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A constant problem that bothers College English students is that their vocabulary is

always insufficient. In their desperate attempls o enlarge vocabulary, they often fail to
apply a very effective and practical method, which is to make use of context clues. Context

here refers to the sentence or paragraph in which a word appears. The most common types

of context clues are:

1. Definition and/or synonym
When writers use words that may be unfamiliar to readers, they sometimes provide
certain kinds of explanation. Such explanation can be in the form of an attributive
clause,’ an appositive clause.’ or other modifiers,” it can also be in the form of
synonyms, or words with similar meanings. All of these give readers hint of the
meaning of the unfamiliar words.

2. Contrast and/or antonym
This refers to the case in which two opposite sels of ideas are pul together. By
knowing the meaning of one idea or word, you can get the meaning of the other
word which means just the opposite.

3. Cause and effect
Some statements express the result of one cause or they give the cause for some
result. The cause and effect relationship helps readers get a better idea about the
new word expressing either the cause or the effect.

4. Related word and idea
This means that in reading the description of a thing, an action, or a process,
readers may know the meaning of a new word if they understand other words that
are closely associated with the new one, or that provide clear enough hint to help
readers guess what the new word refers to.

Making use of context clues is an effective way to help us get the meaning of new

vocabulary items. A good command of such a skill requires a lot of practice.

”
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attributive clause: 7Eif 11
appositive clause: [ {7511
modifier: {Z1HiH



Reading and Writing

P ractice

I.

Choose the answer that matches the italicized word with the help of the
context:

1. Magic, or conjuring, is a form of entertainment that is based on pretending to do things

that are impossible.
A. charm B. comedy C. falsehood D. trick

2. The signing of the document was a great event, and yet it was but the symbol of

another, still greater, and more momentous.
A. significant B. short C. monotonous  D. permanent

3. Today, science has brought all the different quarters of the globe so close together that

it is impossible to isolate them from one another.
A. unite B. separate C. differ D. conserve

4. There is no question that patients throughout the country are mismanaged in hospitals.

Without the most meticulous supervision, serious errors can be made.
A. careful B. brave C. simple D. militant

5. For many Americans, they've basically eliminated the need to save, because they can

have a comfortable retirement without saving.
A. illuminated B. enlightened  C. removed D. dramatized

6. The Secretary of Educational Department says that schools must offer a stronger

curriculum in the basics: English, math, science and history.
A. emphasis B. discipline C. testing system D. course of study

7.1t is believed that as many as half of world-class athletes are using illegal drugs to

enhance performance.
A. avoid B. improve C. delay D. treat

8. After a close investigation, they concluded that the land was too arid to permit farming

and had no known source of water.
A. hot B. dry C. overgrown D. empty

9. Big helicopters can lift loads up to about ten tons. As they can go anywhere and can

1L

hover over any chosen spot, these helicopters make excellent flying cranes.
A. pass over B. land C. stop in the air  D. take off

Use context clues to get the meaning of the italicized words and write down
your definition, synonym, or description in the space provided:
Passage 1

When traveling through space or a uniform medium, light moves along straight lines.



Unit One

The paths are called light rays. The direction of light rays can be changed by using lenses,’
mirrors, and prisms. Optics is the study of how light rays are affected by bouncing off or
passing through materials. When light crosses the boundary from one transparent material
to another (from air to glass, for example), its direction generally changes. This bending of
light rays is termed refraction. The amount of refraction is different for each of the various
wavelengths of light, with blue light bent more than red. The shorter the wavelength, the
greater the angle of refraction. Through refraction, white light can even be broken up into
light of differing wavelengths, so that its component colors are visible. Smooth surfaces
return light by bouncing back the rays. This process is called reflection. A light ray
bounces off a po/ishéd surface in the same way a ball bounces off a smooth wall; the ball
rebounds at an angle equal to the angle at which it hits. Thus, reflection does not depend on
the wavelength of the light.

