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, Qingdao

The Most Charmung Coastal Cily i China
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The Beautiful City of Qingdao
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Qingdao, such 2 beautiful name, has aroused people's reverie for over a
hundred years.

Qingdao, with such a beautiful name that you will be immediately intoxi-
cated with the blue sky and the azure sea once you step on this piece of
land.

Today's Qingdao is not only well—known for its strong economy, but also
for its beautiful scenery and agresable climate as well as its cultural heritage.
\With its seashore and Laoshan Mountain as the national first class scenic
spots, Qingdao is one of the 35 tourist attractions all over China, a famous
ity of historical culture, as well as one of China's eight cities of international
conferences.

In 2008, the 29th Olympic Sailing Regatta will be held here in Qingdao.

The beautiful city of Cingdao.

The beauty of Qingdao consists of its shape, color, look and charm. With
Laoshan Maountain in the east and Zhushan Mountain in the west and the
Jiaozhou Bay in the middle, Qingdao faces the sea on three sides. The hills
along the seashore are covered with trees, lawns and flowers and guite a
few of them have been built into parks. The buildings in the city are charac—-
terized with German styles, as the Germans came to Qingdao early last
century and they made the urban plan far the southern coastal area of the
city, where the scenery of red roofs, green trees, blue sky and azure sea”
are still imoressive. The exotic feature of the city are further strengthened by
the Catholic Church, the Christian Church, the mushroom-like red houses
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The Beautiful City of Qingdao

on Xinhaoshan Hill and the classic pavilion as well as the tall cedars and
beautiful chinars along both sides of the avenues.

The beauty of Qingdao consists of 1s sea and its mountains, As a
coastal city, it is mild and cool in sumrmer and tourists may enjoy the
sunshine, beaches and fresh air,

Situated in the sastern part of the city, Laoshan Mountain stands
imposingly aiong the Yellow Sea. As one of the birthplaces of Taoism,
there are nurmercus Taoist temples in the mountain. With the reputation
of “No. 1 Mountain on the Sea’, Laoshan Mountain is the onfy mountain
compatible to Mt. Tai, also a farmous mountain of histoncal culture in
Shandong Province. In addition, beautful rmountains such as Dazeshan
Mountain, Tianzhushan Mountain, Dazhushan Mountain in the subur—
ban areas are also tourist attractions

The beauty of Qingdao consists of its long history and its ancient
culture. Qingdao enjoys long history of cuiture, although the urbaniza-
tion of the Qingdac took place only a hundred years ago. As early as five
or 5ix thousand years ago, Dongyi People, the earliest settlers in Qingdac
created the brilliant Yueshi Culture. During the Dynasty of Spring and
Auturnn(7708.C. - 476B.C ), Qingdao was under the jurisdiction of King—
dorn Gi, which was then very prosperous in economy. Langya Part in
Jiaonan, a sateliite city of Qingdao, used to be one of the five largest
ports in ancient China. Jimo, ancther satellite city of Qingdao, was also

a famous city in history.

Seenit spots like Langya, Tianheng island and Kaolao Island in the sur—
rounding area of Qingdao are well-known for their wonderful legends.
Tiarzhushan Mouriain takes a pride in its stone inscription by Zheng Daozhao,
a famous calligrapher in ancient China. Tacism in Laoshan Mauntain was
increased by the famous Taoists since Tangl618 — 907A.D Jand Song(960
- 1279A.D.) Dynasties such as Li Zhexuan, Qiu Chuji and Zhang Sanfeng
as well as Taoist Temples such as "Nine Palaces, Eight Temples and Sev—
enty—two Nunnenes®

Qingdao used 1o be a remote, small village, which was developed into a
treaty port and an importance location for coast defense since Song and
Yuan{1271 - 1368A.D.) Dynasties. In 1891, the government of Qing Dy—
nasty(1644 — 1911A.D.} had troops stationed and set up local govermment
office in Qingdao, which pushed the local econarmic development. Travel—
ers and businessmen gatharad here”. At the same time, Qingdac's favourable
geographical location also made it covetable ta the world big powers, For 50
years aatly last century, Qingdao had been occupied and looted and colo-
nized by the Germans and the Japanese.

In rmadem times, Qingdac became a city of culture, where a large group
of intellectual giants, such as Wen Yiduo, Shen Congwen, Wang Tongzhao,
Laoshe, Yu Datu, Liang Shigiu, Xiao Haong and Xiao Jun gathered together in
the 20s and 30z of last century. They created numerous masterpieces of
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Nestling against green hills and facing the blue sea, Qindaa is located in the southern coast of Shandong Peninsula, which
15 surrounded with the Yellow Sea.

This is a coast full of sunshine. In the northern part lies the vast and rich land, which decreases the north wind. It faces the
Yelow Sea in the southeast, enjoying the sea breeze from the south in summer. The Jiaozhou Bay is a natural port. Indeed,
Qingdao is a place most suitable for human living and modern marine civilization.

As the highest mountain along China's coastline, Laoshan Mountain in the eastern part of the city is 1132.7 meters high
above sea level. “Although Mt. Taiis high enough, it is not as good as Laoshan Mountain.* Just as an ancient Chinese proverb
goes. With the extension of Laoshan ranges to the west, the landform of Qingdao is undulate. Among the coastal cities in
China, it is anly Qingdao that integrates the green mountain, the blue sea and the beautiful city 50 harmoniously.
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Red Roofs and Azure Sea



