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PHILADELPHIA LAWYER

“Words and their stories” — a program in special English.

Every word has its own story. Where did it come from ? How
did it get into the language ? Our words today are:  “‘Phila-
delphia lawyer”. »

Men have been praised by being told that they were
as smart as a Philadelphia lawyer.! No one knows why
there is some thing special about Philadelphia lawyers.
But the expression “‘smart as a rphlladelphxa lawyer” seems
to have come from a famous trial early in the eighteenth
century

An Englishman, William S. Cosby, arrived in New
York as the royal governor of the province. He was
a tyrant. He wanted to make money quickly, and he
ruled the province with no thought for the law or the.rights
of the people.

* Among those who opposed his rule was John Peter
Zenger, who came to America from Germany.? Mr.
Zenger started a newspaper which pralsed liberty, and
sharply criticised the governor. He also pubhshed poems
which made . fun of the governor.

. Governor 'Cosby arrested Mr. Zenger, charged him
with slander, and kept him in prison for nine months.

;. Mr. Zenger. could not find a New York lawyer to de-
fend him because of. the governor’s power.. But a leading
lawyer from Philadelphia agreed to defend ‘Mr.  Zenger.
He was Andrew Hamiilton, :whitehaired and aluiost!¢ighty
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years old.? .
The trial opened, the jury was chosen, and the charges  «
were read. At that time, the law en slander said that
the jury could decide only if the person accused published °
the newspaper named in the charges.* The question of »
*whether the words published were true or not was to be
decided by the judge.®
' Mr. Zenger told the court he was innocent. Then,
the lawyer from Philadelphia rose and admitted that Mr.
Zenger did publish the newspaper, as charged.® But 2
Mr. Hamilton continued, the publishing of a newspaper
does not make a person guilty of slander.” He said that ,
the words, themselves, must be proved false and slanderous; - )
otherwise, Mr. Zenger was innocent. ) :
The judge warned Mr. Hamilton that he, the judge,
would -decide if the words were slanderous or not. Mr, -
Hamilton quickly turned to the jury, and asked them to N
decide. He said it was their right to decide whether th.c
alleged slander was, in fact, the truth.
A In his final statement to the jury, Mr. Hamilton said »
the question was much bigger than the charges against “x
Mr. Zenger. He said the question was liberty and the
nght of a people to oppose dishonesty and tyranny by
speakmg and writing the truth. »
After a brief discussion, the jury declared that Mr. -,
Zenger was not guilty, and cheers broke out in the court-
room. , [
- The decision established the principle of freedom
of the press in the American colonies. Haxmlton .
was praised as a hero.
+ Through the: years, the fame of the Zenger trmlami
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the praise‘for Mr. Hamilton has spread throughout the

country.

And so it was believed that the expression, ““as smart

as a Philadelphia lawyer,” honors the man from Philadel-

phia who successfully defended the freedom of the press

to print the truth.®

New Words and Phrases

I
Hi B
trial /'traidgl/ n. BH|
royal ['ridl/ a.

(HEDERW

governor /'gavona/ n.
(REMRER B

province /'provins/ n.
(HK) EEEIL E R E R

tyrant /'taioront/ n.

BE, THEHRH

sharply /'[a:pli/ ad.

lawyer /'lija/ n.

smart /sma:t/ a.

REiH
make fun of mEE
charge sb. with ...

RledB#EFEA
slander /'sla:nds/ n.
HE, BmEPG
slanderous ‘'sla:ndores/ a.

TEE®
jury /'dsueri/ n. .
GEEDOREHHE

judge /d3ad3z/ n. =t
innocent /'inosnt/ a.

FEsidy)
the alleged slander /3'ledsd/

HamEn ke

Yberty /'libati/ n. B
dishonesty /dis'honisti/ .
RIEH, Rk
tyranny /'tironi/ n.
28, FHl
=
FAERY

declare /di'klea/ @.
guilty /'gilti/ a.
cheers /tfioz/ n.
(EOIRIE, BR
courtroom /'ko:trum/ n.
_ A
establish /is'tzblif/ vt. 3/

principle /'prinsopl/ n. [EH

the press /pres/ n.
CRER) LTI

freedom of the press

HR. FiEEH




colony /'koloni/ n.  FHEH honous /ona/ wut.
fame /feim/ n. % e[ EHE

Proper Names .

Philadelphia / filo'delfjo/ #%R#8/RIEI (BRI (BR)

Englishman /'inglifman/ (—f)3EA

William S. Cosby /'wiljom'es 'kosbi/ B « S« il ‘SH4AH
XHE R EE ST

New York /'nju: ‘jock/ #%5

John Peter Zenger /'dzon 'piito 'zengs/ %y« 112 - Yik
(1674—1746) EERFE TS, EREMETA, £THE

Germany /'dzo:moni/ EE i

Andrew Hamilton /‘zndru: ‘hemilton/ RES « RERET
(16767—1741) EEHERNRE AT, YHAREERBRPA

Explanatory Notes

1. Men have often been praised by being told that they were as smart
as a Philadelphia lawyer.
JLEARRANE BRI SRR RITIERERGET,

1) that they were ... LU\ BHEH that 33| S#9 )\ 404k told
MIZEE, that 70X EL TR, ‘
2) as smart as a Philadelphia lawyer BANEGIERRERIER.
“as ... a” BN R —H", oA ‘a” REA, B
smart, /g “in the same way” ¥® “in the same degree” ([
i, REELHE £24 “as” BMEEA, 58— HE
WiENG, BHEE—1 “as”,
2. Among those who opposed his rule was John Peter Zenger, who
" came to America from Germany.

