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EDITOR’S NOTE

In 13”44, China and the United States signed their first treaty of
peace, amity and commerce. That treaty, as supplemented and modified
- by a number of subsequent treaties and agreements, has constituted the
basis of Sino-American relations throughout a century of cordial friend-
ship between the two countries. Developments in recent gjeafs, particu-
larly the relinquishment by the United States and by other countries
of extraterritorial rights in China and changes in economic and com-
mercial practices have led both Governments to the desire to conclude
a modern comprehensive treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation,
on which is based in general the principle of mutuality and which more
adequately meets the needs of present-day international relationships in
replacement of earlier treaties relating to these matters.

The Sino-American Treaty of 1943 (which document is also included
in this volume) specified that negotiations should be begun ‘“for the
conclusion of a comprehensive modern treaty of friendship, commerce
and navightion upon the request of either Government or in any case
within six months after the cessation of hostilities in the war against
the common enemies in which they are now engaged.”

Negotiations for such a mew treaty began in San Francisco during
the United Nations Conference on International Organization in spring,
1945. Official proceedings, however, did not begin wuntil February 5,
1946, in Chungking at governmental level. Culminating the efforts of
a year and a half, the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation
was signed in Nanking on November 4, 1946. China was represented by
Dr. Wang Shih-chieh, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Dr. Wang Hua-
cheng, Director of the Treaty Department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, while the United States was represented by Dr. John Leighton
Stuart, Ambassedor to China, and Mr. Robert Lacy Smyth, Special Com-
missioner and Consul-General at Tientsin. Dr. T. V. Soong, President
of the Executive Yuan, was also present at the ceremony which took place
in the Conference Hall of the Executive Yuan.

The Treaty, which was written in both Chinese and English languages
with equal authenticity, was passed on the same day by the Executive
Yuan Meeting and two days later (November 7, 1946) approved by the
Supreme National Defence Council. On November 9, 1946, the Legislative
Yuan completed the legal procedure necessary for formal ratification.



Treaty between the Republic of China
And the United States of America

for

The Relinquishment of Extraterritorial
Rights in China

and

The Regulation of Related Matters
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