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An Hour Before Sunrise

By Charles Dickens
W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W N

An hour before sunrise in the city there
is an air of cold, solitary desolation about the
noiseless streets, which we are accustomed to
see thronged at other times by a busy, eager
crowd, and over the quiet, closely shut build-
ings which throughout the day are swarming
with life. The drunken, the dissipated, and the
criminal have disappeared; the more sober and
orderly part of the population have not yet
awakened to the labors of the day, and the still-
ness of death is over the streets; its very hue
seems to be imparted to them, cold and lifeless
as they look in the gray, somber light of day-
break. A partially opened bedroom window
here and there bespeaks the heat of the weather
and the uneasy slumbers of its occupant; and
the dim scanty flicker of a light through the
blinds of yonder windows denotes the chamber
of watching and sickness. Save for that sad
light, the streets present no signs of life, nor
the houses of habitation.
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I was up the next morning before the
October sunrise, and away through the wild
and the woodland. The rising of the sun was
peeping
down the spread of light, he raised his shoul-

noble in the cold and warmth of it;

der heavily over the edge of Gray Mountain
and wavering length of up-land. Beneath his
gaze the dew-fogs dipped and crept to the
hollow places, then stole away in line and
column, holding skirts and clinging subtly at
the sheltering corners where rock hung over
grass - land, while the brave lines of the hills
came forth, one beyond other gliding.

The woods arose in folds, like drapery
of awakened mountains, stately with a depth
of awe, and memory of the tempests. Au-
tumn’s mellow hand was upon them, as they

owned already, touched with gold and red
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and olive, and their joy towards the sun was
less to a bridegroom than a father.

Yet before the floating impress of the
woods could clear itself, suddenly the glad-
some light leaped over hill and valley, cast-
ing amber, blue, and purple, and a tint of
rich red rose, according to the scene they lit
on, and the curtain fhang around; yet all a-
like dispelling fear and the cloven hoof of
darkness, all on the Wings of hope advanc-
ing, and proclaiming, “God is here!” Then
life and joy sprang reassured from every
crouching hollow; every flower and bud
and bird had a fluttering sense of them, and
all the flashing of God’ s gaze merged into
soft beneficence.

So, perhaps, shall break upon us that
eternal morning, when crag and chasm shall
be no more, neither hill and valley, nor
great unvintaged ocean; when glory shall

not scare happiness, neither happiness envy .

glory; but all things shall arise, and shine in
the light of the Father’ s countenance, be-
cause itself is risen.
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Night is a dead and monotonous period
under a roof; but in the open world it passes
lightly, with its stars and dews and perfumes,
and the hours are marked by changes in the
face of Nature. What seems a kind of temporal
death to people choked between walls and cur-
tains is only a light and living slumber to the
man who sleeps afield. All night long he can
hear nature breathing deeply and freely; even
as she takes her rest she turns and smiles; and
there is one stirring hour, unknown to those
who dwell in houses, when a wakeful influ-
ence goes abroad over the sleeping hemi-
sphere, and all the outdoor world are on their
feet. It is then that the cock first crows, not this
time to announce the dawn, but like a cheerful
watchman speeding the course of night. Cattle
awake on the meadows; sheep break their fast

on dewy hill-sides, and change to a new lair
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among the ferns; and houseless men, who have HURFHER,; E&SHRAL
lain down with the fowls, open their dimeyesand K o1 /3 A9 A1 FF 7 A HIR
behold the beauty of the night. iR, MEEMNRE .
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By Nathaniel Ha
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Night has fallen over the country.
Through the trees rises the red moon, and the
stars are scarcely seen. In the vast shadow of
night the coolness and the dews descend. I sit
at the open window to enjoy them: and hear
only the voice of the summer wind. Like
black hulks, the shadows of the great trees
ride at anchor on the billowy sea of grass. |
cannot see the red and blue flowers, but I
know that they are there. Far away in the
mmvagwmsmeﬁWaChmh&TMHmmp
of horses’ hoofs sounds from the wooden
bridge. Then all is still save the continuous
wind of the summer night. Sometimes I know
not if it be the wind or the sound of the
neighboring sea. The village clock strikes ;
and I feel that I am not alone.

How different it is in the city! It is late,
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and the crowd is gone. You step out upon
the balcony, and lie in the very bosom of
the cool, dewy night as if you folded her
garments about you. Beneath lies the pub-
lic walk with trees, like a fathomless,

black gulf, into whose silent darkness the
spirit plunges, and floats away with some

beloved spirit clasped in its embrace. The

lamps are still burning up and down the
long street. People go by with grotesque
shadows, now foreshoitened, and now
lengthening away into the darkness and
vanishing, while a new one springs up be-
hind the walker, and seems to pass him
revolving like the sail of a windmill. The
iron gates of the park shut with a jangling
clang. There are footsteps and loud voic-
es;—a tumult;—a drunken brawl,—an
alarm of fire;—then silence again. And
now at length the city is asleep, and we
can see the night. The belated moon looks
over the roofs, and finds no one to wel-
come her. The moonlight is broken. It lies
here and there in the squares, and the
opening of the streets —angular like
blocks of white marble.
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The balance of nature is a very elabo-
rate and very delicate system of checks and
counterchecks. It is continually being altered
as climates change, as new organisms evolve,
as animals or plants permeate to new areas.
But the alterations have in the past, for the
most part, been slow, whereas with the ar-
rival of civilized man, their speed has been
multiplied manifold: from the evolutionary
timescale, where change is measured by pe-
riods of ten or a hundred thousand years,
they have been transferred to the human
timescale in which centuries and even
decades count.

Everywhere man is altering the balance
of nature. He is facilitating the spread of
plants and animals into new regions, some-
times deliberately, sometimes unconscious-
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ly. He is covering huge areas with new kinds of
plants, or with houses, factories, slag-heaps and
other products of his civilization. He exterminates
some species on a large scale, but favours the mul-
tiplication of others. In brief, he has done more in
five thousand years to alter the biological aspect of
the planet than has nature in five million.

Many of these changes which he has brought
about have had unforeseen consequences. Who
would have thought that the throwing away of a
piece of Canadian waterweed would have caused
half the waterways of Britain to be blocked for a
decade, or that the provision of pot cacti for lonely
settlers’ wives would have led to Eastern Australia
being overrun with forests of Prickly Pear? Who
would have prophesied that the cutting down of
forests on the Adriatic coasts, or in parts of Central
Africa, could have reduced the land to a semi
desert, with the very soil washed away from the
bare rock? Who would have thought that improved
communications would have changed history by
the spreading of disease —sleeping sickness into
East Africa, measles into Oceania, very possibly
malaria into ancient Greece?

These are spectacular examples; but exam-
ples on a smaller scale are everywhere to be found.
We make a nature sanctuary for rare birds, pre-
scribing absolute security for all species; and we
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may find that some common and hardy kind
of bird multiplies beyond measure and ousts
the rare kinds in which we were particularly
interested. We see, owing to some little change
brought about by civilization, the starling
spread over the English countryside in hordes.
We improve the yielding capacities of our cat-
tle; and find that now they exhaust the pas-
tures which sufficed for less exigent stock.
We gaily set about killing the carnivores that
molest our domestic animals, the hawks that
eat our fowls and game-birds; and find that in
so doing we are also removing the brake that
restrains the multiplication of mice and other
little rodents that gnaw away the farmers’
profits.
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