4
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HEFEERENANTHERMOAYS D, §—fg ey -5

2 - EHETEE A, :

1) XB—/MEEA, FiE John Peter Zenger; was R 2hiH;
among those ... ZA4E1E, EEIE,

2) who opposed his rule
=ML RNE who HEIERIEIENE, & those,

3) who came to ... 2— L who Jy 5[ R IEM G EE N4,
145 Mr. Zenger,

3. He was Andrew Hamilton, whitehaired and almost eighty years

old.
XIS 2 e - AR, — R E £8E, EE/TrE X,

whitehaired and almost eighty years old R—\MNE&H4EH
{ER friE, W R REE Hamilton {EF—-SWE R, DR HEE
EHRET2ZHERN—T A, IMEGEHRFEHE T HEANEHA
5 and B or EBEERMRE, WLREVYE. DXKREAGD
B,

. ... thelaw on slander said that the jury could decide only if the per~

son accused published ... named in the charges.

BRUFENESAE. RERSEALTTHIAEZEESR

o4, IEHEERRNSTESR,

1) on slander R4 iATIE{E 2B, & Hfithe law, onptAbfE“ X T,

2) only if R—/ANNEER, ERE"#, I8 T-ITEREHH
WIENG, B5 “if only” EXEHAHE,

© 3) accused FFEAAERIE, B4 the person, HIEE— it

o REEIER, TUBERBHNE H KR 2R 25,
B E,AEEER - EERG G EH, XL RAIBT
%, 1. concerned (FFxf])s involved (iR ZF|HJ) FI accused
4) named in the charges Btk 1EIEEE, B the news-
paper, 1334 HEEIEEIEN, AHIRTREOEX,

5. The question of whether the words published were true or not was

5
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to be decided by the judge.

EFRA LRFNECRARMBR, WHEEREHRR,

1) whether the words ... J21I \JE & 37 whether ... or not 3B S
BHR—AZ NG, {ESrid of MEIE,

2) to be decided by the judge
RSB AN R E A EEE AP ERE,

6. Then, the lawyer {rom Philadelphia rose and admitted that Mr..
Zenger did publish the newspaper, as charged. -
B, WRESRRANIETEX, ARG EER T wiBEm
BRRTT TXRRK,

+ 1) did publish ... did fEhzhia do Wit 2R, & BH FH ‘B, -
BT &, FALIMSRIES, do XM ARRARSELS,.
EHEEBR AR, :

2) as charged: ELUNEER as B3I S~ M RAMKIE, TIA
AR EFNEIEDHA—FoE B #, PRGN, as he was
charged ,

7. But, Hamilton continued, the publishing of a newspaper does not‘

make a person guilty of slander.
ERFEFBEERGEN, FT-BREF L2 E—DPALHE -
B, ‘
1) the publishing
R— AW RIE)E 1/ (the verbal noun) fgdifEx£1E,
. 2) guilty of slander £J52r 374G AL T fF “make” #5235 #h 2
o

. 8. And so it was believed that the expression, “as smart as a Philadel- ®

phia lawyer”’, honors the man who successfully defended the freedom

B 4

of the press to print the truth.

FFLEAN T ESXUSSRDBEITRAGRERFEZIAE
BB BRI, - AR TSR 2 IR e T MRAT
Ko '

D) ER-PENEED, LNRER that H5]RHR—IEEN -
6 . ' 8
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2) “‘as smart as a Philadelphia lawyer”
B—AE G5, fEEiE the expression By f13E,

3) who successfully defended ...

R—ALI% AR who N3 SREEN, i the man,

* 4} to print the truth

BARENGIE, EXIE, €& Hithe freedom,

Word Derivation

slander slanderous honesty — dishonesty

guilt —— guilty quick quickly

innocence innocent successful successfully

power powerful sharp sharply

tyranny —— tyranical brief —— briefly

free —— freedom law —— lawyer

honest honesty govern governor

true truth defend defender

false —— falsehood publish —— publisher
‘Comprehension

1. Where and when did the expression “‘smart as a Philadelphia law-

yer” come from ?

2. Why was William S. Cosby, the English royal goverhor of the pro-~
vince New York, opposed by the people ?

3. Who was Mr. Zenger?

Why was he arrested by the royal governor Cosby ?
4. At that time no New York lawyer dared to defend Mr. Zenger.

Why ?

Who agreed to defend him at last 2



5. Describe briefly how Mr. Zengef was defended by the lawyer inv

the trial ?

6. What was the decision the jury made at last ?
And what role did the decision play in American history ?

7. It’s believed that the expression “as smart as a Philadelphia Lawyer®”
is used to honour a man. Who was the man ? Why was he honou-
red ?

