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Robinson Crusoe

My mother's relations were named Robinson, a very good family in that country,
and from whom I was called Robinson Kreutznaer; but, by the usual corruption of words
in England, we are now called—nay we call ourselves and write our name—Crusoe; and
S0 my companions always called me.

My head began to be filled very early with rambling thoughts. My father, who was
very ancient, had given me a competent share of learning, as far as house-edueation and
a country free school generally go. SE A

He designed me for the law. But I would be satisfied with nothing but going to sea.

My inclination to this led me so strongly against the will, nay, the commands of my
father, and against all the entreaties and persuasions of my mother and other friends, that
there seemed to be something fatal in that propensity of nature, tending directly to the
life of misery which was to befall me. 5

My father, a wise and grave man, gave me serious and excellent counsel against
what he foresaw was my design. g ,

He called me one morning into his chamber, where he was confined by the gout,
and expostulated very warmly with me upon this subject. He asked me what reasons,
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more than a mere wandering inclination, I had for leaving father's house and my native
country, where I might be well introduced, and had a prospect of raising my fortune by
application and industry, with a life of ease and pleasure.

He told me it was men of desperate fortunes on on¢ hand, or of aspiring, superior

fortunes on the other, who went abroad upon adventures, to rise by enterprise, and make
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themselves famous in undertakings of a nature out of the common road; that these things
were all either too far above me or too far below me; that mine was the middle state, or
what might be called the upper station of low life, which he had found, by iong
experience, was the best state in the world, the most suited to human happiness, not
exposed to the miseries and hardships, the labour and sufferings of the mechanic part of
mankind, and not embarrassed with the pride, luxury, ambition, and envy of the upper
part of mankind. He told me I might judge of the happiness of this state by this one
thing—viz. that this was the state of life which all other people envied; that kings have
frequently lamented the miserable consequence of being born to great things, and
wished they had been placed in the middle of the two extremes, between the mean and
the great.

After this he pressed me earnestly, and in the most affectionate manner, not to play
the young man, nor to precipitate myself into miseries which nature, and the station of
life T was born in, seemed to have provided against; that I was under no necessity of
seeking my bread; that he would do well for me, and endeavour to enter me fairly into
the station of life which he had just been recommending to me; in a word, that as he
would do very kind things for me if I would stay and settle at home as he directed, so he
would not have so much hand in my misfortunes as to give me any encouragement to g0
away; and to close all, he told me I had my elder brother for an example, to whom he
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had used the same earnest persuasions to keep him from going into the Low Country
wars, but could not prevail, his young desires prompting him to run into the army, where
he was killed. .

Tears ran down his face very plentifully, especially when he spoke of my brother
who was killed; and that when he spoke of my having leisure to repent, and none to
assist me, he was so moved that he broke off the discourse, and told me his heart was so
full he could say no more to me.

I was sincerely affected with this discourse, and, indeed, who could be otherwise?
and I resolved not to think of going abroad any more, but to settle at home according to
my father's desire. But alas! a few days wore it all off; and, in short, to prevent any of my
father's further importunities, in a few weeks after I resolved to run quite away from
him. However, I did not act quite so hastily as the first heat of my resolution prompted;
but I took my mother at a time when I thought her a little more pleasant than ordinary,
and told her that my thoughts were so entirely bent upon seeing the world that I should
never settle to anything with resolution enough to go through with it, and my father had
better give me his consent than force me to go without it.

This put my mother into a great passion; she told me she knew it would be to no
purpose to speak to my father upon any such subject; that he knew too well what was
my interest to give his comsent to anything so much for my hurt; and that she wondered
how I could think of any such thing after the discourse I had had with my father, and
such kind and tender expressions as she knew my father had used to me; and that, in
short, if I would ruin myself, there was no help for me; but I might depend I should
never have their consent to it; that for her part she would not have so much hand in my
destruction; and I should never have it to say that my mother was willing when my
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ROBINSON CRUSOE

father was not.
Though my mother refused to move it to my father, yet I heard afterwards that she

reported all the discourse to him, and that my father, after showing a great concern at it,
said to her, with a sigh, "That boy might be happy if he would stay at home; but if he
goes abroad, he will be the most miserable wretch that ever was born; I can give no
consent to it."

