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Preface

Forest is the natural resource essential for human being, which has rich biodiversity. In the global forest
there are over 8000 species of woody plants, of them more than 2000 species are arbor. But only several
hundred arbor species have been studied for their wood properties. The wood property research on the global
important tree species can give not only scientific data for their multi-purpose benefits, processing as well as
high-efficiency utilization, but also be very important for their sustainable development and utilization, as
well as resource conservation. So far in numeral countries the important native tree species have been studied
on their phenotypic features, anatomy as well as mechanic properties. In recent decades Chinese wood
scientists have systerhatically studied the main tree species in China. Since 1980’s due to the fast
development of Chinese economy, timber from Southeast Asia, Africa, Latin America etc. has been imported
into China on a large scale, which has raised wide interest and concern of Chinese wood scientists on the
wood property research of the important tree species of the world.

Since the beginning of 1980’s the authors have been studying the wood properties of the imported wood.
We subsequently have cooperated with the East China Wood Station in Shanghai, and have investigated and
studied the imported wood samples from the harbors and wood storing stations in Shanghai, Zhejiang,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan, Shandong, Anhui and so on; Thereafter we have studied wood properties of
the main global tree species such as the wood from Southeast Asia, Central and South America, Southern
Pacific, North America, Africa, and Europe. The authors have visited Leiden University in Netherlands,
Swiss University in Switzerland, Hamburg University in Germany, Oxford University and Imperial College
of Science, Technology and Medicine in UK, Toronto University in Canada, Gifu University in Japan, Bogor
Agricultural University in Indonesia, American Forest Product Institute, Forintek Corp. Canada, Australian
Forest Product Academy etc., and forest lands. From these visits we have collected lots of wood samples,
then made experimental samples and slices, measured and analyzed the anatomic and mechanic properties of
the important species, and finally classified them by the wood properties for determination of the usage. The
book “Wood Properties of the Global Important Tree Species” has described 458 tree species, including 84
coniferous tree species within 32 genera and 8 families; 374 broad-leaved tree species within 257 genera and
66 families, with an attachment of 1338 microscope photos. For easily searching, the global wood database
was constructed in an arrange of Latin name, source, use, macro-structure characteristics, micro-structure
characteristics as well as wood properties.

Prof. Wei Guangyang, Associate Prof. Wang Zhuangui and Associate Prof. Shao Zhuopin at Anhui
Agricultural University, Dr. Fei Benhua, Dr. Ren Haigin and Dr. Wang Zhaohui at Chinese Academy of
Forestry have partly taken part in the work for this book.

The publication of this book would like to show the readers the current research progress and results on
the distribution, ecological characteristics, wood anatomic characteristics, wood-processing characteristics
and use of the global important tree species. The authors hope it will contribute to preserve and culture forest,
manage and utilize forest sustainablely by improving the acknowledge of wood properties. At the time of the
publication of “Wood Properties of the Global Important Tree Species”, we would like to present our great
appreciations to the Department of Wood Properties of Research Institute of Wood Industry in CAF, and

TR BRI s



v Preface

Senior Engineer Gao Yongfa, Senior Engineer Guo Meikang in East China Wood Station who have given
great help in the course of research and compilation of the book. For the time’s sake, errors are hard to avoid.

Suggestions and comments are welcome.

The Authors
March, 2001
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