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East or west . home (s best.



@ Look and say

Directions: Look at the picture carefully and then discuss the questions with your partner.
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Questions for Discussion
& 1. What happens in this picture?

2. Is there any generation gap between you and your parents?

L

3. How to improve the relationship between parents and their children in your opinion?



@ Reading the Passage

Directions: Read the following passage in 8 minutes and try to get the main idea through your

reading.

Spare the Rod but Don’t Spoil the Child’s Life if You Truly Care

] When you read about crowds of teenagers waiting all night at an airport to welcome pop-stars
home, or about the increasing numbers of all-night parties frequented by young folk, don’t you
wonder why parents allow this behaviour?

2 Many of these boys and girls blackmail by declaring: “I'll run away if I can’t go,” or “All the
other parents let their kids go. ” Others beg: “Let me go this once, Mother,” so you're tempted to
abandon your principles temporarily. Next time, you're cajoled: “You allowed me to go last
week ,” —so0 you weaken again.

3 “I can always tell which youngsters have no discipline at home,” said a schoolmaster. “These
children don’t want to obey our rules either, so they are frequently in trouble. ”

4 Many parents expect to be regarded as friends and contemporaries by their offspring, but young
folk prefer authoritative parents. One 15-year-old girl said: “I don’t know what’s right; often I wish
my parents would tell me what time to come in at night, instead of simply moaning when I'm late. v
5  School-children now have comparatively few years of carefree happiness. Forced to adult-
awareness before their time, by continual sex-propaganda from television, films, records and
magazines, they are anxious to find a “steady” boy or girl-friend.

6 Numbers of girls are marrying at 16 or 17, sacrificing the wonderful early years by accepting the
heavy responsibilities of grown-ups too soon. One girl told me: “I was too young to know my own
mind. . .”

7 The youngsters are often not sufficiently mature or experienced to cope with personal
relationships, while financial problems can destroy young love rapidly.

8  Parents should encourage their children to entertain their friends at home sometimes, but they
should also be taught to respect the neighbours and other members of their own family.

9 A friend grumbled recently; “My children will never come for meals when they're called” —but
this was her fault. Had she taught them to be well-mannered during their early childhood?

10 Parents must insist on punctuality, tidiness, and courtesy from their children; for if they are not
polite at home, why should they act differently outside?

11 Should we grant permission lightly for our young daughters to holiday alone with their boyfriend?
Why are we afraid to say “No”? Are we wise to permit our children to “dodge” all the household
chores? They gain experience by tackling jobs in the home.

12 If 4 teenager suggests: “I'm going to buy a stereogram on hire-purchase,” Why doesn’t his
father act firmly and refuse to sign the agreement? Far better to explain the pitfalls of the system,
then advise the youngster to wait and save up his money to buy the article outright.

13 With diminishing parental control, many of our youngsters are reaching maturty without

learning the hard lessons of life. And having had their own way too often, they are unable and
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unwilling to accept with equanimity the inevitable reverses in later life.

14 Though we spare the rod nowadays, don’t let us spoil the child.
{ 516 words )

® Words and Expressions

blackmail [ 'bleckmeil | . to put under pressure to do something, to extract money from somebody
by threatening to make public damaging information FEiE, #Z&E

beg [ beg] vt. ask in a humble way B3k, &K

cajole [ kor'dzoul] vt. to persuade by praise or deceit M3

offspring [ 'ofsprin ] n. children F#, FX, &F

folk [ fouk] n. informal people (FFIF=) A

grumble [ 'grambl ] vi. to complain in a sullen, bad-tempered way 348, %% 5%

tidiness [ 'taidinis ] n. ability to deep material things neat and in order & J

courtesy [ 'ka:tasi | n. politeness F[, 3%

dodge [dod3] vt. (coll. ) avoid by using tricks or by cunning (0) ¥E4E

hire-purchase [ haie'pa:tfas] n. purchase by instalments, (a number of sums of money to be paid

at intervals) ArHEAfTE M SE B

pitfall [ 'pitfo:1] n. traps, unexpected dangers Ba ¥t & i 165

outright [ 'autrait ] adv. not by instilments, at once, right away 37 Z#h

equanimity [ jtkwa'nimiti ] n. calmness of mind Vi, V&, HT

rod [rad] n. a long, straight, thin piece of wood or metal, a stick used for punishment (4§ Bt

