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A heart attack may cause an abnormal rhythm of heart
beats because of slow, rapid or irregular contractions of
heart muscle.
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In this type of shock, symptoms are a fast, uneven pulse
rate, lowered blood pressure, cold sweat, dilation of the
pupils, and deep, rapid breathing.
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Some bipolar affective disorders recur regularly with short
intervals of weeks or months between episodes. These

disorders are sometimes referred to as periodic psychoses.



The term is not entirely satisfactory because some writers
use it to include other disorders such as recurrent schizo-
phrenic illnesses, unusual syndromes like periodic catato-
nia, and the recurring atypical psychoses to which Leon-
hard (1979) gave the name cycloid psychoses.
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In themselves they do not point to a particular diagnosis,
but their content and especially the patient’s reaction may
do so.
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(1)In 1977, “right to die” bills were introduced into several
legislatures in the United States.
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