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PREFACE chien teig.chien

There are eight categories of birds: wading birds, waterfowl birds,
flightless birds, creeper birds, partridge and quail, dove and
pigeon, prey birds, song birds.

The song birds have numerous species. Generally they are smail
and gentle with marvelous voice and thus are favored subjects
for painting. In order to represent the song bird in excellent
painting, in addition to the elementary techniques, one should
aiso take full comman of the features, habits, and activities of these
lovely animals. Make life study, photographing, and reading all
can help us a lot. But it is greatly detrimental to paint from a
specimen. The rigid and liveless form of the specimen would
only deter one from commanding agile techniques and from
capturing the living nature of the subject.

[n traditional Chinese painting, the representation of reality comes
from memory. The effervesence of the birds’ mations often eludes
the observation of a beginner and copying from masterworks is
a good way to build the ground for further study from life.
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Feathers
When painting feathers, first determine the axis for the perspee.
tive then arrange the pattern of the feathers around the axi-
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Improper Camposition — [
1. Bird set in the center.

2. Birds set in even-spaced paraliel.

3. Bird set down below the center of the tree.

4.

5. Recession exaggerated.

6. Bird set relatively below the center of the gravity of its

Bird set irrelevantly to each cther.

movement
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Better Compositions

17



