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Preface

For over a century, many scholars have noticed similarities in the
sounds and meanings of words in Sinitic (Chinese) and
Indo-European. A few linguists have even attempted to draw up
relatively lengthy lists consisting of a hundred or two hundred
apparent cognates in the two language families and account for them
in terms of phonological principles. Prominent among these was
Professor Tsung-tung Chang of Germany who wrote a well-known
article on this subject entitled “Indo-European Vocabulary in Old
Chinese: A New Thesis on the Emergence of Chinese Language and
Civilization in the Late Neolithic Age,” Sino-Platonic Papers, 7
(January, 1988), i, 1-56.

What is most intriguing about Professor Zhou Jixu's book, for
which I have written this preface, is that it corroborates Professor
Chang's work so well. Even more striking is the fact that Professor
Zhou arrived at his conclusions completely independently of
Professor Chang, whose article he had not seen during the course of
his own researches. Although Professor Chang continued to work on
the problem of the relationship between Sinitic and Indo-European
after he published his famous article in Sino-Platonic Papers and
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intended to present a dictionary of 1,500 shared etymons, his
unfortunate demise a couple of years ago brought an end to his
research.

At the same time Professor Chang was carrying out his
research in Germany, however, Professor Zhou (then a doctoral
candidate at Sichuan University), was engaged in writing this
dissertation in Chengdu. It is evident that Professor Zhou has gone
beyond what Professor Chang had accomplished, both in terms of
sheer numbers of similarities between Indo-European and Sinitic and
with regard to his efforts to account for these similarities in a
systematic fashion. Professor Zhou has admirably attempted to
establish consistent, historically-grounded phonological relationships
between the two language families, which makes his comparisons
more believable than if he had merely drawn up a list of look-alikes
in Modern Standard Mandarin and contemporary Indo-European
daughter languages.

Professor Zhou's work is compatible with recent discoveries
that have been made in archaeology, genetics, ancient textile research,
metallurgy, and other fields. Clearly, the Bronze Age ancestors of
China were not cut off from the rest of the world, but were
exchanging elements of culture with peoples in many directions. As
we can observe so abundantly in historic times, when people share
culture, they inevitably also share language, and there is no reason to
believe that they behaved any differently in prehistoric times.

Professor Zhou's discoveries in historical linguistics serve to
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underscore the fact that China has been an integral part of the human
ecumene since the very beginning of its civilization.

It is my pleasure to write this brief preface for Professor Zhou
Jixu's book on Sinitic and Indo-European linguistic comparisons. I
hope that his findings will have the impact they deserve, not only in
China, but also in the West.

Professor Victor H. Mair
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
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—HEFR, AR R EEHEBKE S Mg
BRPNERR, PEESERRE-HRAEI Has——FH
HBRMAR, URAMEES PEMRERNS, FRERES
RFEmMUAS . EREEREAEREREIELM 1.
WRT —RERNXE “HREEFHEIREAR. BRESEH
HBAHT G SRR SO BT AR, ( Sino-Platonic Papers,
7(January, 1988), I, 1-56. )

ARGEENEL S REERETEER ) B4 N BEH
HHTT R, ERERITHRRT REBHTR, E4ALRNA,
ERMFRART, BARIRNEEE, AREADRSRK
PIRMER T, LMW rBh A WEHRE . BERMEES

O FRBRTED)IRARRZE, BEELAEATER, HHHN, —8%
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RTEHBRREE L CEE, BEEMENBREEZ M i R I AR
THE, FTERH—MEEE 1,500 FARNAERRFEAFR, T2
e AREARERI A, 2Pk T ABTsE .

HRM BN ERET RO ROER, FARGHE (SRR
ARSI LA ) EERMBIBREREAA. RER, &
RACENBGE B Z MM ARMBE E, BERMU—FERSHE
ARBRESEACIFARNSE S L, FASRC LR T REUSY
KRR LM, RBBHEEIRETRRAZN—F. BeE
B ERECRME, SARYK, HREETINBEAREEME R
BGETRE S SRR, B8R0 B8 i
HRERSAGER.