1. medium:

2. prism:

3. optics:

4. transparent:

5. refraction:

6. component:

7. reflection:

8. polished:

Passage 2

When a person commits a crime, he is not always sent to prison. If he committed some
minor offense, he may be released from detention and allowed to remain in the community.
This type of punishment is usually administered to juveniles. 1t is young people who
usually commit the less serious crimes. In this way they are given less punishment.
Although the individual is not in jail, he is under the supervision of special police officers.
These officers watch his actions very closely. This type of punishment is called probation.
If there is a breach of the probation order, the offender may be taken off probation and

placed in jail.

"Yens: &L
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|.commit:

2.detention:

3.administer:

4.juvenile:

5.jail:

6.supervision:

7.probation:

8.breach:

9.offender:

10. take off:

Reading Selection One

First Love
By Lawrence Thompson

[1] The poet Robert Frost frequently told me about his
first love. She was, he said, a dark-haired, dark-eyed,
mischievous! tomboy. Her name was Sabra Peabody and
she and Frost had been schoolmates, many years before, in
Salem, New Hampshire. As an awkward 12-year-old he
wrote her ardent? notes, but the young lady had many
other admirers and did not encourage him. Eventually he
moved away from the village and heard no more from her.

[2] As Frost's official biographer, | mentally filed this
information. But | did nothing about it until years later,
when | heard that the same Sabra Peabody, now a widow,
had returned to Salem to live. | wrote for an interview and
received a cordial invitation from her to come to call.

7

" mischievous: 11 (1Y)
2 ardent: (M)
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[3] | was received by a tall, lithe,! vibrant? woman in
her 70's, white-haired, and still beautiful. Her memories
about the school days with Frost were much like those the
elderly poet had given me. She told me how she, her
brother Charles and young Frost used to roam the woods
together after school and on Saturdays. Adventurous like
her brother, she used to tease® Frost into keeping pace
with them. She recalled that he sometimes quarreled with
her over her other beaux.*

[4] | did not stay long that day, but was encouraged to
return. It was during my second visit that the unexpected
happened—the kind of thing biographer's dream of but
seldom encounter.

[5] We had talked again, even more freely than before.
Finally | stood to take my leave. Sabra remained seated.
"Was there something else?" | asked. Yes, said Sabra, she
had just been waiting for the right moment. She told me
that this house, to which she has returned after her
husband's death, had been her childhood home. Recently
she had opened a dusty steamer trunk in the attic and
found several family keepsakes, among them a wooden
pencil box she had used in grammar-school days.

[6] Holding it in her hand, she had suddenly
- remembered that in the bottom of the box there was a
secret compartment which could be opened by sliding the
thin wooden base outward. She tried it. The secret
compartment opened, and out fell four notes, notes written
by Frost to Sabra, perhaps in the fall of 1886. She now
wanted me to see them.

[7] As she took the notes out of a desk drawer and
gave them to me, | felt great excitement in the knowledge
that, almost by accident, | held the earliest known writing
of a major literary figure.

[8] The former Sabra Peabody had no idea of the
importance of this find. When she offered to give me the
notes, | explained that their market value was too high for
me to accept them as a gift. But would she consider
donating them to the collection of Robert Frost's papers at
the Jones Public Library in Amherst, Massachusetts?

" dithe: (SHASH) A AN
* vibrant: 75 (K

b tease: MU UK
4 peau: HA
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[9] She agreed, and | delivered them a few days later
to Charles R. Green, curator! of the collection. Since |
feared that the poet might not approve of my snooping, |
asked that this gift be kept a secret. | further requested
that the notes be wrapped in heavy paper; that the
package be tied with string, and placed in the vault? of the
library with the notation "Not to Be Opened During Robert
Frost's Lifetime."

[10] Frost had stored in that same vault a small metal
strongbox containing manuscripts of some early poems.
Shortly after the four notes had been turned over to the
library, he appeared there unexpectedly to retrieve® one of
the poems. Green offered to bring the box out, but Frost
said time could be saved if they both went into the vauit.
The poet opened his strongbox, took what he wanted,
closed it—and looked around. "What's this?" he asked.

