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Reflections at the End of
“a Freshman’s First Semester

Amar Shah

.7 can hear him. Can’t you? I can see him. Can’t you?
But I don’t understand him. Can you?

py I still can’ t believe it. For freshmen, the reality check comes
: " at'aﬂiﬁerent times. Hell, some haven’t even faced it. It has been
#  whree and a half months since I got lost on a campus so huge. And
id ‘_*;glwss what —— [ still can'tﬁnd my- way home or even to my own
. ;d""“ o

¥ g

* I have been in college for & whole semester. This may strike
you as obvious, but for me, attempting to fathom" this whole process
has been one heck’ of a ride and one &penslve ticket to enter.

Freshmen as.a whole are a species totally o their own kingdom
and phylum Unlike the uppu'clasmﬂ;? who have already gone
thmugh the voyage ™ freshmen ate still lost in the woods

Leavmg the confines of our liomes, we fad vehtured into this
school with the dream of getting our degree, writing a Pulitzer
Prize’-winning novel, a screenplay’ and “scoring with as many
hotties’ as possible. Um OK, maybe that is why I ventured out.

The first couple of weeks of school, I told myself that my job
was to observe the campus, scout® the selection of potential Mrs.
Shahs and leamn the tools of the trade to become a millionaire as fast

« 2 .
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and as young as possible. I was and still am a dreamer.

I was miserable my first couple of weeks here. Actually, more
like the first month. 1 was madly homesick just like every other
freshman. The weirdest’ thing was that T was rooming with people I
didn’t even know. At first, my roommates seemed like polar
opposites when in contrast with me. One was a musician and the
other an engineer, so I had Luciano Pavarotti as one and Albert
Einstein as the other. Also, our room is the size of a lunchbox, so
personal space is a rarity. You have to leamn to give more and take
less. Compromise is the only answer, and sometimes one side can
feel like they got the unfair end of the stick. :

To make matters worse, my Ethemet” and computer won’ t
squash their differences, so I am occupying the pilone 10 hours of
the day. So when people call, they just get a ring that just goes on
for eternity. We have voicemail, but somehow it doesn’t pick up. I
have tried every Bill Gates-wannabe'' , and no one can fix the damn
thing. But luckily, my roommates haven’t done anything sinister””
like throw my computer out the window.

Honestly, I couldn’t ask for better roommates. Different
friends of mine tell me how they have the roommate from hell, who
walks around in the same pair of boxer shorts all week and then tumns
them inside out and wears them the next. My roommates actually
maintain a degree of cleanliness that .1 can handle. Most
importamtly, they have become. good friends.

I quarrel with them all the time regarding music. One wants to
hear Michael Crawford, the other wants the Dave Matthews Band,
and at the same time, I want to hear Outkast. " So we comi)mmisc
and listen to Michael Crawford crashing into a dreaming tree wearing
his Phantom of the Opera mask driving a caddie” singing “Oh yea

.4 -
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Each of them has their major already set while I am in deep
contemplation trying to decide if I want to transfer into the business
school, go into journalism, or become an engineer. Just give it
time, they say.

First semester is always toughest when I comes to academic
performance. 1 have a sweet schedule that allows me to sleep a little
longer: I am a bat, sleeping in the a. m.’ s and waking up in the
p-m.’s. My grades have suffered because of it. I have to force
myself to go to lectures. No one gives a damn™ if yoﬁ go to class or
not. It” s your choice and your responsibility, something I am
beginning to leam about and abuse, of course.

Succeeding in college, I have learned, . is an act of discipline.

I know people who are truly experts and discipline themselves
in two things: Drinking and studying. Two totally different things,
but they still manage to achieve a balance between the two. With
finals looming right around the way, | have to acquire the di‘scipliﬁe
to study, or I am going to sink deeper into the slacker’s" ahyss.

Drinking of course is one of the unofficial parts of the freshmen
life. 1 must admit I have been no angel. Geking drunk on the
weekends is a natural way of life. Ft’s what you'do. My tolerance
has increased tenfold®. 1 am not too proud to admit it, but it’ s
simply the truth. As the months have progressed, I can say no to a
beer or a shot without feeling [ bad. I know it’s avallable, and [
also know I have the choice if I want to or not.

I have to admit it : I am growing somewhat . Not physically , of
course —— I peaked” in height when I was in middle school. But
mentally I have grown some roots of wisdom. I may not understand

. 6 .