) e
@® Phrases

in trouble in danger, in a difficult or dangerous state 4b-F &

instead of in place of &, WAL -

cope with deal with, manage, X} {7, %3 4b3H

Insist on declare firmly, esp. in the face of doubt or opposition RIFFF; BIFAR

® Cultural Hints

Parents’ attitude towards their children in the US In the United States, parents can be
divided into two groups—the New Breed and the Traditionalists. A recent study found that 43% of
the parents belong to the New Breed. They stress freedom over authority and duty to self over duty to
others—including their own children. The study found that New Breed parents are loving but self-
oriented, and they take a carefree attitude to their own child rearing, saying that “I want to be free,
so why shouldn’t my children be free? Traditionalists—the 57% of parents committed to stricter child
rearing and older American values—implicitly say to their children, “We will sacrifice for you and
be repaid by your success and sense of obligation. ” But the New Breed parents say to their sons and

daughters, “We will not sacrifice for you, because we have our own lives to lead. But when you are



grown, you owe us nothing . ” Nowadays, with the changing of the society, Traditionalists are less
willing to make sacrifices for their children than their parents were and some of them even agree with
the New Breeders that unhappy parents should not remain married simply for the sake of the
children.
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® Vocabulary Map

1) Directions: The following vocabulary map may help you form a schema on the main idea of the
passage. Fill in the map with what you think suitable according to the passage.

no discipline
at home

personal
relationship

:2) Directions; State the main idea of the text on the basis of the vocabulary map. You may begin

with the sentence given.

Growing up is easier when there are guidelines to follow.
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® Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the passage again and choose the best answer for each of the following items.
1. Teenagers are waiting for ~_all night at an airport?
A. film stars B. friends C. family members D. pop-stars

2. Which of the following ways used by teenagers to meet their demands is not mentioned in the

text?

A. Threat. B. Begging. C. Discussion. D. Cheat.
3. Young people prefer parents in the author’s opinion.

A. friendly B. authoritative C. generous D. democratie
4. School-children are forced to have adult-awareness before their time by

A. school education B. parents’ behavior

C. continual sex-propaganda from different media
D. public opinion
5. Parents must insist on punctuality, tidiness and from their children.

A. politeness B. modesty C. honesty D. bravery

® Vocabulary and Structure

1) Directions: Complete the table with missing members of the word-families.

Verb Adjective Noun
weaken
authoritative
encourage
permission
act

2) Directions: Fill in the following blanks with the proper form of the words listed below.

spare blackmail frequently prefer
anxious entertain alone outright
inevitable maturily

She guests with refreshments.

He went to the hospital to visit the patient

I'm ____to know who is the winner.

His gives us a deep impression.

Tom was accused of

Mary stayed home | but she didn’t feel lonely.

I

Failure is N to him because of his laziness.



8. He could have the explanation.
9. The intruding plane was shot down
10. The hero death to surrender.

3) Directions: Complete the following sentences by using the given phrases.

1. He is willing to (# R4 FRBEAA). (in trouble)
2. They (Bl K EREFENEIRZEF R ). (regard as)
3. She (B FAILREMESTHIEERMN). (instead of )
4. The child (AEGE T REATARFF E 25 R ) . (cope with)
5. We (WR#F [ fE ). (insist on )

® Timed Reading (1)

Directions: Try to finish reading the following passage in 8 minutes and then do the exercises.

Is Your Child a Bully?
Tom was eight, and a bully (%j). He picked on other children in the playground, spoilt

their games and, sometimes, hit them. He was a big boy, and the other children were afraid of
him. His mother wouldn’t believe me when I told her about Tony’s behaviour at school. “He’s such
a good boy at home,” she said.

What made Tony into the playground menace ( B )7 There were two reasons for his
behaviour: one to do with school, and the other concerning his home.