It was not till almost a year after this that I broke loose, though, in the meantime, I
continued obstinately deaf to all proposals of settling to business, and frequently
expostulated with my father and mother about their being so positively determined
against what they knew my inclinations prompted me to. But being one day at Hull;

where I went casually, and without any purpose of making an elopement at t,hat tm;&v :
but, I say, being there, and one of my companions being about to sail to ando ,"huts
father's ship, and prompting me to go with them with the common all :
seafaring men, that it should cosi: me nothing for my passage, I cons
nor mother any more, nor so much as sent them word Gf it; but lea;
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my conscience, which was not yet come to the pitch of hardness to which it has since,
reproached me with the contempt of advice, and the breach of my duty to God and my
father.

These wise and sober thoughts continued all the while the storm lasted, and indeed
some time after; but the next day the wind was abated, and the sea calmer, and I began
to be a little inured to it.

In a word, as the sea was returned to its smoothness of surface and settled calmness
by the abatement of that storm, so the hurry of my thoughts being over, my fears and
apprehensions of being swallowed up by the sea being forgotten, and the current of my
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former desires returned, I entirely forgot the vows and promises that I made in my
distress.

It was my lot first of all to fall into pretty good company in London. I first got
acquainted with the master of a ship who had been on the coast of Guinea; and who,
having had very good success there, was resolved to go again. This captain taking a
fancy to my conversation, which was not at all disagreeable at that time, hearing me say
I had a mind to see the world, told me if I would go the voyage with him I should be at
no expense; I should be his messmate and his companion; and if I could carry anything
with me, I should have all the advantage of it that the trade would admit; and perhaps I
might meet with some encouragement.

I embraced the offer; and entering into a strict friendship with this captain.

Under him also I got a competent knowledge of the mathematics and the rules of
navigation, learned how to keep an account of the ship's course, take an observation,
and, in short, to understand some things that were needful to be understood by a sailor;
for, as he took delight to instruct me, I took delight to learn; and, in a word, this voyage
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ROBINSON CRUSOE

made me both a sailor and a merchant.

I was now set up for a Guinea trader; and my friend, to my great misfortune, dying
soon after his arrival, I resolved to go the same voyage again, and I embarked in the
same vessel with one who was his mate in the former voyage, and had now got the
command of the ship.

This was the unhappiest voyage that ever man made.

It was surprised in the grey of the morning by a Turkish rover of Sallee, who gave
chase to us with all the sail she could make.

We plied them with small shot, half-pikes, powder-chests, and such like, and
eck of them twice. However, to cut short this melancholy part of our story,
ing disabled, and three of our men killed, and eight wounded, we were
obliged to yield, and were carried all prisoners into Sallee, a port belonging to the

Moors.

The usage I had there was not so dreadful as at first I apprehended; nor was I
carried up the country to the emperor's court, as the rest of our men were, but was kept
by the captain of the rover as his proper prize, and made his slave, being young and
nimble, and fit for his business.

Here I meditated nothing but my escape, and what method I might take to eﬁ‘ec’ﬁit,

but found no way that had the least probability in it.
After about two years, an odd circumstance presented itself, which put the
thought of making some attempt for my liberty again in my head. .
We went frequently out with a boat a-fishing; and as I was most dexterous to c&ﬁ
fish for him, my patron never went without me. It happened that he had appointed to go
out in this boat, either for pleasure or for fish, with two or three Moors of some
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distinction in that place, and for whom he had provided extraordinarily.

When by and by my patron came on board alone, and told me his guests had put off
going from some business that fell out, and ordered me, with the man and boy, as usual,
to go out with the boat and catch them some fish, for that his friends were to sup at his
house, and commanded that as soon as I got some fish I should bring it home to his
house; all which I prepared to do.

This moment my former notions of deliverance darted into my thoughts, for now I
found I was likely to have a little ship at my command.

