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In the conflict between Cronus and
Jupiter, Prometheus had adopted the cause of the
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Olympian deities. To him and his brother
Epimetheus was now committed the office of
making man and providing him and all other
animals with the faculties necessary for their
preservation. Epimetheus proceeded to bestow
upon the different animals the various gifts of
courage, strength, swiftness, and sagacity. Tak-
ing some earth and kneading it with water.
Prometheus made man in the image of the gods.
He gave him an upright stature. Then since
Epimetheus had been so prodigal of his gifts to
other animals that no blessing was left worth
conferring upon the noblest of creatures,

Prometheus ascended to heaven, lighted his
torch at the chariot of the sun, and brought
down fire. But it was only rather grudgingly
that Jupiter granted mortals the use of fire.
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Then there came the occasion that
when gods and men were in dispute at
Sicyon concerning the prerogatives of each,
Prometheus, by an ingenious trick, attempt-
ed to settle the question in favor of man.
Dividing into two portions a sacrificial bull,
he wrapped all the eatable parts in the skin,
cunningly surmounted with uninviting en-
trails; but the bones he garnished with a
plausible mass of fat. He then offered Jupiter
his choice. The king of Heaven, although
he perceived the intended fraud, took the
heap of bones and fat, and forthwith avail-
ing himself of this insult as an excuse for
punishing mankind, deprived the race of fire.
But Prometheus regained the treasure, steal-
ing it from heaven in a hollow tube.

By Jove's order Prometheus was
chained to a rock on Mount Caucasus, and
subjected to the attack of an eagle which,
for ages, preyed upon his liver, yet suc-
ceeded not in consuming it.

In his steadfastness to withstand the
torment the Titan was supported by the
knowledge that in the thirteenth generation
there should arrive a hero,—sprung from
Jove himself, —to release him. And in full-
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ness of time the hero did arrive: none other HIK 7T . B ARRHIA, FEFH
than the mighty Hercules. No higher ser- N XEFHBELH. XT&
vice, thinks this radiant and masterful per- BREFSH AV ALDMBBERHN
sonage, remains to be performed than to HmATTERE T FRBROX P AK
free the champion of mankind. Hercules ut- MR+, BERIHTEERIEE A

ters these words to the Titan 5
The soul of man can never be enslaved AR R KT A8 AR ——
Save by its own infirmities, nor freed BRIEESETERMESE; thKIEXR

Save by its very strength and own resolve BEERE—

And constant vision and supreme endeavor! BRIFBEFEFROMAHE, U
You will be free? Then, courage, O my RBEARBHBEXFILLIEMN
brother! sk all

O let the soul stand in the open door BREHBG? BRABEBS, HO
Of life and death and knowledge and desire 55 !

And see the peaks of thought kindle with ! it RFMIEEE ST, MERK
sunrise! W FF AT BR BT ,

Then shall the soul return to rest no more, MEHEH SR EBARATHLE |

Nor harvest dreams in the dark field of MBEH RFMBASWARKE,
sleep HERCHES P RE LI
Rather the soul shall go with great resolve RBBLBERENDK

To dwell at last upon the shining mountains H X5 LA LG

In liberal converse with the eternal stars. MAZEANEE B R iR,
Thereupon he kills the eagle; and sets RIGHERIE T EE, IR
Jove's victim free. THRERFAORNRE,
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In the Age of Gold, the world was first
furnished with inhabitants. This was an age
of innocence and happiness. Truth and right
prevailed, thought not enforced by law, no
was there any in authority to threaten or to
punish. The earth brought forth all things nec-
essary for man, without his labor in plowing
or sowing. Perpetual spring reigned, flowers
sprang up without seed, the rivers flowed
with milk and wine, and yellow honey dis-
tilled from the oaks.

The Silver Age came next, inferior to
the golden. Jupiter shortened the spring, and
divided the year into seasons. Then, first,
men suffered the extremes of heat and cold,
and houses became necessary. Crops would
no longer grow without planting. This was a
race of manly men, but insolent and impious.
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Next to the Age of Silver came that
of brass, more savage of temper and read-
ier for the strife of arms, yet not altogether
wicked.

Last came the hardest age and worst,
—of iron. Crime burst in like a flood;
modesty, truth, and honor fled. The gifts
of the earth were put only to nefarious us-
war at home and

es. Fraud, violence,

abroad were rife.

Jupiter, observing the condition of
things, burned with anger. He summoned
the gods to council. Jupiter set forth to the
assembly the frightful condition of the
earth, and announced his intention of de-
stroying its inhabitants, and providing a
new race, unlike the present, which should
be worthier of life and more reverent to-
ward the gods. Fearing lest a conflagration
might set Heaven itself on fire, he proceed-
ed to drown the world. Speedily the race
- of men and their possessions, were swept

away by the deluge.
Parnassus alone, of the mountains, over-

topped the waves, and there Deucalion,
son of the Prometheus, and his wife Pyrrha,
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daughter of Epimetheus, found refuge—he a
just man and she a faithful worshiper of the
gods. Jupiter, remembering the harmless
lives and pious demeanor of this pair,
caused the waters to recede. Then Deucalion
and Pyrrha, entering a temple defaced with
slime, approached the enkindled altar and,
falling prostrate, prayed for guidance and
aid. The oracle answered, "Depart from the
temple with head veiled and garments un-
bound, and cast behind you the bones of
your mothers.” They heard the words with
astonishment. Pyrrha first broke silence:"We
cannot obey; we dare not profane the re-
mains of our parents." They sought the
woods, and revolved the oracle in their
minds. At last Deucalion spoke:" Either my
wit fails me or the command is one we may
obey without impiety. The earth is the great
parent of all; the stones are her bones; these
we may cast behind us; this, I think, the or-
acle means." They veiled their faces, un-
bound their garments, and , picking up stones,
cast them behind them. The stones began to
grow soft and to assume shape. By degrees
they put on a rude resemblance to the hu-
man form. Those thrown by Deucalion be-