REBRHIREREERE LS HEE SRR,
HREEMUR AR BRE—3, BR, TET R
MR Mt R IR A PR, MEHERRNY
T B & RIOEATE LA R 30 A7 LA 754 iz 3]
ALK, EAMIEHBELA I EES, RLRMR
BREHBAE, LR, ABRERNGTEEEIANS, B
HREBRLFEZR I MNBRLLRAZE HHER. A8
HEZY, PE-ERANEHRKRFEN—8,

RIBRE AR RSB BRI EGEES LB iEA S
RTEEBENTF. RABOHBRBGIERANEE, FH
BRAETHE, MEEEN,

Hedhe
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BEARE ACHIREER., ARGRSHERANER,
RERFATZ, BHBEEEREBR, ERPINESTHE. 28
Al s M RN SRR, A bBigaTE OB, MRS
. BLESRSRBNNEHR, SHMNRERAESN. &
AW, EHE, QL. BRE . BABEENRE, R
RAGERRRPIHERE. HTE. FHRETSE. £HSY
ENRGR AR MR, BICTIREE T B —ENBGE A& LBl
WCRE. HEWE. BELESSOMRERZIE, FERNY
BT, REBRFEH R (R AR S EE AR,
ERARGERFORFEARNLBTR FEHSENRE,
AABIB—RHR, BTS2 HRRE RS A B .
AUBTH AR, XEWE LHEEOR. BT MO L GE
AREE . FARBROTIE L RBBRE, TURMERE F
BERIBS

REHASCROHRBMA, MOBER, 8, Mok
B (8 A% SRBER, % NEE, BIAGRiteE), £
AL EE R &S, AR, AREFNES Irddns
A3, RESFRMENMRILE ST RATRR I DR . DI
WREHR, FEA R AR # Fa— A M, R
E RE—EEKEA R WS, BEREAN, BB, F
It A A B RBI, MENETHELNR, BEADKER
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e, BRRENELE, ERNBAZMELE, REHE
A LR, BUFRRABEAHRNGES ., B CRGEA R
VR RR AR BB ENBKAR 2R FOIRTE SE TR LD B . S 208K,
EFHSRAEHRBRA, TS B, BRAEAARLESS
Bk, BHRGEFENBKARE RIZ ) A S LU BRI R AR SR S L,
UENEELMHIREFERENE, AARBERLER,
BEEBCHRG. RUEMAHZNHR, WEEOMBERTE
—HHER. ERLRIWRRMNBEUNBES, miMBEE,
BIERERBIT A TR, PR ES MR, FaERE R
HEREMEERE, FRRMOEEIREL, shrEsis,
FEEBRA R TR ERTHRETR. RAERSHNLR
BN REERARM R P Z S BB TR, S

EBGERTARERFANEN G, NECARERENSE, BB
s LYERURTER, ERH T RIS WAEE R A R T st
ERfaYRy, DR LEBRS 2O ERE, ANS—UBHRE
AR, HARE, bEEHE. hHEE b ERLEH
BITERER . SRR R RN NG, B EiE
BE, ERACMNERRTLNRMES, BEMnEE. 85
BB MRS IR A RERY), B % LR 28
Bo. HEHEBARNEE. AR0RE, FLUEEgEY
Z, BREFBBMALIMN LAy REAR, E5HHR
AT KIS, BEMONRKNHERER 8 ERETIT
2. AREARICFFIE 713 A BERIEN T, 319 AN
BRI, 47 (B HERENERAR, 62 AANERFENRE
#, UR—ERFARWEE, B8 AEERNS REEGE 2
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FEEHZAHERGRNAR, FEEARENEEHE, £
FEEMUOEEHEER. MISHNEARE. EENNREEWE
BERRANIBETBWAAFBERNES, ELIREAREIH
% EREEMEREIERTH, FIBTEE LM,

ABARRRSCRBEER . g R M RAME, BRE
R RRSCHR H RO BERE R BKEE A M LU UL LB R 1035 B RS
BRE, RUIGREOAERT I HEBSCHHEEMNERGE
TRARBWHI, SHRTIRLEENBEERR, BHER
EHREER REAOEER RN ERAEAFESOER,
RASMBUEY; FRERMBRETHEORE. ARNEN
FPARERNEEFRUETHE. BRNER., FHRERE
LMY, MR THEERZ0AESRE,

BRE, MIETBERTR, MM MBR, SREERE
T AR RS — R — 8 BT A9 BRI
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HEE WRGE S B4, EIRREBN LR RRR, B
AR BB EA B, MR REFEROBFENTEHE, R
RS BRARE, BB (EaEBRERA b)) g
REHNBAERNER. ABNHK, AERRNRERT —ES
H.

