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ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN

1. THE LOAFER  #% 1% M-

'If a bee bringing honey
back -to the hive ‘eats it in-

_stead of storing it for the

general good, the other bees
sting it to death. -

If the same éthical code
were adopted in the human
hive, what would happen to
the millions who not only eat
what should be stored for the
- general good but who' do no-
thing whatever to produce
what they eat and wear and
spend?

Why - 'should these human
drones be allowed to take the
best honey, and much more
-of it than they need, out -of
‘the human hive without giv-
ing anything in return? Why
-should they be allowed to put
their hands into life’s great

granary and take out all the-
good things which the toil and

sweat and blood of generations
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2 ADVICE TO

of hard workers have produc-
ed, and they do nothing in
 their turn for the good of the
human family? Why should
they be allowed to take out of
this granary the most desir-
able and beautiful things, all
of the rare and costly things,
all of the luxuries with which
the workers have filled it,
when they never put anything
at all into it? |
If you are not doing your
part in the world’s work; if
- you are not making your just
contribution to the race, not
giving back at least as much
as you are "getting, not by
spending selfishly what your
father or some other wealthy
relative accumulated, but
‘through your personal efforts,
» you are nothing but a sponge.
If you are healthy and able to
work, you are a parasite riding
on other people’s backs. You
areriding on the backs of your
brothers and sisters who are
oblized to do the work which
belongs to you.
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THE LOAFER 3

There are a great many
wealthy people who are work-
ing as hard and doing as much,
personally, to contribute to the
general good as the most effi-
cient ar.d conscientious wage-
earriers. But there are mul-
titudes of sponges, parasitic
idlers, ‘living on -the wealth
accumulated by their fathers
and grand-fathers who say, in
ettect, to the workers of the
world, the great codperative
society of civilization: “We
propose ta enjoy all the good
things of life without contrib-
uting anything toward their
production. Yeu shall do all
the sweating and toiling while
those of us who do not work
shall regard you as inferior
beings. We propose not only
to make you do all the work
of the world, all the drudgery,
while we play, but we are go-
ing to degrade you because
you are willing to do it. We
robbers and thieves of the
fruits of the labors of others
propose to call ourselves
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4 ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN

.aristocrats,’” while you shall be
known as the ‘common peo-
ple,” the ‘lower classes.””’
Suppose your father or your
grand-father did accumulate
a fortune and passed it on to
you, my able-bodied young
friend, do you think it is fair,
do you think it is manly, to
assume such an attitude to-
ward your fellow men? What
would you think ot a man who
was shipwrecked at sea, if he
should refuse to help his fellow
survivors to rhanage the raft
on which they were trying to
get to safety? Suppose he
. should plant himself in the
most comfortable seat he could
find and should help himself to
‘all the fresh water and all the
food. they had managed to
save from the wreck-—the
things on which all of their
lives depended—and never
raise a finger or do an iota
toward getting the raft ashore,
while his companions were
straining and sweating at the
oars, how ‘'do you think they
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THE LOAFER 5

would feel toward him? Would
you be surprised if they should
at last turn upon the miser-
able loafer and throw him
overboard? Of course you
wouldn’t, for his selfishness
was endangering the lives of
ail on board. Yet ryou are
not one whit better than this
wretched creature!

What do you think you are
here for? To batter on the
labor of others? Where did
your right te get something
for nothing come from? Your
father cannot pay the debt
you owe to the world. That
is a personal obligation, not
transferable. There 15no pow-
er in inherited property that
can release you from toil, trom
the obligation to do vour share
of the world’s work.  We are
all on the great humanity raft
" and each has to lend a hand
in keeping it afloat. We -are
in this world, under bond to
the One who sent us here, to
do our part to make life as
comfortable and as happy as
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6 ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN

possible for all. The under-
standing is, that we shall all
make contribution of éur per-
sonal effort to emancipate the
whole from drudgery. The
Creator has made us interde-
perident and it is only by
working for the good of all
that each can bring out the
best that is in himself.

The late William K. Van-

derbilt, Sr., head of the Van- -

derbilt family, who recently
died in Paris, said that in-
herited wealth was a killer of
ambition, destroyed the great-
est motive in life—the desire
for achievement, the necessity
for personal effort in striving
for the things we long for.
The inheritance of great
wealth is certainly a tremen-
dous handicap to the develop-
ment of man power and the
attainment.of real happiness.
The Creator has so planned
things that both of these are
dependent on work, not on the
work that your father or some
one else does, but only on thr
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TilE LOAFER 7

work you do yourself. Where
there 4s one Roosevelt who
although weakhy by inherit-
made his life worth
while, there are thousands of

ance,

sons of wealthy parents who
are never heard from; who
never do anvthing worthy of
their talents and their oppor-
tunity, who often bring shame
to their families. It isa dan-

gerous thing, my parent
friend, to endow your son with
so much money that he will be
under no necessity to work.
You may ruin him, for you are
placing a tremendous premium
on a life of mental stagnation,
 a life which is ealculated to
smother rather than to bring
out the possibilities of your
boy.

There is only one way to be
aman; that is, to pay the price
for manhood in honest, useful
work. There is only one Way
to be happy, to win our own

respect and that of otners;
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8 ADVICE. TO YOUNG MEN

that is, to do our part in bring-
ing the great humanity raft
safely to port.

