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EE 'R & I8
MODEL TEST ONE FOR ENGLISH

MAJORS GRADE EIGHT
(TIME LIMIT: 185 MIN)

PART | LISTENING COMPREHENSION
(25 min.)

SECTION A MINI-LECTURE

In this section you will hear a mini-lecture. You will hear the lecture
ONCE ONLY. While listening , take notes on the important points. Your
notes will not be marked , but you will need them to complete a gap-filling
task on ANSWER SHEET ONE afier the mini-lecture. Use the blank sheet
Jor note-taking .

Now listen to the mini-lecture .

Now , you have 2 minutes to check your notes , and then complete the
gap-filling task on ANSWER SHEET ONE in 10 minutes.

(@ 2-minute interval )

Now complete the gap-filling task. Some of the gaps below may re-
quire a maximum of THREE words. Make sure the word(s) you fill in is
(are) both grammatically and semantically acceptable. You may refer to
your notes .

(@ 12-minute interval )

The Urgency Of Creating A Global Network For Peace

As the intemational society is confronted by intenational 1
1



there is an urgent need to create a global network for peace.

Though the use of force is necessary, it can only respond to the
2 of conflict. In truth, it may plant further 3  of hatred in regions
already tom by strife.

No efforts will gain __ 4  of people or succeed in bringing about
lasting stability and peacé without a spirit based on 5, an acute

~awareness of the humanity of others-something that 1 consider to be the
very 6 of civilization.

Since it is probably unrealistic to expect _ 7  on the part of the
terrorists, those who oppose them must put priority to considering and un-
derstanding the position of the “ 8 .” This effort must take precedence
over the use of hard power.

Equally essential are the courage and vision to address the underly-
ing conditions of __9 _that are enabling factors in terrorism. Only in this
way can we express genuine proof of civilization. Our words need to be
grounded in the willingness to learn from the example of others and correct
our 10  accordingly.

In Sections B and C you will hear everything ONCE ONLY . Listen
carefully and then answer the questions that follow. Mark the correct an-

swer to each question on your answer sheet .

SECTION B INTERVIEW

Questions I to 5 are based on an interview. At the end of the inter-
view , you will be give 10 secongds to answer dach of the follning fine ques-
tions .

Now listen to the interview .

1. When did the man know what he wanted to do for a living?
A. When he was only a kid.
2



B. When he attended the Medical University of China.
C. When he came to the U.S.
D. After he graduated from the Medical University of China.
2. Where was the man brought up?
A. At a village in China.
B. In Beijing.
C. In the U.S.
D. At a big town near Beijing.
3.How did the man do at school?
A. He didn’t like to have classes.
B. He often paid some kids to do his homework.
C. He was his teachers’ headache
D. He was an excellent student
4. What was the man’s weakest subject at school?
A. History. B. Music.
C. Language. . D. Geography.
5. How does the man think about the changes in China?
A. China is becoming stronger.
B. China is becoming more prosperous.
C. People in China now have all the modem conveniences that people
in America have.
D. The living environment in China is severely polluted, though the
people live are richer than before.

SECTION C NEWS BROADCAST
Questions 6 to 8 are based on the following news. At the end of the
news item , you will be given 10 seconds to answer each question.

Now listen to the news.



6. Which of the following is not true about Charles Taylor?
A. He was Liberia’s president.
B. He is responsible for the 14-year-long civil war.
C. He is taking asylum in Nigeria.
D. Liberian economy developed steadily under his leadership.
7.When was the agreement signed?
A. One week after Charles Taylor stepped down.
B. When President Moses Blah served out his term in office.
C. In mid-October.
D. Not mentioned in the news
8.What’s the agreement?
A Peacefully resolving the conflict between Liberian rebel and govern-
ment .
B. Ending the 14-year-long fighting.
C.Setting up a transitional government to supervise the coming elec-
tions.

