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1. Four or Five Donkeys

One day, a farmer went to the market to buy four donkeys.
He was very glad because he bought very good donkeys at the best
price. He took them home happily. After they walked for a long
time, he felt very tired. So he rode on the back of one of the
strongest donkeys. But to his great surprise, he could see three
donkeys in front of him then, no matter how many times he counted
them. He was very sad and said to himself: “I'm too unlucky today,
one of my donkeys must run away without my noticing. ~

When he got home, his wife met him and said to him, “My
dear husband, you're so great. You bought such good donkeys. Did
you buy them at good price?” Her husband said sadly: “Yes, I
bought them at good price, but I lost a very good donkey today. ”
His wife asked: “What has happened?” Her husband said: “I

bought four donkeys at the market this morning. I'm sure that four




donkeys were with me when we left the market. But now it seems
that we have only three donkeys. ” After his wife heard this, she
looked at the donkeys his husband bought again and her husband
surprisedly. She asked again: “How many donkeys on earth did
you buy today?” “Four. " Her husband answered. His wife knew
what the matter was then. So she laughed and said: “My dear
husband, you didn’t buy four donkeys but five donkeys today. ”

donkey ['dogki] n. 3 at the best price Fif¢# BRI
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"« "= 2. Why Didn You Tell Me Earlier

S —

Once, there lived a very wise man. He was a kind-hearted
man and he also liked to play jokes.

One day, when he was walking along a street, a stranger

tFRB R RE

stopped him and asked him how long it would take him to get to
the biggest hospital in town. The wise man didn't tell him how
long it would take him to get there but asked him to walk.

The stranger was very surprised, but he did as the man
said. He walked a few steps and stopped. The wise man asked

him to go on walking for three minutes. The stranger was a little




angrier, but he still did as the man said. After the stranger had
just walked for two minutes, he shouted to him: “It will take you
twenty minutes to get there. " The stranger turned round and
shouted angrily: “Why didn’t you tell me earlier?” The wise man
shouted back, “If you didn’t walk, how can I know how fast you

””
can walk?

play jokes FFHLE stranger ['streindzo] n. FE4 A
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3. At the Barber’s

Tim Jackson worked in a big office. One day he had nothing
to do in his office. He found his hair was too long. So he decided
to have his hair cut at the barber’s. Although this was not allowed
according to the rules of his office, he thought that no one would
know it.

While he was sitting at the barber’s, he saw his boss walk-
ing into the barber’s and just sat beside him. He tried to hide his
face, but the boss still recognized him soon. The boss said to
him: “Hi, Tim, but why do you have your hair cut in the office

time? Do you know that you have disobeyed our rules?” “Yes,




. e

sir. " Tim pretended to be calm and said: “But you see, my hair
grows in the office time. So I spend office time having my hair
cut. I don’t disobey our rules. "The boss said at once: “But some
of it grows in your own time. ~ “Yes, sir, that’s right. " Tim an-

swered politely: “So I'm not going to have all my hair cut. ”

barber ['baiba] n. H &I at the barber’s 7EH & JE
have one’s hair cut #2 % ] rule [ruzl] n FLRY

obey [o'beil ». ARM disobey [dis'abeil » ASARM
recognize ['rekognaiz] ». iAth pretend [pri'tend] v B

calm [ka:m] adj. FH#HY
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4. A Polite Notice

Mr. Smith lived far away from his office. So he had to drive
to work every day. But one thing puzzled him every day. Every
day when he drove back home, he found no place to park his

EERERFIRE

car. Because some other people had parked their cars in the
place in front of his garden. He had to park his car in other
place, after that he had to walk far back home. This made him
very angry. Mr. Smith had tried to write a notice to ask other
people not to park their cars in front of his garden. But no one

paid any attention to his notice. Because people only paid




attention to a police notice, not a private one.

Mrs. Smith advised him to steal a police notice. He didn’t
dare to do that because he was afraid of going to prison. Mrs.
Smith then advised him to make a notice just like the police’s.
Mr. Smith also said it was not a good idea. Because he was not a
policeman, he has no right to do so.

Mr. Smith thought about it for a long time. Then he had an
idea. He found a piece of wood and painted it blue. He wrote
some white letters on it. After he finished it, he showed it to his

wife. It said:

POLITE NOTICE
NO PARKING

His wife was surprised and said: “Didn’t you tell me you
weren’t going to use the police notice?” Mr. Smith smiled and
asked Mrs. Smith to look at it again carefully. Mrs. Smith looked

at it again and then smiled: “You're really smart. ”

puzzle ['pazl] v. B, 3¢M  private ['praivit] adi BAM

advise [od'vaiz] v. F% ~ pay attention to A ;
prison ['prizn] n. WSk polite [po'lait] adi AALENG
smart [smait] adj. HHIHY ' :quv_Pax?kigg ﬁlhﬁ‘E :
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5. Master and Servant

Once upon a time, there lived a rich man. He loved nothing
except good wine and delicious food. More interesting, he had a
servant who loved wine and good food as well.

So no matter how carefully the rich man hid his wine and
food before he went out, the servant could find them out and ate
them up every time. Although the rich man knew very clearly that
the wine and food must be eaten by the servant, he could do

nothing with him because he had never seen the servant drinking