The raft is in very stormy
waters today. There is no
place on it either for the bol-
shevist loafer, the millionaire
loafer, or any other loafer.
Bolshevist, or millionaire, if
you don’t do your part; you’ll
go overboard.
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2. THEVALUEOFBOOKS ##2R&

In his little book,
being Human,” Woodrow Wil-
son says: “It would be a
most pleasant, a truly humane

world, would we but open our
ears with a more generous wel-
‘come to the voices that ring
in those writings upon life
and affairs which mankind has
chosen to keep.”

One of the irreparable losses
of the war was the destruction
of the great library at Louvain,
with all its priceless volumes
which men had been collecting
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~ THE VALUE OF BOOKS -9

for centuries. Among them
were some of thé best of the
writings “which mankind has
chosen to keep ”"-—fruits of the
thought and experience of
writers of all ages.

Can you imagine what a
blank would be the life of
man. today if all our great
libraries, with their vast treas-
ures of the accumulated knowl-

edge of the ages, were to be

wiped out of existence? Why,
if such a calamity were to
happen, the human race would
be the poorer for all time to
come. The greatest treasury of
ideas, an inexhaustible source,
of power,  inspiration and
happiness would be lost to us.
A world without books would
“be as arid, as unfruitful and
“unrefreshing as a desert with-
-out an oasis. '
. One of our college presi-
dents describes the happiest
man as one who thinks the
most interesting thoughts..
Now, no man can have in-
teresting thoughts who has
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not a well-stored mind, and
no one can have a well-stored
mind without reading the best
books. Such books are well-
springs of thought and ideas.
They are insurance policies
against ignorance, against
despondency and loneliness,
against superstition, bigotry
and intolerance; against
stagnation and conservatism,
‘especially in old age.

Howmany dull and indolent
youths have been stirred to
nobler purposes by the reading
‘of but one book! How many
discouraged and side-tracked
souls have had new hope
aroused in them, have absorb-
ed new courage, and have won
success, even though late in
life, through the inspiration
of one book!

A successful business man
says that he is always glad to
learn of any boy who works
‘for him that he is a lover of
'books, and especially glad that
he is trying to improve himself
by reading, because he believes
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THE VALUE OF BOOKS

these are signs of a superior
mind, signs of growth, ear-

marks of other wvaluable traits

of character,

Many a.'poor boy and poor
girl, who from childhood has
cultivated a love of good read-
ing, has got the equivalent of
a college education and even
more at hLome, in the long
winter evenings and spare
moments by reading the best
books.

. One of the sources of Roose-
velt’s remarkable mental
power and versatility was his
omnivorous reading. It was
amazing how, amid the stress
and strain of his multitudi-
nous cares and duties as a
public man, he found so much
time for reading. Whatever
I}e was éngaged in, or wherever
he went, he turned to books
for help and recreation. When
he went on his famous African
trip, after his seven 'years at
the White House, he took with
him a small library consisting
of fifty or miore volumes. The
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12

‘list included the Bible, Shake-

speare, *Pilgrim’s ‘Progress,”
Homer’s ““Illiad” and “‘Odys-
sey,” Dante’s‘“Inferno,” works
of his favorite American and
English authors—novels, po-
etry, ,hxstory, b1ography, and
essays. Even the few books
mentioned would furnish an
excellent beginning for the
foundation of a home library.

- If youhaven’t already begun
to collect a little library of
your own, you ate neglecting
one of the surest means of
mental and spiritual growth
and happiness.

There is nothing in thiy
world so valuable and; rel-
atively, even in this penod of
high tiving costs, so cheap as
good books. . Qur ancestors
had great difficulty in purchas-
.ing books or getting an op-
portunity toread them.  Only

thé very wealthy could own a -

book, and the common people

could not-even get an op~

portunity to read them. In-
deed very few people knew
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DOES IT PAY? 13

how to read in those days.
Even in Abraham Lincoln’s
boyhood it was very difficult
for a poor boy to have a small
collection of books of his own.

But today, there are few
so poor as to be unable to
own at least a few of the
world’s greatest books. Make
sacrifices if need be, but have
a library of your own, however
small. Save something out
of your pay envelopc for books.
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In the boat races of our
universities, the crews often
come to their goal in such an
exhausted condition that they
g:ompletely collapse, some of
them falling unconscious in
theboat. Inrunning contests
in ancient Greece, the winning
athletes. frequently, barely
reached the goal and then fell
dead. L

Some men are like such

athletes in the pursuit of their
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14
ambition. While they may
not literally drop dead when
they reach their goal, they are
only half alive. - They are not
only half dead physically; but
they ate shriveled up and
played out mentally. They
have attained their ambition,
but they are not winners in
the true sense.

No matter what our voca-
tion, if we become so absorbed
in it that we neglect everything
else; starve every other side
of our nature in catering to it
alone, the whole man suffers.
He becomes lopsided, over-
developed in one direction and
underdeveloped or shriveled
from neglect or disuse in
others.

Even a man like Darwin,
who-did so much for science,
lamented bitterly, before he
died, that he had allowed his
absorption in scientific investi-
gation to crowd out many of
the finer things of life. He
said that he was shocked when
he returned to his:Shakespeare
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