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Preface

Preface

March 2004

Year 2003 achievements of national economy and social development in
China have attracted worldwide attention. Moreover, the world has witnessed
the severe ordeal China logistics endured and the significant progress it made
during the same year. China Logistics Development Report (2003 ~ 2004 )
is a true record of and serious reflections on these new trends and chal-
lenges, and a display of the primary viewpoint of China Federation of Logis-
tics & Purchasing (CFLP) and that of the industry experts regarding the
overall development from a variety of aspects.

In the Preface to China Logistics Development Report 2002 (Red Pa-
per), I mentioned that the first year of the new millennium was referred to
as the “starting year” of contemporary logistics development in China. It is
in 2001 that CFLP began to develop and publish the “Red Paper” and the
Logistics & Material Handling Publishing House (LMH) the “Blue Paper” .
Although each of the two papers enjoyed its own characteristics, and they
both actively and positively promoted contemporary China logistics, the sub-
ject matter they covered was the same, with similar contents and target read-
ers. Thus is the case, voices were heard from some experts and the media
suggesting the two join hands. For a focused effort on “China Logistics De-
velopment Report”, it is decided that, from this year on, the Red Paper and
the Blue Paper get merged, which will be edited and published annually by
CFLP, operated by LMH, under the title “China Logistics Development Re-
port” . It is also an attempt that the modern logistics theories are applied to
an integration of the resources available .

China Logistics Development Report (2003 ~ 2004 ) has fully captivat-
. 1 .
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ed the strengths of the previous two Papers, together with a larger team of
authors and compilers, increased capacity in contents, and an emphasis on
enriched data and in — depth analysis. The book, totaling 800000 words, is
composed of three parts; Comprehensive Report, Monographic Studies, and
Collection of Reference Materials. In Part | Comprehensive Report, “A
Summary of China Logistics Development During 2003 and its Prospects in
2004” elaborates and analyzes issues of the environment, achievements and
major problems of China logistics in 2003, as well as the prospects of further
development of China logistics in 2004 ; “ Authoritative Analyses” , thanks to
the contributions from authorities and experts in logistics and related indus-
tries , are macro analyses and forecasts on the trend of nationwide logistics in
China. Part I Monographic Studies, prepared by professionals, meticu-
lously discusses the latest progress China logistics has made in logistics ser-
vices, trade logistics, logistics facilities technology and equipment, informa-
tionization and standardization of logistics, logistics education and R&D in
2003. And Part II Collection of Reference Materials is a collection of
“Report of Major Logistics Researches”, “ Development of Local Logistics”,
“Development of Logistics in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan”, “Statistics
on Logistics — Related Survey”, “Policies, Laws, Rules and Regulations,
and Standards Relevant to Logistics”, and “Reference Materials of Logistics
Outside China”. All discussions and analyses highlight a review of 2003 lo-
gistics and/or an estimation of 2004 . Information involved stems mainly from
2003 to allow a focused display and an exhaustive analysis of the progress of
China logistics in 2003.

It’s indeed important and yet demanding to prepare and publish China
Logistics Development Report on an annual basis, especially in the coming
years. Our authors and compilers as well as editors dwarf the challenges with
their diligence, devotion and innovativeness. Worth mentioning also is the
participation of government departments, logistics associations, managers
from enterprises, and experts and scholars from educational, research or

consulting institutions, who spared their time and energy for our book; the
L 2 .
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comments and proposals and reference materials provided by our friends in
the trade; lots of work for the publication and distribution undertaken by
China Logistics Publishing House; and generous support given by a number
of logistics — related enterprises. All the above efforts enabled the scheduled
release of China Logistics Development Report , first edition after the merge .
On behalf of CFLP, let me express my sincere thanks to those who have
contributed to the preparation of the book and my thanks should also go to all
our friends who are concerned with promoting modern China logistics !
China Logistics Development Report (2003 ~ 2004 ) is the third one of
such in a row that CFLP have published since 2001. The latest edition has
made definite progress in terms of authoritativeness, historic data and infor-
mation capacity. Nonetheless, errors may be found due to the limitation of
conditions available and our understanding of the subject matter. Corrections
and suggestions about the book are highly appreciated, which will help us
make improvement in the coming year. As a nationwide industry associa-
tion, it is our obligation, and our pleasure, to provide high — class China
Logustics Development Report for the reference of government departments,
enterprises, institutions of logistics research and education, the media, in-
vestors both at home and abroad, as well as all walks of life. In view of

that, we look forward to your generous and continuous support.

7 ﬂ’wy
President of China Federation of Logistics & Purchasing (CFLP)
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