[11] Green had inadvertently placed the secret
package on a nearby shelf. Frost peered at it, then read
aloud, "Not to Be Opened During Robert Frost's Lifetime."
He turned accusingly to the curator. "This is your
handwriting, Mr. Green."

[12] Flustered, Green said yes, yes it was, but Larry
Thompson had asked him to write it because....

[13] Frost was in no mood for explanations. With
clenched hands he broke the string, then tore the wrapping
off the package. After reading the notes carefully, the old
gentleman shoved the material back on the shelf. Then he
turned and, without a word to anyone, stalked out of the
library.

[14] Nothing happened until the following June when |
arrived in Vermont to spend some time with the poet as he
and | had planned. When | reached his farm, he was in his
vegetable garden setting out a row of lettuce seedlings. We
went up to his cabin and sat down before the stone
fireplace. Frost began to tell me how a fox had made off
with one of his hens. "I didn't react fast enough,” he said.
"Nothing like that has happened to me since | was a boy in
Salem and...."

I curator: someone who is in charge of a museum
2 . TR

vault: £t
' retrieve: to find something and bring it back

E
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[15] Salem! Reminded of unfinished business, he
stopped in the middle of the sentence. His expression
changed. He leaned toward me, shook the index finger of
his right hand under my nose, and said, "You! You! What
you did to me!" .

[16] He said that as soon as he saw the admonition'
on the packet and heard Green say my name, he knew that
I'd been prying. Hurt and angry that | hadn't confided in'
him, he had broken the string and torn open the package
almost before he realized what he was doing.

[17] The feeling of resentment had been swept away
by the opening words: "Dear Sabe." No one could possibly
understand, he said, how overwhelmed he was by the
memories which flooded up as he read. By the time he
finished the last note, he could feel the tears burning in his ({105
eyes. He couldn't bear to have Green see those tears; he
couldn't talk to anyone. So he fled. When Frost paused and
silence filled the room, | was the one whose eyes stung.

. [18] Then, suddenly, his manner changed and he
looked me straight in the eye. "So you found her?" he asked [110
quietly. '

[19] | nodded.

[20] "Where?"

[21] "Salem."

[22] He continued to stare at me and | didn't dare go (115
on. The silence became uncomfortable. Finally he spoke,
almost to himself. "Sixty years!" | had to lean forward to
hear him. "Sixty years... and |'ve never forgotten."

[23] Then he leaned back. "You can start,” he said
quietly. "Start at the beginning and tell me all about her." 120

Comprehension
L Put a check to the statement you think is right about Sabra Peabody and

Robert Frost:

About Sabra Peabody
1. She and Frost used to be schoolmates when they were living in Salem, New

Hampshire.
2. A beautiful blonde, she was loved by many boys.

' admonition: a warning
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____ She was a quiet and docile girl, not liking to play mischief.

____ Since she had many admirers, she must be a pretty girl.

_____Although a lot of boys loved her, Sabra preferred Robert Frost.
Sabra was a boyish girl who enjoyed outdoor activities.

N oo s w

___ Sabra always valued the writings of Frost because she knew he would be
famous.

About Robert Frost

. Robert Frost was a celebrated American poet.

2. When Frost was young, he was a mischievous and naughty boy.

3. Asashy boy, Frost probably did not distinguish himself.

4. Frost used to take a walk with Sabra and her brother in the woods.

5. Frost lost contact with Sabra ever since he left Salem.

6. For all the sixty years, Robert Frost treasured the memories of his first love.

IL. Use context clues to explain the meaning of the following words. The
number in the brackets indicates the paragraph where the word appears:

. cordial (2):

(3]

. roam (3) :

3. compartment (6) :

4. donate (8) :

5. snoop (9) :

6. inadvertently (11) :

7. stalk (13):

8. pry (16):

I11. Complete the sentences, paying special attention to the italicized words or
phrases:

1. A tomboy is a girl who

2

. A biographer is a writer who

3. Sabra Peabody is a widow now, her husband

! confide in: {7i{F: {46



