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Travel English
Part I ke am)



Unit One Arrival
Lesson 1 Transportation

% Text §

Transportation in Tourism

Being in a different place from one’s usual residence is an es-
sential feature of tourism. This means that transportation is one vi-
tal aspect in the tourism industry. Without the modern high-speed
and inexpensive forms of transportation that are available to large
numbers of people, tourism would be possible only for a tiny frac-
tion of the population.

For many years, railroads have formed the first successful
system of mass transportation, carrying crowds of tourists from one
place to another, however, the automobile has now replaced the
railroad for most local travel, especially in the United States. The
automobile offers convenience. The traveler can depart from his
own home and arrive at his destination without transferring luggage
or having to cope with any other difficulties. Nowadays motor bus-
es have partly replaced railroad passenger service on many local

. 2 .



routes in a number of cities. However, railroad transportation is
still very popular in China for internal travels.

Ships still play an important part in tourism. A cruise is a
voyage by ship that is made for pleasure rather than a voyage for a
fixed destination. The cruise ship serves as the hotel for the pas-
sengers as well as their transportation. When the tourists reach a
port, they are usually conducted on a one-day excursion, but they
return to the ship to eat and sleep. The ship is no longer simply a
means of transportation but a destination in itself.

The airplane has become very common for long distance
travel. Now, more and more people would like to take planes on
their trips. Traveling by plane is faster and quite safe. Air travel in
U.S., for example, is cheaper (about 35% cheaper than in Eu-
rope) ,and service is frequent (more than 25 flights a day between
New York and San Francisco) and connections speedy.

Almost all of these special fares are discounted fares, and the
impact of discounting has been to hold down the cost of travel.
Most special fares, however, are structured so that they will not
be attractive to the business traveler. Many, for instance, require
travelers to stay over a Saturday night, a night when most busi-
ness travelers would rather be at home with their families. The ef-
fect of discounted fares has been to keep personal travel costs
down while business travel costs rise.

Transportation services and facilities are an integral compo-
nent of tourism. In fact the success of practicaily all forms of travel
depends on adequate transportation. And the increase in almost
all forms of tourism boosts passenger traffic. However, safety and
security in transportation are the basic requirements for successful
tourism.

. 3 .
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Dialogue 1
Scene : Mr. Green is taking a taxi from the airport to China

o H OO0 0-0

~

SN O3 030

Hotel. ( Mr. Green=G; Taxi driver=T)

: Is your taxi free?

: Yes, it is free. Where to, sir?

: China Hotel. What’s the approximate fare?

: No more than one hundred yuan.

: OK. Let’s start at once.

: Sure, step in please.

: How long will it take?

: Around 15 minutes, but it all depends on the traffic. Well,

since it’s rush hour, it would probably take about twenty-

five minutes.

: I’m pressed for time. Could you speed up a bit?
: I am sorry. We are not allowed to pass on this road. Don’t

worry, sir. We’ ll soon get there if the traffic lights are
with us. (after a while)

: Could you drop me off on that corner?

: Sure thing. Here we are.

: Thanks. How much do I owe you?

: That will be 90 yuan.

: Here is one hundred yuan. Keep the changes, please.
: Thanks. Have a nice day.



Dialogue 2
Scene: Mr. Lee walks to a taxi. The taxi-driver greets him.
(Mr. Lee=L; Taxi driver=T)

T: Where are you heading for, sir?

L: Beijing Hotel, please. I have to be there by 5:00.

T:We could get there on time if the traffic isn’ t too heavy. Get
in, please. Is this your first trip here?

: Yes, I am a stranger here.

: You haven’t seen the sights yet, have you?

: No, I’m open to suggestion.

: Why don’t you visit the Great Wall first?

: That’s a good idea. You know, 1 first saw the Great Wall

on TV when I was a child. It’s impressive. By the way,

o R el Bl o

how long is the ride from here then?

T: Well, it would take four hours, more or less. And remem-
ber to take a lot of photos there.

L:Of course I will. Say, how about making a deal between us?

I’ 11 hire you for 2 days as my driver and my guide.

: I’m glad to be at your service.

: Perfect.

: Here we are, Beijing Hotel.

: How much is the fare?

: Twenty yuan. What time do you expect me tomorrow?

: 8:00 in the moming.

