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1/ ABRER UH=F
May People Enjoy a Life Full of Blessings, and Let
Flowers Bloom Throughout Spring Time
8/ —F—%
Number one scholar
14/ —& 48R
Highest ranking official
16/ — Sk
Virtuous high-ranking officidi

18/ —2—1#8

One gin and one crane
20/ —RREH

Continuously succeed in examinations
22/ —R R

Glory all oners life
26/ = P 1A

Two top students enumeration
28/ A3 4,

Eight fine horses
30/ E

Nine decorative patterns



32/ 7 5
The Emperor:s nine presents
CLYSF O
Nine nestlings
36/ = &K
Three Taoist Gods
38/ =X A5%
Three top students and five happiness
82/ = xRE
Three top students in the imperial examination
4u/ = T IRE
The hcpby announcement of top students in
the imperial examination
46/ RARE
Unpredictable changes of powerful people
A48/ FUF-#r
Confucius teaching
50/ #5428
Old ox looks at the sun
52/ B r 341%
Immediately become a high official
54/ GHRIR
Cloud dragon, wind tiger
56/ K fi Ui
Old and young emperoris teachers
58/ KRy &E-F-
Old and young emperoris teachers
60/ &
Five propitious kinds of jade



62/ A-FEH

Five sons passing the imperial examination
64/ A FER

Five sons passing the imperial examination
66/ A -F&H

Five sons passing the imperial examination

68/ & -¥ 8 #

Five sons like the rising sun

70/ A F %52

Five sons became champions

72/ A FHE

Five sons compete for the lotus

T4/ A F 28t

Five sons all become top students

76/ R 3R 6B

Phoenix flies towards the sun

78/ R =5 $A P8

Phoenix sings towards the sun

80/ $APE"S R

The sun rises oand the phoenix sings
82/ XK IKT

Number one scholars
84/ X @ FhF-

The decoration of the civil officialsiuniform

86/ K&

The decoration of the military officialsiuniform

88/ KR E T
Glorious husband, noble wife




90/ ERFE=

The noble magnoliq, irises and orchids
92/ EHfIE R

Magnolia faces the wind
4/ -3t 24K

Be promoted three grades in succession

98/ M IR

Four arts—incarnation of refinement
100/ /o B s#t 7%

Promotion and salary increase
106/ #eo B it B

Promotion
10/ &5

A child-sending goddess
M2/ 528

The picture of great tolerance
114/ E#%8

The picture of great wealth and good fortune
116/ B 5 3AR

One hundred birds pay tribute to the phoenix
ng/ = %%

Irises and orchids compete
120/ 58— 4

The number one official in government
122/ o BT

Number one candidate

124/ 1€ #x 8
The picture of ethical standards



126/ he B R+

The sun rises from the east

128/ =4 %
The orchid and the sweet-scented osmanthus

blossom together
130/ B #r iR

Study from the shoulder pole
132/ ¢ex &

Red apricot minister
136/ 2824 %5 3L

Crane stands among groups of roosters
138/ B # x5

Green dragon and ocean tide
140/ s ep = %

Continuous promotion
142/ e = &

Continuous success
144/ &5 =28

Continuous promotion
146/ KT & %

The number one scholar is announced
150,/ % 7255 #f

The number one scholar parading the street
152/ K T A5

The number one scholar celebrating his birthday
154/ & 3-357%

Great changes in position




156/ F & F =
Stepping over blue clouds
158/ /X #1E

Green dragon surrounding the pillar

160/ R #75 &

Selecting bronze coins from a heap of coins
162/ RPFER I

Lions, high position and great wealth
164/ g%

The ambition of the hero

166/ Rtk 3L
The independent spirit of the hero

168/ L8 -3-3h
Drawings of tigers to benefit the offspring

170/ & # 2 1e
Fish turning into dragon
172/ & L ho®
GContinuous promotion
178/ ¥R
The highest ranking official
180/ £ R55 &
Riding over the crest to success

