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anjing is one of the famous ancient capitals of China.It has a known history of human
development of 350.000 years.It used to serve as capital city for more than 450 years.The

ancient people of many generations lived and worked in this region, leaving behind
countless cultural relics. At present nearly 800 conserved places of historic interest are scattered
in and around Nanjing City and its adjacent areas.Among those sites over 280 places are of
national, provincial or municipal significance. The hundreds of thousands of cultural relics of
different historical periods collected by the numerous museums of the city are reliable records
and convincing evidence of the wisdom and achievements of the ancient inhabitants of Nanjing
of various generations.At the same time.these relics are also cultural symbols of different ages
and stages of development of certain states or kingdoms. Therefore,the cultural relics of Nanjing
are not of regional importance, they are an essential component part of the whole Chinese culture.

As the key collector of ancient cultural relics of Nanjing area , Nanjing Municipal Museum
boasts of a collection of more than a hundred thousand precious pieces of relics of high artistic
value.such as prehistoric human fossils. ceramics.jade ware;bronze ware,primitive chinaware
and pottery of Shang and Zhou Dynasties:blue chinaware.epitaphs.gold and silverware.jade
articles. coloured glazed articles and pottery figurines of the Six Dynasties:blue flower-patterned
chinaware, gold and jade jewellery. coloured glazed building materials, silk and satin costumes
of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties: and the calligraphy, paintings and chinaware of the Qing Dynasty.
Among them the wide opening pot with coloured paint under the glaze made during the Eastern
Wu (Three Kingdoms)Period, the epitaph of the Wang clan of the Eastern Jin Dynasty and the
porcelain vase with blue paintings made during the late Yuan and early Ming Dynasties are
known both at home and abroad. Most of these relics were unearthed with accurate locations.
Some of them were burial objects found in the tombs of noted historical figures. So they have
great historic, scientific and artistic value.

Cultural relics possess many special properties. None of them can be reproduced. Relics
above the ground cannot be shifted. Relics at museums should not be moved frequently. Therefore
itis very important to publish and publicize the collections of museums so that the whole society
can share these resources and more people can get to know, appreciate and study them. Our
purpose to conserve and study historic cultural relics is to inherit the fine Chinese cultural tradition
and to create new knowledge and a new culture. With this lofty end in view, Nanjing Municipal
Museum and Science Press are joining hands to publish the best pieces of the museum’s collection.
This cultural project will definitely benefit the people today and the future generations. It deserves

our praise and wholehearted support.

Tan Yue

Now hold the office of Jiangsu Province Spirit Culture

October, 1999
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