[BFEX]

R BA &5 R U

CRIN R FT—RAEETE A NEHHD Céﬁﬁ&i
CRAMF? EHEANHETZFH? AR KNBHH—
)35 . “philgdelphia Lawyer (FeA&495)7,

LR NFR R B R BEURIR S 5 20 b O AR RE % B Al
Fo HERRBMHMESXAR, BHER X, B “R%
PR T AR R B RE T X — EﬁﬁﬁU¥wa$+Aﬂﬁ$
B— KB H IR H,

AW RHE - S HHMPBEA, BHIBR M

RS BFRITAL., AT HBE, —RERBE
&, EEEHNE, BHER, RERNK :
- ERFERRIBNEHERAYLS, F—NaMYg
B8 PROBEA, MRIAEEZE, FHT KR
%, SHah, HNBEBRGTTREANS, REHRKLER
BT RS SBHEX.

ZHNBETSRBTYBEL, BELEEHEER,.
HRMIE T RRZ FEAAHZ Ko

G AARPIRITRBEES, EREEAR
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EF . BBINE — (L FEN N %o R, X2
ISR ZER « DUERYE, —MALXEE, FiL/\+Hi
B Ao

EEEAEF A, BERAREET, TREREFRAFER.
MEF, FRUEFRABESIE. REHE ARG THANR
BHEEHRK, RHEAEERNATER. ETFTHRELEER
WEWREERAMR, WhHETHEBRE.

MIKCEFEFREAC LR, B35, ABRBRREOXMR
TR, AR A A% S A2 0 Sk 38 #8 BT I R TIAT T X R
WAL, EIERBEIEgSH, PG MRS
ANBEEHER, MEEABETHR LTSRN ST REEES
iy, BRERPOH BN, BHEARTEN. »

BEEBENERKEAEE, ETFTREEEENTERE
REBERGIEPGH, WHb—EEEHEE. JUEREE
AW SRR ¥ B TE X B R, AR A A,
B B R AR R W e XA BT B W R LRRRE
HEHEE. <

B, DUB/RISEAEX W AN EHEM TR REN
FMEELIRE G EERBE, HEXR-IFXAE, F
K— M RET KA B WS, R S O3k R A
VE 0B B2 AR A K 0] A8

RHEHAES —REBEWRZE, SHYMEELE. &
P E AR T PR WRE SRR RS o

X—RREET EWARMBEAHR. S0 EHEN,
DU SR U e 2 4 A 4 g — D

KEER, GHBEZEF-HHERT, #HETXHER
WA R,




EX, BENTREIMNELRBEDTHRAEHRE
FAELO A d PRI, A" ZRERT “KBWE I
TR VIR T I FA TR
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TIN PAN ALLEY

“Words and their stories” — a program in special English.
Every word has tts own story. Where did it come from ? How
did it get into the language ? Our words today are: “Tin
Pan Alley”.

For many years, the phrase “Tin Pan Alley” has
stood for American popular music, and the composers
and publishers who made it great.

It started in the late 1800’, on busy, crowded 28th
Street in New York City.

At that time, the offices of music publishers lined the
street. Music from pianos inside the offices filled the
air. )

The music was played by piano demonstrators, song
pluggers, people who tried out new songs. They played
and sang the songs for orchestra leaders, vaudeville singers,
and stars of operettas and musical comedies — anyone
who could bring the songs to the public.

"~ One day 70 years ago, a newsman from a New York
paper visited the publishing house of Harry Von Tilzer.
The newsman, Monroe Rosenfeld, was planning a series
of stories on American popular music.

During the visit, he heard someone playing Mr. Von
Tilzer’s piano.! The piano was old, and played with
a rasping sound. To Mr. Rosenfeld, the piano sounded
like tin pans clashing together.? “Tin Pan music”, he

commented, rolling the phrase on the tip of his topgue.
, t B



“Why,” he said at last, “the whole strect is a tin pan alley.”
Mr. Rosenfeld used this phrase when he printed his
stories about the publishing business. And from that
time on, New York’s 28th Street was known as “Tin Pan
Alley”.
But Tin Pan Alley became much more than just a

street of music publishers. It produced a period of -
American popular music that lasted from about 1880

to around 193032

Song writers developed a new way of writing songs,
publishing them, sclling them, and keeping them alive
in the public mind.

In edrlier years, American publishing houses chleﬂy
handled serious music.

But, toward the end of the century some young

men decided to change this—to take a chance and go
into the music publishing business. Some are salesmen,
or printers of sheet music. Others were songwriters,
who felt that the easiest way for a composer to publish
his song was to do it himself.*

So they went to New York City — where thcy could
find the performers to sing and sell their songs.®

Here, on Tin Pan Alley, American popular music

‘developed. Here were published ballads and love songs,

sad songs and silly songs, songs for operettas and for mu-
sical comedies, and also ragtime, jazz and blues.®

From Tin Pan Alley came such great composers as’
George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Cole POrter
and Richard Rodgers.

On Tin Pan Alley, the composers learned their trade,
learned what the public wanted and what would make

12
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