After we had fished some time and caught nothing—for when I had fish on my
hook I would not pull them up, that he might not see them—1I said to the Moor, "This
will not do; our master will not be thus served; we must stand farther off." He, thinking
no harm, agreed, and being in the head of the boat, set the sails; and, as I had the helm, I
ran the boat out near a league farther, and then brought her to, as if I would fish; when,
giving the boy the helm, I stepped forward to where the Moor was, and making as if I
stooped for something behind him, I took him by surprise with my arm under his waist,
and tossed him clear overboard into the sea.

I could have been content to have taken this Moor with me, and have drowned the
boy, but there was no venturing to trust him.

The boy smiled in my face, and spoke so innocently that I could not distrust him,
and swore to be faithful to me, and go all over the world with me.

Yet such was the fright I had taken of the Moors, and the dreadful apprehensions I
had of falling into their hands, that I would not stop, or go on shore, or come to an
anchor; the wind continuing fair till I had sailed in that manner five days; and then the
wind shifting to the southward, I concluded also that if any of our vessels were in chase

30SNHD  NOSNIAoY N



ROBINSON CRUSOE

L. BRINGEIRIR
R

of me, they also would now give over; so I ventured to make to the coast, and came to
an anchor in the mouth of a little river.

But as soon as it was quite dark, we heard such dreadful noises of the barking,
roaring, and howling of wild creatures, of we knew not what kinds, that the poor boy
was ready to die with fear, and begged of me not to go on shore till day.

Be that as it would, we were obliged to go on shore somewhere or other for water,
for we had not a pint left in the boat.

After this stop, we made on to the southward continually for ten or twelve days,
living very sparingly on our provisions, which began to abate very much, and going no
oftener to the shore than we were obliged to for fresh water. My design in this was to
make the river Gambia or Senegal, that is to say anywhere about the Cape de Verde,
where I was in hopes to meet with some European ship; and if I did not, I knew not what
course I had to take, but to seek for the islands, or perish there among the negroes.

When I had pursued this resolution about ten days longer, as I have said, I began to
see that the land was inhabited; and in two or three places, as we sailed by, we saw

people stand upon the shore to look at us; we could also perceive they were quite black

Portuguese shiy @d;*as I thought was bound to the coast of Guinea, for negroes. |
stretched out to sea ﬁmuch as I could, resolving to speak with them if possible.

As I had my patron's ancient on board, I made a waft of it to them, for a signal of
distress, and fired a gun, both which they saw; for they told me they saw the smoke,
though they did not hear the gun. Upon these signals they very kindly brought to, and lay

8

. j

g PPy



by for me; and in about three hours time I came up with them.

It was an inexpressible joy to me, which any one will believe, that I was thus
delivered, as I esteemed it, from such a miserable and almost hopeless condition as I was
in; and [ immediately offered all I had to the captain of the ship, as a return for my
deliverance; but he generously told me he would take nothing from me, but that all I had
should be delivered safe to me when I came to the Brazils. "For," says he, "I have saved
your life on no other terms than I would be glad to be saved myself; and it may, one time
or other, be my lot to be taken up in the same condition. Besides," said he, "when I carry
you to the Brazils, so great a way from your own country, if I should take from you what
you have, you will be starved there, and then I only take away that life I have given. No,
no," says he: "Seignior Inglese" (Mr. Englishman), "I will carry you thither in charity,
and those things will help to buy your subsistence there, and your passage home again."

We had a very good voyage to the Brazils, and I arrived in the Bay de Todos los
Santos, or All Saints' Bay, in about twenty-two days after.

The generous treatment the captain gave me I can never enough re

I had not been long here before I was recommended to

manner of plantlng and making of sugar; and seeing how well the plantem hved,: and
how they got rich suddenly, I resolved, if I could get a licence to settle there Twould
turn planter among them, resolving in the meantime to find out some way to get my
money, which I had left in London, remitted to me. To this purpose, getting a kind of
letter of naturalisation, I purchased as much land that was uncured as my money would
reach, and formed a plan for my plantation and settlement; séch a one as might be
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suitable to the stock which I proposed to myself to receive from England.

