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B. they couldn’t wait to climb onto the hoat

(.. their life-raft was beginning tc break up

D. they knew their two manths at sea would be over

Exercise 2

New York, 10 Nevember 5:27 p.m.yesterday.Biggest
power failure in the city’s history.

Thousands of people got stuck in lifts, Martin Saltzman
spent three hours between the 21st and 22nd floors of the
Empire State Building . “There were twelve of ns. But no
one panicked . We passed the time telling stories and
playing word games. One man wanted to smoke but we
didn’t fet him. Firemen finally got us out.”

“It was the best night we've ever had,” said Angela
Carraro, who runs an Italian restaurant on 42nd Street.

carrying candles on their trays. The place was full and all
night, in fact, for after we bad elosed, we let the people
stay on and spend the night here.” |

The zoos had their problems like everyone else.
Keepers worked through the night. They used blankets to
keep flying squirrels and small monkeys warm.While zoos
had problems keeping warm, supermarkets had problems
keeping cock. “ All of our ice cream and frozen foods

Manhatian, “They were worth $50 000.” -
% The big electric clock in the Iobby® of the Waldozf-
Astoria Hotel in downtown Manhattan startad ticking ®

Bgain at 3:25 this moming.It was almost on time.’

“We had lots of candles on the tables and the waiters were |

meltedy " said “the manger of a store in- dowhtown:
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| 3. How long did the power failure last
| A. Nearly 12 hours. 8. More than 12 hours,
| (.. Nearly 24 hours. B. More than 24 hours.

|
! Exercise 3 |

In mosi towns today, you ean see teenapers standing & e 3 50 - f
over electronic machines with flashing lighis, shooting at
spaceships from other planets and dropping bhomhs on
strange monsters ' . The machines have names like Space | (D w42, 128 |

e

Warrior, Dark lnvader and so on. It used to he helieved | Z& '

“thut damage was done only 1o those strange visitors from

| , i
souter space, hut now it seems that they are striking back. |

Many teenagers like elecironic games so much that

they can’t stop playing. They spend hours tightly holding J
[lhe joystick controls and constantly pressing buuons

marked “ fire”. They develop pains on their fingers

herause of the constant pressure. They play and play that J
the pains have no chance to cure properly. The rapid wrist [

movemert required to guide the spaceship across the screen

causes another problem: The muscles of the wrist and arm

hecome so inflamed ¢ and swollen” that they press against

o e, 4
the bones. This condition 1s what doctors now call  “Space , ###, Fli .-

Warriors Weist™ . WA
Other strange aches and pains also are likely 10 affec B adj B R WA

the elbows and shoulders, |

Another even more alarming problem is shown hy the
case of 4 17-year-old girl which was recently reported in the ‘

British Medical Journal. She hard been playing various’

IEnds of electronic games for more than two hours a day. ‘







A

3. The case of a 17-year-old girl given by the writer shows that the writer

A. supports playing electronic games

B. feels very sorry for the girl

C. disugrees with young people’s playing electronic games

D. feels worried ahout young people’s poor health

4. From the passage we can conclude that playing electronic games is

A. enjoyahle and helpful to the study
B. exciting but harmful to the health and study
(. interesting and harmless to the eyes

D. amusing and satisfying

Exercise 4

The yearly Academy Awards Ceremony was once a
private affair. Now, because of television, it is very much
a public affair. Hundreds of people gather in Hollywood to
see the Oscars presented 1o the outstanding® actors, and
others involved @ in the motion picture industry. Millions
more wateh on television.

It all hegan on May 16, 1929, when 270 men and ,
women sat down to dinner at the Hollywood Roosrvelt
i Hotel. There was no secret ahout the winners. The names of
the winners had been known for months. Janet Gavnor, for
example, had won as Best Actress. Douglas Fairbanks
presented her with the famous gold statue®, The little statue |
was not then called Oscar. Like a new actor, Oscar was
.unknown.About six vears later, it somehow got that
renowned name. A number of explanations have been

toffered for its origin, bnt nobody knows the triee story for

certain.
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E;ly peopla::_;.-a'l-l this plant a tree, but itis a kind of grass.

Like other kinds of grass, a bamboo plant may be cut
very low to the ground, but it will grow back very quickly.
A lapanese scientist recorded one bamboo plant that grew
almost 1.5 meters in 24 hours! Bamboo grows almost

everywhere in the world except Enrepe. There are more

than 1 000 kinds of bamboo that grow around the world on

both mountains and plains®.

Not all bamhboo locks the same. Some bamboo plants
are very thin. They may only grow to be a few centimeters
while others may grow to more than 30 centimeters across.
This plant also comes in different colors, from yellow to
black to green.

Many Asian countries have heen using hamhoo for
hundreds of years. They often use bamhoo for building new
buildings.As a matter of fact , the cables® that hold up the
hanging bridge across the Min River in Sichuan are made of
bamboo. The bridge has been in use for more than 1 000
years, and is still holding strong.

In Africa, engineers are teaching poor farmers how to
find water by using bamboo.These African countries need
ways to find water becanse they have no money, and their
fields often die from no rain and no water.it seems that
bamboo is one of the best things they can use.Bambao pipes
and drlls can help to make the poor thirsty fields to be
watered.

Wby if gk .
Not all hamboo looks the same, 308 57 & 6947 F FRE—#,
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