: OK, see you then.

e B B o B

: See you tomorrow.
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New Words and Expressions %
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residence| rezidens ] n . JEAE , {E4L

cruisel kruzln. v. BEAS 5 8IHE

vital ['vaital]adj . b, EXRHEEH
convenience| ken'vimjons]n.
destination [ destineifon]n. H K/h
excursion| ikskargon | n . G /2 , IR AT
replace [ripleis]v. &%, &

_ prominent ['prominent]adj. &, BEM
fare [ fea]n . ACHE %% ;4

integral ['intigrol |adj . JEAH) , Ky B 1R BT 0 B
component [ kem'pounant ]z . 4134 ; 34
wreak [ritk]v. #{, 15

havoc [‘haevak [n. KIEHL; BEER

frill [fril]n . ik

single trip H1f8

round trip [M]#E

inside out f)JiEHb

1. Being in a different place from one’s usual residence &—4
A EEE A e EE,

2. without transferring luggage or having to cope with any oth-
‘6 -



er difficulties ¥, transferring luggage Fil having to cope with
other difficulties 4332 3 % EBEE N1 without EE

3. motor buses Tl FH“KEHE",

4.play an important part in #f“%}------ REENERH. F
41, China plays an important part in safeguarding world
peace. 'F E X {r Tt RAF R EREEMEMH, B, Tour
guides play an important part in the tourist industry. F¥#4E
W b B

5.rather than B RH“TA”, B30, 1 will go to his place to meet
him rather than wait for him here. BT B XX 5L,
A T AE 3 )L A5t

6.serve as YE“# 4,18+~ FIVE I ## , BN, Now the exami-
nation score serves as the only criterion for a student’s aca-
demic performance. B 7E % 1 2 B 45 B % 4 W B S 1
Hr—rE,

7.fare (n )YE“BEH7 %, LN, the train fare BN “ K 2
#”; the taxi fare MR “HFHE %", What is the fare to
Beijing= How much is the fare to Beijing.

8.Get in, please. WA F K “W EZE”, 447 Bl Step in,
please. b K% KL AILE M get on.

9. the lights are with us. the light ZEBt4b3E the traffic lights

(4a847),
B 0 i SR
g Exercises 3
PP PR P>

I .Review Questions: Organize your answer using more than

one paragraph when appropriate.
L 7 .



1. Why are transportation companies a vital aspect of the

tourism industry?

2. What convenience does the automobile offer compared with

the railroad?

3. What is the condition of the railroads in various countries at

the present time?

4. Why could the special fare keep personal travel costs down

while business travel costs rise?

5. What has become the principal mode of transportation of

long-distance travel?

I . Questions for discussion :

1. What factors have caused the increase in air travel?

2. How do the modern forms of transportation affect tourism

industry?

Il . Make a dialogue according to situation given below:

You want to go to the airport. Ring up the guest center and
hire a taxi.

N . Translate the following passage into Chinese:

A successful tourist attraction may, in effect, self-destruct from
its own success. One of the major potential problems of tourism is
crowding: so many people want to see the attraction that its own
success destroys its charm. Along with crowding, tourism can result
in noise, odors, and pollution. A special form of crowding is the
traffic jam. In many areas tourist traffic has increased but the local
infrastructures, roads, bridges, and airports, for instance , have
not kept up. The result is a serious traffic overload resulting in de-
lays and some case, accidents and injury, as well. The traffic jam is
equally annoying visitors and the local inhabitants. This is an espe-
cially bad problem in the developing world where infrastructure was

‘8



not highly developed in the first place. In the face of exploding traf-
fic, the situation often becomes critical. Not surprisingly, people
who live in tourist attraction areas may have mixed and hostile feel-
ings about further development because of the concern for privacy,
the environment, or just their ability to get safely to and from home
on crowded highways.

YV . Read the following passage and answer the questions:

Although the United States generally has an excellent system of
transportation, it does not do a good job of transporting people be-
tween cities that are only a few hundred miles apart. A person com-
muting between Detroit and Chicago or between San Francesco and
Los Angeles, so called strip cities, may spend only a relatively short
time in the air while spending several hours getting to and from the
airport. This situation makes flying almost as time-consuming as
driving. Moreover, airplanes use a lot of their fuel just getting into
the air. They simply are not fuel-efficient on short trips. High-speed
trains may be an answer. One very new proposal for such a train is
for something called Magled, meaning a magnetically levitated
train. Magled will not actually ride on the tracks but will fly above
tracks that are magnetically activated. This will save wear and tear
on the tracks. These trains will be able to go faster than 150 miles
per hour. At that speed, conventional trains have trouble staying on
the track.

Comprehension Questions;

1. What problem- faces commuters who travel between strip

cities?

2.How does Magled operate?