D. Setting up a power-sharing government

Question 9 to 10 are based on the following news. At the end of the
news item, you will be giwen 10 seconds to answer each question .
Now listen to the news .

9. How many people have died at a result of the heat?
A. Several thousands of people.
B. As many as 5000.
C. About 4000
D. The death toll has not been known.
10 Which of the following is true about the wave of the heat?
A. It began in late June.
4



B. People are not satisfied at the way the government handling the

wave.

C. There was a lack of medical staff to help deal with the situation.
D. Prime Minister Raffarin called for an international aid.

PART ]I READING COMPREHENSION (30min. )
In this section there are three reading passages followed by a fotal of
twenty multiple-choice questions . Read the passages and then mark you an-

swers on your answer sheer.

TEXT A

On a February moring in 1966 Gleve Backster made a discovery
that changed his life and could have far-reaching effects on ours. Backster
was at that time an interrogation specialist who left the CIA to operate a
New York school for training policemen in the techniques of using the
polygraph, or“lie detector” . This instrument normally measures the electri-
cal resistance of the human skin, but on that moming he extended its pos-
sibilities. Immediately after watering an office plant, he wondered if it
would be possible to measure the rate at which water rose in the plant
from the root to the leaf by recording the increase in leaf-moisture content
on a polygraph tape. Backster placed the two psychogal-vanic-reflex
(PVR) electrodes on either side of a leaf of Dracaena massage,a potted
rubber plant, and balanced the leaf into the circuitry before watering the
plant again. There was no marked reaction to this stimulus, so Backster
decided to try what he calls “ the threat-to-well-being principle” ,a well-
established method of triggering emotionality in human. In other words he
decided to torture the plant. First of all he dipped one of its leaves into a

cup of hot coffee, but there was no reaction, so he decided to get a match

and bum the leaf properly. “At the instant of this decision,at 13 minutes
5




and 55 seconds of chart time, there was a dramatic change in the PVR
tracing pattern in the form of an abrupt and prolonged upward sweep of
the recording pen.I had not moved, or touched the plant, so the timing of
the PVR pen activity suggested to me that the tracing might have been
triggered by the mere thought of the harm I intended to inflict on the
plant.”

Backster went on to explore the possibility of such perception in the
plant by bringing some live brine shrimp into his office and dropping them
one by one into boiling water. Every time he killed a shrimp, the polygraph
recording needle attached to the plant jumped violently. To eliminate the
possibility of his own emotions producing this reaction, he completely au-
tomated the whole experiment so that an electronic randomizer chose odd
moments to dump the shrimp into hot water when no human was in the
laboratory at all. The plant continued to respond in sympathy to the death
of every shrimp and failed to register any change when the machine
dropped already dead shrimp into the water.

Impressed by the plant’s apparent sensitivity to stress, Backerster
collected specimens of other species and discovered that a philodendron
seemed to be particularly attached to him.He no longer handles this plant
with anything but the greatest care, and whenever it is necessary to stimu-
late it in order to produce a reaction, his assistant, Bob Henson, “plays the
heavy” . Now the plant produces an agitated polygraph response every time
Henson comes into the room, and seems to “relax” when Backster comes
near or even speaks in an adjoining room. Enclosing the plant in a Fara-
day screen or a lead container has no effect,and it seems that the signals
to which it responds do not fall within the normal electromagnetic spec-
trum. In more recent experiments Backster has found that fresh fruit and
vegetables, mold cultures, amoebae, paramedia. yeast, blood, and even

scrapings from the roof of a man’s mouth all show similar sensitivity to

6



other life in distress.

This phenomenon, which Backster calls “ primary perception” , has
been substantiated by repetition of his work in other laboratories. It raises
awesome biological and moral questions;since thinking about it, I for one

have had to give up mowing lawns, for instance.