ANEERAPRELHARRAEREF—REN, B, B
FHREASETBARRERWFERET ., BE, WA
BARES. SENIERME-FSEEERNER, @Y
TREA. HEERMES, HTHEEET R BTN
XELR, EMRAKAHNLEHMEIRENTE AR, BERM
HMBEERRR, OEGERMIANES BRESD), EREtgL
RERFROEELIBBEN LB BUSHE ARE; ERAE
RZHEFEERGR, AHERE, UTAMA—RABS L, THE
 BRERERGEZM . HREEGHEA WIS MRR, R’
B CJEITE" MRKEBGEZM, UATASHMEE RHESTM
FAREMR. FSEMRNFTERFAMERIAAFESER
RIS, ESITBRERALENMIERM. Fo80es
BRESEETRE, EFRERREAEEEMNB2ES KT
B, B/Mn&KBEWIA (E.GPulleyblank ) 1966 7E ( :E
EPBKEE ) (8 JRAS 9-39) FEHE THEBRHNFES HAERSH
%, BEETHEEEMFARILE. BELERTECERMREL
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(Chang Tsung-tung) F J.Pokomny ( FPE H B E BB HF M)
(Indogermanisches Etymologisches Wortorbuch, 1959 ) ri&/Rb4
HEGEARE AR ER EHEFE, BT ( LHEEPHEIRK
AR) (XEBRBRE S BRI KE (FhE— *EH"‘@%)‘C%W]»
1988), ( BRI B A ENKFARMENE Y EES2REE
AR, (REEPIEE) 1991 #F]) S, @&‘E#?’J%ﬁ (7%
—EIBKFATRRM ), WEEUR, REHY, BREMEE TS
TR R A TR A 38 R A ENBR IR A 2 R B — 1 L A6 (e ok
Hy, DAURESBIENBRINATAE BIEEN, SRS ZEE R
PIRERERTT T, RN E” FRERN 8 BEBEE -og,
ZERE W AT B #E-og, RBEMBEK -og, B
SMEERE) “HERE” fE-oug, IREBENBKI-euk. -eug (?J'Efﬁjdﬁﬁ
RABELATE o HELRTEBUMANNEE, Bih T
ERFEMBRERE:, BELHATS a, T a SLE o E?ﬁ
AT 5, RATEHiRey “3” M A¥Ba0 B #55 B F — B i **sreu,
REB "W # deu, “Bi” % slio, LIMEIEGAR sren- . HEF
BOHE R (F) B, MW FEARES, BARRY
o ERREMNEHBRALEE 2LEEY, AHTELRAR
ERE, FEBISHA, BEBEFHEMER, WS EE
BRUPTBRE S AT “BEREE LLBE S5 Bistr,
AEPRE VAT BRI AR S MRS, TR LB
HERER, SHMMM RS e B b
Sk A BRI e EE T BT penna ., %55 pen,
%5 plume BRECRBIF AR, EEEBGEMEEARE “HE",
HREBATUNIRPEE R EROES, MEAHEE SEE
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SR, ERE E *prud BIRA/NER], THEME, FEEER
WMEHEA pl- REWSEE, FBMRE, HERAHERR, &
HH EEBATIR TR B3 BE SR YRR SE (R A0

BERRFEFRATRMEEFNO L HNEFEERE, Z2V0EE
B HEIRRRE SR SRS BRPE . MR ERENBRGESE T 716 1A B HER (%
AR LB, 319 A FIRE L B 47 B A% | 62 M RIRILIPEE (AR
HEMREF) ML, B EHEEPTRHIILAET HER
B, XHEEMAAKRETE., A%, 2fFR. UEARSE
A, SFIHHBEREFR, EEEEE EREYN, AN
TEWEPER . B, HREFRNER, FriaHEM tLEA
W, FALEl, LHALOBKEREHEHRENHA, FE%
HEEP, [HESFRBRHENAS, REETE-EHRL
B, KA EREASEN, Flinh EEANKER. 4.
cow, “R8”: bear, “V&”: lake, “Bj”: bank, “3" . leaf, “%" liber,
“ME”: gander, “J” (5% ): poem, “J&”: phoenix, “§8”: rone
(), “®”: back, “¥)”: mouth (HEME: mund), “H” (%),
grass, “8”: nip, “X”: gar, “%W”: pan-, “®. J&”: near, “ER".
look, “&”: loot,: “E&” lick, “#{” “BK”: small, “#" . suck,
“37: pace (IR M pas), “M": pack, “H”. bumn, FLIEH
By, BERKROERTREHEMK £ R, FomEan
o

BARS “sit. . JB&” ¥} clamp. cram. clam —#H, & “f&.
. K" % skein. chine. shiu —4H &N B LS.