came men; those by Pyrrha, women.
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The story (absurd enough!) is that
Jupiter made the first woman and sent her
to Prometheus and his brother, to punish
them for their presumption in stealing fire
from heaven; and man, for accepting the
gift. This first human of the fair sex was
named Pandora. She was made in heaven,
every god contributing something to per-
fect her. Venus gave her beauty, Mercury
Thus e-
quipped, she was conveyed to earth and

persuasion, Apollo music, etc.
presented to Epimetheus, who gladly ac-
cepted her, though cautioned by his broth-
er to beware of Jupiter and his gift.
Epimetheus had in his house a jar, in
which were kept certain noxious articles,
for which, in fitting man for his new a-
bode, he had had no occasion. Pandora
was seized with an eager curiosity to
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and one
day she slipped off the cover and looked

in. Forthwith there escaped a multitude of
plagues for hapless man

know what this jar contained;

such as gout,
rheumatism, and colic for his body, and
envy, spite, and revenge for his mind——
and scattered themselves for and wide.
Pandora hastened to replace the lid; but,
alas! The whole contents of the jar had
escaped, one thing only excepted, which
lay at the bottom, and that was hope. So
we see at this day, whatever evils are
abroad, hope never entirely leaves us; and
while we have that, no amount of other
ills can make us completely wretched.

Another story is the Pandora was
sent in good faith, by Jupiter, to bless
that she was furnished with a box,
She
opened the box incautiously, and the
blessings all escaped, hope only excepted.
This story seems more probable than the

former; for how could hop, so precious a

man;

containing her marriage blessing .

jewel as it is, have been kept in a jar full
of all manner of evils, as in the former

statement?
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Hera (Juno), known to us chiefly as
was a daughter of

Cronus and Rhea. Born on the islands of

the wife of Zeus,

Samos or, some say, at Argos, she was
brought up in Arcadia by Temenus, son of
Pelasgus. The Seasons were her nurses.
After banishing their father Cronus, Hera's
twin-brother Zeus sought her out at Gnos-
sus in Crete or, some say, on Mount
Thornax (now called Cuckoo Mountain)
in Argolis, where he courted her, at first
unsuccessfully. She took pity on him only
when he adopted the disguise of a bedrag-
gled cuckoo, and tenderly warmed him in
her bosom. There he at once resumed his
true shape and ravished her, so that she

was shamed into marrying him.
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Hera and Zeus spent their wedding
night on Samos, and it lasted three hun-
dred years. Hera bathes regularly in the
spring of Canathus, near Argos, and thus
renews her virginity.

Zeus and Hera bickered constantly.
Vexed by his infidelities, she often humil-
iated him by her scheming ways. Zeus
never fully trusted Hera, and she knew
that if offended beyond a certain point he
would flog or even hurl a thunderbolt at
her. She therefore resorted to ruthless in-
trigue, as in the matter of Heracles's birth;
and sometimes borrowed Aphrodite’s gir-
dle, to excite his passion and thus weaken
his will.

A time came when Zeus's pride and
petulance became so intolerable that Hera,
Poseidon, Apollo, and all the other
Olympians, except Hestia, surrounded him
suddenly as he lay asleep on his couch
and bound him with rawhide thongs,
knotted into a hundred knots, so that he
could not move. He threatened them with
instant death, but they had placed his
thunderbolt out of reach and laughed in-
sultingly at him. While they were cele-
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brating their victory, and jealously dis-
cussing who was to be his successor,
Thetis the Nereid, foreseeing a civil war
on Olympus, hurried in search of the hun-
dred-handed Briareus, who swiftly untied
the thongs, using every hand at once, and
released his master. Because it was Hera
who had led the conspiracy against him,
Zeus hung her up from the sky with a gold
bracelet about either wrist and an anvil fas-
tened to either ankle. The other deities were
vexed beyond words, but dared attempt no
In the end

Zeus undertook to free her if they swore

rescue for all her piteous cries.

never more to rebel against him; and this
each in turn grudgingly did. Zeus punished
Poseidon and Apollo by sending them as
bond-servants to King Laomedon, for
whom they built the city of Troy; but he
pardoned the others as having acted under
duress.
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lo, a Mistress of Jupiter's
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lo was of divine ancestry. Her father
was the river-god Inachus, son of Oceanus.
It is said that Juno one day, perceiving the
skies suddenly overcast, surmised that her
husband had raised a cloud to hide some
She brushed away the darkness
and saw him on the banks of a glassy river

escapade.

with a beautiful heifer standing near. Juno
that the heifer's
form concealed some fair nymph of mortal

suspected, with reason,

mold. It was Io, whom Jupiter, when he
became aware of the approach of his wife,
had changed into that form.

The ox-eyed goddess joined her hus-
band, noticed the heifer, praised its beauty,
and asked whose it was and of what herd.
replied that it

Jupiter, to stop questions,

was a fresh creation from the earth. Juno
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