11. Backster’s experiment was first designed to find out _____
A . how the plant would react to ill-treatment.
B.if the polygraph was capable of working with vegetable organisms.
C.if the polygraph would indicate the effect of the plant being wa-
tered .
D. whether there were parallels between the electrical resistance of hu-
man skin and leaves.
12.The plant reacted to Backster’s stimulus when he ____
A .burned one of its leaves.
B. decided to try the ‘threat-to-well-being’ principle.
C. dipped one of its leaves into a cup of hot coffee.
D.made up his mind to burn the leaf.
13. Backster automated his expriment with shrimp because he wanted to
find out if the plant
A. only responded to the deaths of shrimp if a regular pattern was fol-
lowed.
B.was only responsive to live shrimp being dropped in the water.
C.was responding to him, rather than the shrimp.
D. would respond to the death of each individual shrimp.
14. Backster’s experiments with the philodendron proved that it
A. could be taught to respond to different human patierns of be-
haviour.

B. could only be stimulated by him personally.



C. recognized that he was less aggressive by nature than his assistant.

D.was also sensitive to different human patterns of behaviour.
15.The ability to pick up distress signals from other forms of life appears

to belong

A.only to complete life forms.

B.only to vegetable organisms.

C.to all forms of life, other than human beings.

D.to all living cells.

TEXT B

The last days of my childhood were also the days of the village. I be-
longed to that generation which saw, by chance, the end of a thousand
years’ life. The change that came late to our Cotswold valley didn’t really
show itself till the late 1920s;1 was twelve by then, but during that hand-
ful of years I witnessed the whole thing happen.

Myself, my family, my generation, were bom in a world of silence; a
world of hard work and necessary patience, of backs bent to the ground,
hands massaging the crops, of waiting on weather and growth; of villages
like ships in the empty landscape and the long walking distances between
them; of white narrow roads, rutted by hooves and cartwheels, innocent of
oil or petrol, down which people passed rarely, and almost never for plea-
sure, and the horse was the fastest thing moving. Man and horse were all
the power we had-abetted by levers and pulleys. But the horse was king,
and almost everything grew around him: fodder, smithies, stables, pad-
docks, distances, and the thythm of our days. His eight miles an hour was
the limit of our movements, as it had been since the days of the Romans.
That eight miles an hour was life and death, the size of our world, our
prison.

This was what we were bom to, and all we knew at first. Then, to the

8



scream of the horse, the change began. The brass-lamped motorcar came
coughing up the road, followed by the clamorous charabanc; the solid-tyred
bus climbed the dusty hills and more people came and went . Chickens and
dogs were the early sacrifices, falling demented beneath the wheels. The
old folk, too, had strokes and seizures, faced by speeds beyond comprehen-
sion, then scarlet motor-bikes, the size of five-barred gates, began to ap-
pear in the village, on which our youths roared like rockets up the two-
minute hills, then spent weeks making repairs and adjustments.

These appearances did not immediately alter our lives; the cars were
freaks and rarely seen, the motor-bikes mostly in pieces, we used the
charabancs only once a year, and our buses at first were experiments.
Meanwhile Lew Ayres, wearing a bowler-hat, ran his wagonette to Stroud
twice a week . The carriage held six, and the fare was twopence, but most
people preferred to walk. Mr. West, from Sheepscombe, ran a cart every
day, and would carry your parcels for a penny, but most of us still did the
journey on foot, heads down to the wet Welsh winds, ignoring the
carters—whom we thought extortionate and spending a long hard day at
our shopping.

But the car-shying horses with their rolling eyes gavé signs of the
hysteria to come. Soon the village would break, dissolve, and scatter, be-
come no more than a place for pensioners. It had a few years left, the last
of its thousand, and they passed almost without our knowing. They passed
quickly, painlessly, in motor-bike jaunts, the shadows of the new picture-
palace, in quick trips to Gloucester (once a foreign city) to gape at the
jazzy shops. Yet right to the end, like the false strength that precedes

death, the old life seemed as lusty as ever.

16. The world the writer was bom into was silent because

A . everyone had so much work to do in order to survive.