182/ FHiL =&

Three kinds of famous spring flower

184/ 4315 3% EP
Winning the title of duke, and the official stamp

186/ #r -3 L %A

Bring the son to the palace



190/ 6 B & 3t

Promotion in a short period of time

194/ 3% & & 3

The top student in the examination
196/ ¢ & &k
The top student in the examination
198/ &L =T
The top three fragrant flowers
200/ A E—dn
The first grade Dong Tian stone
202/ #5325 B
Great expectations
204/ B IRIE
Retain official titles through generations
208/ B LR
Golden bird presenting a ribbon
210/ & B Bk
High position, good salary
212/ B ER R
Holding jade and facing the sky
214/ BINFEIE
The brilliance of peacock plumes and coral
216/ Lx TR I8
Red hat with peacock plumes
218/ &z X
Towering stone standing in the roaring ocean
220/ B8R =
Magpie announcing the good rqws of passing three examinations




222/ BH55& %

Happilly pass the palace examination
224/ B R HT1E

The officlal position kept for generations
226/ % B & 3

Kwei Star pointing to the Big Dipper
228/ 5% 25 8%

The star symbolizing salary shines above

230/ 3865 FLEP

The monkey brings official position
232/ BHFFE £

Enjoy wealth, longevity and good harvests

234/ BRERK Fe J

The carp jumped over the dragon gate
236/ ¥1L & It

Promotion to an official position
238/ Bix KK

Passing the palace examination and getting
married happily
240/ R IFIE
Pluck osmanthus blossoms from the moon
242/ BEBEA 3

Unicorns sending sons
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The word jixiang (meaning lucky, propitious, or
auspicious) is mentioned in Chinese ancient books and
writings as early as in the Zhou Dynasty .

The word jixiang was written as jiyang ( lucky
sheep) on oracle bones. To the ancient Chinese, who
led a nomadic life, large herds of well-fed sheep were
auspicious things, and the word jiyang also appeared
in engravings on ancient utensils.

To have good luck is mankind’ s eternal desire.
While art records man’s ideals, good luck pictures are
the most brilliant part of the Chinese good luck culture.
An old couplet says that kindness leads to happiness and
good luck. Typical good luck pictures are: good luck
and heart’s content, good luck with five blessings, etc.

The five blessings — good fortune, high salary and
a good career, longevity, happiness, and wealth - are
the concrete forms of good luck , and there are five
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kinds of gods presiding over these blessings. The five
blessings as they are first mentioned in Chinese litera-
ture are not quite the same as the five which are talked
about today, though they are quite similar. An old
couplet says that as the land of good luck bathes in the
Sun, a prosperous family is granted all the blessings.
Typical good luck pictures are: long-term enjoyment of
all five blessings, more blessings, etc.

Good fortune means happiness and complete satis-
faction. Ancient Chinese philosophers, including Lao
Zi, all commented on the notion of good fortune. An
old couplet says to burn incense to beg for more bless-
ings. Good luck pictures in this theme include good
fortune for today, blessings from above, etc.

High salary means handsome salaries at prestigious
posts. In old times, Chinese attached great significance
to academic excellence, which led in tum to high posi-
tions in government. An old couplet says may you dis-
tinguish yourselves in the royal examinations and rank at
the top of the list. Good luck pictures in this theme
used in this book include big improvements in salary and
post, salary and position bestowed from heaven, etc.

Longevity refers to good health and a long life. As
Zhuangzhou said, and the Book of Songs records,
longevity is the universal wish of mankind. As wished in
an old couplet, to grow to a long life together is a joyful
experience . This book has the following good luck pic -
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tures conceming longevity: high above shines the star of
longevity, live to be 1, 000 years with white hair, and
offer the flat peach to wish for longevity, etc.

Happiness refers to happy events and celebra-
tions. Happy events should be celebrated, while those
with worries should be consoled according to ancient
Chinese literature. An old Chinese couplet says, why
not keep on laughing as all days are filled with happi-
ness. Good luck pictures on this theme included in this
book include double happiness visits at the door, all’s
well that ends well, etc.

Wealth means getting rich and having plentiful
things. Ancient Chinese believed that the secret to
endless wealth is to be down-to-earth and prudent. Il-
lustrating the concept of wealth is an old couplet: a
prosperous business deals with people from all comers
of the world, and wealth rolls in from afar. Typical
good luck pictures of this type include in comes
wealth, get rich and win high positions, etc.

Good luck pictures not only incorporate the five
blessings but the art of painting and language as well.
The beautiful lines of these pictures, done in the style
of traditional Chinese painting, provide the viewers
with artistic enjoyment which is pleasing to the eyes
and heart. Though mostly the work of folk artists, they
exhibit a level of craftsmanship worthy of the great and
famous masters. The language adopted in these pictures