FRERR AT BB e St IR RN, N4 SETRKEE
W WRRTE & AR L R E RS R, ah—
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ROAI RN, B RAPCE TR 1994 (EFEERF K2R L2
FBHER) — TR BN

ASE B FT 0 SR AT LA RS A 5 Al s 4R S b B AL A RE R 3
MR, BB EBRGE SRR AR B . BRI 8
1 FENRREE A IR SR A REARRR, B L W DITE PR T By
ARFE . B ER—ANTERLAT LA TEER B2+
ATARZER K

BR-MEEBERNHFR. BSMEHHRR, BRAFHE
BAREH R, BERRERATEREBEEEHT. S50
RO IERBATE B SRR R ERS R, MaEs
B R R REZRA M,
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EFEHEMN, REEFAMN—EELHR. EEMEBEGE,
ERUEEFREEESHRE, ERiiREaRHIRG,
EESERRRRE S 20 BREYN.

‘BREHEKE LR ERNEEFSRRERNEFRE
ARz, DREREMOKENHRAEERBERET . #
BAERMELE, —EBRERER, —ERREORER: #i
Ham LR, —EER, —@7Em; SN2 EE, 19 R
HIES T B SR g, SARKEER BIE
WA, WERER IR MRE, REMRAEESIR
RIS, B2, EMUTRBBFFHEMES. B, BRAE
PRISGIRE 75 B BT B S S TR TR A R B AR Bl o ST 3%
TIGRERRR: . WMBELESORM TR, EERRMEBRERREN
ESRCTUERAR, WA RMANEESL P AT LR
il

PRI 20 QKR L, BEEREMRMNRA, EEREZ
P TR, — TR ARPRAER, £IE S BRI
BHEBRAEBINMRE, —hZRRRT (FRE AT ) B
BEREREHRAARSN, S AN ERA BREE. BAD
RS RABMA 1R, RIEMERNER, &EDEREE
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HEAT RILMEHEN RS, 57—, BLES2MRER,
HWREER IrER M—LAE, FImEEW. AR, BEE
Bk, ARFASSE, ELHREHSRESAREE. BREIERMN
HRIEY, “BITE” A CHNLE MR EEN . BREEY
A, 20 & 60 FEALIK, WHIMBEEEE HESPRHEE
REMNES, PHEENETEXEREEES, BEREEY
FWRES RILFTBUSINER, HBRMA TR L EEaE
fRE S EAT .

R ZHNEL LR, RRIBESZMMLE; MEs2H
RIBRINAT, RMFERARLBRZ AT, REE8 LR RtERE
nunZFﬁB‘Jﬁ%iﬁﬁo Wi, Hl FR” BEE LBEFEN

SESZFAN. BBL, SFR FOE - LREAENES, &
@Fﬁﬁf\ﬁ?lﬁﬁﬂ‘]@%ﬁ?ﬂ‘] HBEREN R, ESERESE
FREBFEHREREER (Nosratic ), BESAEZR ( Eurasiatic ), &
—HINEFEFR ( Sino-Caucasian ). B35 % ( Austric ) ZESHEA: |
BRI R ARE S B BB R UL MF 84y . Baka
AREBBRNARBANTHEE, MRAERY . FAMSNE
Wik BEECETEZMEA (Jakob Grimm ) 34l “fiR
BR, BEIREASHROBH, BEUHBROKEEHE—
HaRZ BB, BN THES RS, PSRN BRI
S, BEMEE R, R HER ATMEREBENESE,

B, EHABRHRMNEET, BBEE eSS ENE
RUFNEAT %, ERBEE LSRN MRAE, RIS R
FRIEATT Lo, RAESES BB AR . S MEIEGE
ESRRSNE A RENMER. G3E “SUME SERENER
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HEBETARKEMIMA LN ETR . RS TREML
XFEAMEE.
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