can speak a foreign language, I can take part in the conversation and make
friends, and I no longer look into the distance when someone is speaking English.

now that: conj. because (something has happened) ...

Now that John has arrived, we can begin our English class. BEZRZI85K T, 34 1R[LATE

i LSRR T

I am able to reach out to others and bridge the gap between my language and culture and

theirs. (Para. 8)

Meaning: I am able to communicate with others and make smaller the differences between
my language and culture and theirs.

reach out to: communicate with; contact

With the introduction of the Internet, we can reach out to our friends by e-mail. iy T[R4
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1) reach out for: try to get

You must reach out for any opportunity that comes your way. #R& 450 H: FHE FIIAE
faf ML .

2) reach for: hold out one’s hand to get sth.

He reached for the phone and dialed the number. fhfff F& & HIE, % 7 9.
bridge: v. make up for the difference between... ; Jjoin or connect things together; build a
bridge across
The decision is an attempt to bridge the distance between the rich and poor. XN RE S IE
HE BRI T 2SR
bridge the gap: close the distance between... ; join or bring closer together
Learning a foreign language helps us bridge the gap between two different cultures. =3
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Text Structure Analysis

For Book [, both Text Structure Analysis and Structured Writing would be only on the

paragraph level. We would pick up one paragraph or paragraphs from the reading passage to
make a model analysis for the students and have another paragraph or paragraphs of similar
structure to be analyzed by the students to enable them to understand the structure used by the