" You may suppose, that having now lived almost four years in the Brazils, and
beginning to thrive and prosper very well upon my plantation, I had not only learned the
language, but had contracted acquaintance and friendship among my fellow-planters, as
well as among the merchants at St. Salvador, which was our port.

In my discourses among them, I had frequently given them an account of my two
voyages to the coast of Guinea: the manner of trading with the negroes there, and how
easy it was to purchase upon the coast for trifles—such as beads, toys, knives, scissors,
hatchets, bits of glass, and the like—not only gold-dust, Guinea grains, elephants' teeth,
&c., but negroes, for the service of the Brazils, in great numbers.

They listened always very attentively to my discourses on these heads, but
especially to that part which related to the buying of negroes, which was a trade at that
time, not only not far entered into, but, as far as it was, had been carried on by assientos,
or permission of the kings of Spain and Portugal, and engrossed in the public stock: so
that few negroes were bought, and these excessively dear.

It happened, being in company with some merchants and planters of my
acquaintance, and talking of those things very earnestly, three of them came to me next
morning, and told me they had been musing very much upon what I had discoursed with
them of the last night, and they came to make a secret proposal to me; and, after
enjoining me to secrecy, they told me that they had a mind to fit out a ship to go to
Guinea; that they had all plantations as well as I, and were straitened for nothing so
much as servants; that as it was a trade that could not be carried on, because they could
not publicly sell the negroes when they came home, so they desired to make but one
voyage, to bring the negroes on shore privately, and divide them among their own



plantations; and, in a word, the question was

whether I would go their supercargo in the

ship, to manage the trading part upon
the coast of Guinea; and they

offered me that I should have my
equal share of the negroes, without
providing any part of the stock.

L, that was born to be my own
destroyer, could no more resist the
offer than I could restrain my first
rambling designs when my father good
counsel was lost upon me. In a word, I told them I would go with all my heart, if they
would undertake to look after my plantation in my absence, and would dispose of it to
such as I should direct, if I miscarried. This they all engaged to do, and entered into
writings or covenants to do so.

Accordingly, the ship being fitted out, and the cargo furnished, and all things done,
as by agreement, by my partners in the voyage, I went on board in an evil hour, the 1st
September 1659, being the same day eight years that I went from my father and mother
at Hull, in order to act the rebel to their authority, and the fool to my own interests.

The same day I went on board we set sail, standing away to the northward upon our
own coast, with design to stretch over for the African coast when we came about ten or
twelve degrees of northern latitude, which, it seems, was the manner of course in those
days. We had very good weather, only excessively hot.

A violent tornado, or hurricane, took us quite out of our knowledge. It began from
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the south-east, came about to the north-west, and then settled in the north-east; from
whence it blew in such a terrible manner, that for twelve days together we could do
nothing but drive, and, scudding away before it, let it carry us whither fate and the fury
of the winds directed.

In this distress, the wind still blowing very hard, one of our men early in the
morning cried out, "Land!" and we had no sooner run out of the cabin to look out, in
hopes of seeing whereabouts in the world we were, than the ship struck upon a sand, and
in a moment her motion being so stopped, the sea broke over her in such a manner that
we expected we should all have perished immediately; and we were immediately driven
into our close quarters, to shelter us from the very foam and spray of the sea.

In this distress the mate of our vessel laid hold of the boat, and with the help of the
rest of the men got her slung over the ship's side; and getting all into her, let go, and
committed ourselves, being eleven in number, to God's mercy and the wild sea.

After we had rowed, or rather driven about a league and a half, as we reckoned it, a
raging wave, mountain-like, came rolling astern of us, and plainly bade us expect the
COUP DE GRACE. It took us with such a fury, that it overset the boat at once; and
separating us as well from the boat as from one another, gave us no time to say, "O God!"
for we were all swallowed up in a moment.

Nothing can describe the confusion of thought which I felt when I sank into the
water; for though I swam very well, yet I could not deliver myself from the waves so as
to draw breath, till that wave having driven me, or rather carried me, a vast way on
towards the shore, and having spent itself, went back, and left me upon the land almost
dry, but half dead with the water I took in. I had so much presence of mind, as well as
breath left, that seeing myself nearer the mainland than I expected, I got upon my feet,
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