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Warming up Exercises: Utter out your self-introduction
Directions: Complete the following passage and read Your answer out as clearly as possible.
Pay special attention to your pronunciation.

My name is . I was born in . I am now studying at . My
major is . I'like my major very much, because

I come from . The best point that I like about my hometown is . And
that has something to do with the fact that . Through these years, there have been
great changes, for example,

In my spare time, is my favorite entertainment. I like sports, such as
I like , too. You know,

Further Practice: If you consider the above format revisable, stick to your own style. But make
sure you pronounce clearly.

Your version:

Imitation Drills
Directions: Listen to the tape and pause after each sentence. Imitate the pronunciation of it

before you continue to play the next one. Repeat the whole procedure if necessary. Pay attention
to the speed of your speech.

%

There are many different kinds of festivals in China, but the most important ones should be

the Spring Festival, the Mid-Autumn Festival, the Lantern Festival and the Dragon Boat Festival.

I think my favorite has to be the Spring Festival. It is the most important festival for all Chinese
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people. We Chinese people consider it a mark of the past year as well as the beginning of the
coming year. All people sum up the past year and make new plans for the coming year. I like the
Spring Festival also because it is the festival that all family members, living at home or working
far away from home, gather together and enjoy saying their best wishes to each other. On that
day, people will traditionally set off fireworks to cheer up. This is the happiest time for children.
They will wear new clothes, and enjoy delicious food. At that time, everywhere in China is full
of happiness. I enjoy the atmosphere of happiness during that time.

Response Drills

Directions: Ask the questions by reading to yourself, try to respond to each one as immediately
as possible. Do answer each question in SENTENCE-FORM.

1. How many festivals are there in China?
Your answer:

2. Which one is your favorite?
Your answer:

3. Then could you tell me why you like it so much?
Your answer:

4. How do people celebrate it?
Your answer:

5. Is there any story about this festival?
Your answer:

6. Is there any change in this festival nowadays?
Your answer:

Suggested answers to the questions

1.

> Er, it is very hard to give a definite list of the festivals in China. There are so many festivals,
you know. But I think the most important ones are Spring Festival, Lantern Festival and so on.

» Well, there are National Day, Labor Day, and Women’s Day. And you can also find many
traditional festivals, such as Spring Festival, Lantern Festival and so on. However, there are
some festivals that are only celebrated in specific areas, or by specific people.

@
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» 1 guess Spring Festival is my favorite simply because it is the Chinese Lunar year celebration.
Chinese people love to have family get together at that time and there are many customs
concerning it.

» 1 should tell you that National Day is the most important to me because I can have a short trip
during the several days off work. I like the long holiday during the festival.

4,

» During the Spring Festival, people wear the nicest clothes and pay a visit to each other to
express their best wishes. They also have fancy dinners and many parents buy gifts for their
children.

> Well, people celebrate Lantern Festival by eating a special kind of traditional food called
Yuan Xiao. It is made of sticky rice powder and it tastes quite good. What is more, people go
to see the lanterns at night. There are various lanterns in the square so that the sky of the night
becomes bright from the light of the lanterns. |

5.

» Oh, there are so many stories about Spring Festival. For example, people set off fireworks to
scare away the dangerous and wicked ghosts called Nian, and welcome the New Year,

» Well, I think Chinese people regard the shape of moon as very an important factor influencing
their life. So the story is, when the moon becomes a whole one, all the family should have a
reunion. And that time is the Lantern Festival and Midsummer’s Day.

6.

» Yes, there has been a great change in the way people celebrate Spring Festival. People no
longer cook family dinners by themselves; instead, they go to restaurants to enjoy it.

» Well, I think it changed a lot, but people’s feeling towards the traditions of a long history
remains the same. Although people use different ways to celebrate the festivals, the culture
that these festivals represent has already rooted in the heart of Chinese people.
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Warming up Exercises: Utter out your self-introduction
Directions: Complete the following passage and read your answer out as clearly as possible.

Pay special attention to your pronunciation.

My test number is . My name is , and [ think there is some special
meaning for it . The kind of food that I like would be . You know, it is
just . Besides that is also my favorite. I like it because . In my
opinion, belong to healthy foods and my eating habit is

Further Practice: If you consider the above format revisable, stick to your own style. But make
sure you pronounce clearly.

Your version:

Imitation Drills
Directions: Listen to the tape and pause after each sentence. Imitate the pronunciation of it
before you continue to play the next one. Repeat the whole procedure if necessary. Pay attention

to the speed of your speech.

%

I am a bookworm, you know. Reading books entertains me greatly. [ am not only gifted
with a lot of knowledge, but also provided another world of imagination in which I experience
all kinds of joy and pain in life. I should say that my favorite kind of books are classical novels,
either Chinese or English. That is simply because I am an emotional and sensitive person and 1
could easily get into the atmosphere presented in a literary work. And I think reading English

novels brings me extra benefits for I become familiar with many authentic English usages in this
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