At school, Tony could hardly read; his reading age was at the six year level. He felt ashamed
and very frustrated about his lack of reading skills—particularly since most of the children he knew
were better readers than he was. Tony was compensating for his own inadequacy by using physical
strength to assert himself, this was to make him look big when, inside himself, he felt small.

Tony was frustrated at home, as well as at school. He had an older brother, Patrick, who
teased (¥ FF) him by taking away his comics and toys and generally making his life a misery.
When I asked their mother what she did about Patrick’s behaviour she said : “It annoys me so much,
I just lose my temper and hit him. "

By using physical punishment to stop Patrick’s victimization (#K3) of Tony, she was really
sending out a message, loud and clear, to both boys: it’s all right to be a bully, but made sure you
are bigger than anyone else.

Tony was in a perfect learning situation to become poor, quiet Tony at home (where he was the
little innocent) and Tony the menacc in school where his real feelings of desperation ( 4% )

*

expressed themselves. He had become two different personalities.
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So how was Tony helped? First, he was given extra reading lessons and extra attention in
school. He was made responsible for ringing the bell at break time, and for looking after the Nature
Table in the classroom. The headmistress, crafty soul. made him a “plavground monitor” with the
duties of secing that none of the smaller children were knocked about at playtime. “I'm relying on
you,” she told him. He was given responsibility.

He was also chosen to act the part of Goliath in the school play. The seript was altered so that
Goliath came over as very strong, but very kind. “You are a soldier, but you're very gentle,” the
headmistress told Tony. Tony was very good in the play, and he began to get the new message: it’s
possible to be strong without being a bully.

Tony soon learned to read. 1 made a book for him about giants, and Father Chrisimas, and a
schoolboy hero called—vyou’ve guessed—Tony. He made up some of the story himself and I taught
him to recognize and build up the words as he went along, using large flashcards and felt-tip pens.

Tony never bullied again. I suspect that his mother was too indulgent (A% fJ) towards both
boys, and that to be given some responsibility and some self respect was all that was needed to cure
Tony's predilection { {4 ) for hitting smaller children.

(533 words )

® Reading Exercises

Directions: The foliowing statements are all based on the passage you've just read. Decide whether
they are true or false, put T for true and F for false in the space provided.
Tony was eight, and a good hoy at school.
Tony's behaviour at school was the same as that at home.
Tony’s reading age was lower than his actual age.
Patrick was friendly to his younger brother.
Patrick’s mother punished him because of his victimization of Tony.
___ One of the ways of helping Tony was to teach him differently.
____ The headmistress asked Tony to do a lot of things at school to punish him.
Tony succeeded in acting the part of Goliath in the school play.
Tony never bullied again because he realized his own fault.

10. The mother’s indulgence towards her children brought about their bad behaviour in the

author’s opinton.

@ Vocabulary Exercises

Directions: Choose the one that best completes each sentence.

1. He other children in the playground, spoilt their games and, sometimes, hit them.
% A. picked up B. picked on C. picked out D. picked down
2. He's  good boy at home.
A. such B. so C. such a D. soa

3. The story hasto  the outstanding deeds of a model worker.



A. do with B. do by C. do for D. do up

4. She always tells lies, I think what she said just now was true.

A. really B. probably C. nearly D. hardly
5. [feel  that I have done so little for my family.

A. guilty B. ashamed C. sad D. anxious
6. Nancy is a good gir) at home, at school.

A. as well B. as good C. as good as D. as well as
7. His brother his comics and toys secretly,

A. took away B. took in C. took on D. took aver
8. Hard life drove the poor couple to

A. disappointment B. sorrow C. desperation D. death
9. Tony protected the smaller children from at playtime.

A. knocking down B. knocking over C. knocking out D. knocking about
10. He _ some of the story himself.

A. made up of B. made out C. made up D. made over

® Timed Reading (2)
Directions: Read the following passage in 6 minutes and then do the exercises.

