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Rhythm of soft rime.
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zen Songhua River runs through Jilin Municipality in winter.
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Trees with soft rime decorate both banks of the Songhua River.
FATETL R R D 3£ LV MK R
He .

St 2

3 dopakel sk = ZUAIHl

IR
“Soft Rime, Ice and Snow Tour™ attracts many tourists to Jilin Municipality.
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Rhythm of Soft Rime

Jilin Province is famous for its Changbai Mountains and Songhua River.
Soft rime, a unique scene in Jilin Municipality, is known as one of the “Four
Natural Wonders™ in China.

Soft rime, refers to loose frozen droplets attached to the windward side of
grass and trees in foggy and cold weathers. It is such a natural wonder thanks to
the unique environment in northern China. Soft rime is formed when the
Fengman Water Power Plant on the upper reaches of Jilin Municipality generates
electricity in winter and the temperature of the river that is close to 0°C raises up
10 2'C to 3'C due to the rotate speed of water turbine. The water with certain
temperature spurts out from the sluice gates and immediately forms heavy fog
when encounters the temperature of minus 20°C. The condensed water vapor
forms very small crystals in the air under appropriate low temperature, floating
from Fengman Dam down to 60 to 70 kilometers on the river. The fog would
also cover all the municipality, mountains and villages along the river. Soft
rime comes into being mostly at night. The fog emerges at 8 or 9 o’clock in th
evening sometimes, and the visibility is low if the fog becomes heavier. One

rdly see any objects within several meters. If turning the light on to the
<y, one can see very small crystals falling down to the earth, indicating a
good view of soft rime the next day.

“Soft Rime Corridors,” which refer to the two suburbs—one in the north

nd the other in the south—of Fengman, and Songjiang Road in the municipality,
are ideal places where people would like to view and to take pictures of soft
rime. Hantun and Zengtong villages, 40 kilometers from the north of Jilin
Municipality, have also become the best destinations for tourists and
photographers. Wusongbo, a natural islet on the Songhua River, covers an area
of 5 square kilometers. Every New Year and Spring Festival, this small island
attracts photographers from both at home and abroad.
oft rime emerges when the snow falls by the second half of November
every year in Jilin. It becomes more frequent if the snowfall is big and the

weather is cold. The river spurting out from the Fengman Dam will not freeze

for several kilometers on the Songhua River. The fog rises from the river and
spreads far and wide. Sometimes, one can hardly see the sun for the whole

the fog is too heavy. In such weather, soft rime on the trees will not fall and
another layer of soft rime will be hanged at night. The next day, soft rime on the

trees will be as thick as the tops of sorghums.

In recent years, soft rime in Jilin has become more and more famous. The
foggy surface of the Songhua River and soft rime on both banks form beautiful
natural scenery. “Soft Rime, Ice and Snow Tourism Festival™ attracts tourists
from both at home and abroad every year. Tourists come here to view and shoot
soft rime, o enjoy the rhythm of the natural scenery and to experience the joy of

back to nature.
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JILIN MUNICIPALITY IN WINTER.
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THE UNFROZEN SONGHUA RIVER RUNS THROUGH JILIN MUNICIPALITY IN WINTER.
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