Trouble in the Family
[ bumped into ({##R%f ) young Fiona the other day—not her usual cheerful self, by any

means.
“Just walked down the road with my dad,” she said ruefully (#§##1). “And, as usual, we

fought all the way. ”

Well, I've news for Fiona, and her dad.

Nothing 1s more natural.

Indeed, I'd go so far as to say if there are NO tensions in a family, something is wrong!

It’s a sign they either don’t care enough, or they’re building up pressure that will eventually
explode.

Oh, I know there’s nothing more exasperating ({8 A% ) for a mother than to see her
teenage boy at loggerheads (ANH1, #H%) with Dad.

It’s as bad for Dad to see a teenage girl seemingly unable to hit it off with her mother.

It may comfort them to know teenage rebellion (fZ#i) is a sign of normality, not a sign they've
failed as parents.

Changing standards always lead to family tension, too.

I honestly don’t think we can expect youngsters to stick to the rules our parents set for us.

Oh, yes, up to about the age of 12, you can impose your standards.

After that, wise parents know when to make a stand, and when to give way.

But nothing is more likely to send a teenager slamming out of the door than a parent who says,

i

“In my young days. ..’
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Mind you, modern life has its part to play in family tensions.

Families don’t talk nearly so much as they used to . If someone tries, the rest say, “Sssshhh —
we can’t hear the TV!”

Oddly enough, all these extramural (B HME) activities at school, &c. , tend to rob family life
of some of its togetherness.

Visits to concerts, swimming baths, and so on, were once family things. Now, more and more,

our leisure is organized for us.
The Sunday afternoon walk used go be a ritual ({X3X) with many a family.

That hour, when a family had time to take their time, to talk over their problems, to meet other

folk who were also out as families.
I reckon it did more than we’ll ever realize to dissolve (fH#%45) tensions.

D’you know one of the best remedies for coping with family tension?

Two words. “I'm sorry.”
It's amazing how hard some folk find them to say. They think it implies weakness or defeat.

Nothing of the kind. Exactly the opposite, in fact.
(395 words )

@ Comprehension Exercises

Directions: Choose the best answer from the four choices based on the passage you've just read.

1. Fiona looked unhappy the other day because she was at loggerheads with

A. her mother B. her father C. her brother D. her friend
2. In the author’s opinion, tensions in a family are :

A. serious B. terrible C. avoidable D. inevitable
3. Up to about the age of , you can impose your standards on your children.

A. 10 B. 11 C. 12 D. 13
4. has its part to play in family tensions.

A. Modem life B. Individual difference

C. External influence D. Social development

5. Which of the following were once family things?
A. Visits to concerts. B. Swimming baths. C. Sunday afternoon. ~ D. All the above

& @® Translation

Directions: Translate the following sentences from Chinese into English.

1. A FESE AR HE B REBES. (in touble)



2. MBIA NP REIAAF A4 . (regard as)

3. BRNMEER 5 R AR T RATH B S (instead of )
4. EEZEMNE A IH LI IT/E. (cope with)

5. fib BPAH A LI, (insist on)

® Writing

1) Directions: Reorganize the following sentences so that they form a coherent (%% ) paragraph.
People did not live in well-built houses where doors could be locked.

How did this influence the way people felt about home?

Enemies could attack you and kill or rob you, and you had litile protection against them.

In the old days, life was difficult.

They did not have the protection of an organized police force or telephones which could summon

[ R S S

the police instantly.
2) Directions; For this part, you should write a composition entitled: Education: Examination-

oriented or Quality-oriented? In 3 paragraphs, you should base your composition on the following
outline. Write no less than 120 words.

Nowadays all students are struggling for high scores.

The exam-oriented education should be replaced by quality-oriented education.

My comment is that we should quicken the transition from exam — oriented education to the

L R S

quality-oriented education.
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from a clear sky—someth

A storm may arise

unexpected may happen any tune.



A First Look

@® Look and say

Directions: Look at the picture carefully and then discuss the questions with your partner.
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Questions for discussion
1. Have you ever heard of terrorism? What do you think was the most frightful terrorism?
2. Have you ever experienced any ternfied accident?

3. Can you list some world tallest buildings?



